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Safeguarding students at Priestley

Deadlines for  
university applications

AS we approach the final few 
weeks of this academic year it is 
time to say ‘well done’ and ‘keep 
it going’.

You have been working hard 
to achieve the highest possible 
standards both in and beyond the 
classroom.

By continuing the momentum 
over the next few weeks you will 
give yourself the best chance of 
achieving the results to match your 
ambitions.

We like to celebrate our 
students’ achievements and in this 
edition you can read about Abi and 
Matthew’s Oxbridge offers, our 
footballing success and the help 
we are giving one student in his 
bid to reach the Paralympics.

Soon, many of you will be 
moving on to employment whilst 
the majority who leave Priestley 
will be preparing for university and 
I’d like to wish you all the best for 
your futures.

I’d also like to thank your 
parents and carers for their support 
during your time at college.

As Priestley embarks on 
its exciting new chapter as a 
16-19 Academy and as part of 
the Challenge Academy Trust, I 
reiterate our goal to ensure 
every young person at Priestley is 
supported, inspired and challenged 
to achieve their full potential while 
studying at the college.

 

Safeguarding in its widest sense 
is one of our key priorities and we 
ensure healthy living is part of our 
tutorial programme.

Our key aim is to ensure that 
students are safe and are aware 
of all potential danger including 
drug taking, (both legal and illegal 
recreational drugs).

Whilst we are vigilant within 
college, we are aware that some 
students will be exposed to drugs 
outside of college. 

In order to ensure we are as 
informed as much as possible 
about these issues, we will 
take advantage of a number of 

The first college internal deadline 
to submit your completed final 
UCAS application for processing 
by your Personal Tutor is Friday 13 
October (this early date has been set 
due to the increase in competition 
for Higher Education places, thus 
allowing your application to be 
submitted for consideration to HE 
institutions via UCAS as early as 
possible).

The next internal college 
deadline is Wednesday 22 
November (this date must be met if 
you would like your application to 

initiatives including those offered 
by Cheshire Police Drugs Team.

This will include some visits by 
members of the team to provide 
further information and bringing 
in a drugs dog to do a sweep 
of the college to confirm our 
environment is safe.

We will also arrange for 
external speakers to deliver talks 
to students on the dangers of 
legal highs. 

We are not alone in this 
approach as all Warrington 
secondary schools are looking to 
a similar strategy as a proactive 
measure to keep our students safe.

welcome

Priestley values good citizenship and believes our students are 
well behaved, focused on achievement and are good members 
of both our college and local community.

If you are considering university in September you need to submit 
a first full draft of your personal statement and complete the 
personal details section on the UCAS online application form by 
the end of the summer term (before the summer break).

be submitted to UCAS before the 
Christmas break).

The final internal deadline is 
Monday 11 December (this is to 
meet the UCAS external deadline 
on 15 January 2018). 

We require a minimum of 10 
working days to thoroughly check 
your application details, college 
reference and personal statement 
before it can be sent. 

Build in a 10-day checking 
period into your planning, submit 
your online application and inform 
your Personal Tutor.
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Your next steps..
All of you will be progressing in some way at the end of the year, whether 
it is to the next stage of your time at Priestley or moving on to employment 
and university. Here are some things to remember along the way:

If you are studying at Level 2..
Once you have successfully 
completed a Level 2 course you can 
progress to a Level 3 programme.

Your personal tutor will discuss 
your options in May. If you wish 
to switch to a different curriculum 
line you will have the chance to 
discuss this with the relevant senior 
staff. To change courses you will be 
asked to fill out a form and attend 
an interview in the week beginning 
22 May. Please fill in this form even 
if you do not want to return to 
college so that we know your plans 
for September. 

If you are studying at Level 3..
All students who successfully meet 
their targets will be registered for 
Year 2. Anyone who doesn’t, or 
anyone who wants to change their 
options, will be given a registration 
appointment between August and 
2 September.

If you wish to withdraw from 
a course you will need to collect a 
form from Senior Tutors and have 
it countersigned by your subject/
course tutor and your parents/carers. 
This will only be allowed after you 
have completed all exams and 
assessments. We STRONGLY ADVISE 
you continue studying all subjects/
courses until you have your final 
results from Year 1. Throughout the 

summer term you will have reviews 
with progress tutors to confirm your 
targets, and to discuss course changes.

Options Day will give you a chance 
to discuss your choices with senior 
curriculum staff.

If you do not have a GCSE grade 
C or above in English and/or Maths by 
September you will need to continue 
studying English and/or Maths at 
Priestley next year.

Going to university September 
2017..

•  MAY 31 - All student finance 
applications need to be completed 
online at www.direct.gov.uk/
studentfinance 

•  AUGUST 17 - Results Day. Support 
will be available in college on results 
day for anyone who goes through 
Clearing.

Going to university September 
2018..

•  Speak to us if you are taking a year 
out as we will still help with personal 
statements, UCAS forms etc.

•  Please DO NOT contact your former 
personal tutor as all reference 
requests are dealt with in Student 
Services.  

 

Please remember to make sure you 
have handed in all text books and 
equipment for those courses you are 
finishing this year before you leave 
college.

Everyone must make sure library 
books are returned by the end of 
term, or you may be faced with a bill 
before you get your results.

Finally if you have a locker key 
please hand it in to Student Services 
on your last day in college to ensure 
you get your deposit back. 

You should note that all lockers 
are cleared out over the summer and 
we cannot be held responsible for 
any items of personal property that 
are left in term.

experienceWORK
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rememberWHAT TO

BEFORE YOU GO

If you have not applied to go to 
university this summer, and would 
like some work experience, then let 
us know.

Pick up a form from Student 
Services and return it as quickly as 
possible as places are limited.

Work will be available within 
most career options.

Working with The 21st Century 
Leadership Company will enable 
some of our second year students 
who are leaving this summer to 
receive ongoing support in finding 
employment when they finish higher 
education.

We will subsidise the training 
to make it as affordable as possible 
for our students who will receive 

Priestley has teamed up with an award-winning company to help 
students secure employment.

Help at hand to secure employment

bespoke support.
There will be advice on how 

to succeed in the jobs market, 
improving social skills and 
guidance about securing the 
perfect career.

Information about how 
students can apply will be emailed 
to you and your parents in the 
next few weeks.

neighbour
BE A GOOD

Please be aware that many of the 
streets near to college now have 
restricted parking.

We have introduced a 
designated picking up/dropping off 
zone at the front of the Priestley 
building so that you can avoid 
being picked up / dropped off in 
these streets, which can cause a 
hazard.

 

To continue into a third year or Level 
3 programme at Priestley, complete 
an application form available from 
the Senior Tutors’ office.



discovery

Rambert’s

ROAD TO

PRIESTLEY STEPS INTO 

HISTORY

WITH COLAS
A company that uses clever 
chemistry to help build the UK’s 
road infrastructure has shared some 
of its secrets with young chemists 
from Priestley College.

The team at Colas invited 
A-Level students into its factory 
to discover more about the 
chemistry it uses, how production 
lines operate and the best ways 
to ensure quality control in a 
laboratory.

“It was inspiring to see chemistry 
used in a real situation instead of 
just in theory,” said Jake Higgins, 
who studies A-Levels in Maths, 
Further Maths, Chemistry and 
Physics.

Using clever chemistry Colas 
has developed sustainable products 
which can be applied through a 
variety of equipment to enable 
roads to be resurfaced and 
repainted faster and with less fuss.

It provides safe, innovative 
and sustainable solutions for the 
design, building and maintenance 
of transport infrastructure.

Priestley is to play a part in 
celebrating the 90th anniversary of 
Britain’s oldest dance company.

The college is one of nine 
establishments in the country to 
be chosen by Rambert, who are 
running a nationwide programme 
of activity celebrating the 
company’s work called Rambert 
at 90.

To help mark this historic 
moment in its prestigious history, 
Rambert asked Priestley to create 
an infographic exploring and 
explaining the dance company 
through the 1990s.

Judges vote in favour 
of Priestley

It played out like a typical courtroom drama with both sides 
arguing their cases with passion and clarity. However, when the 
judges reached their verdict there was only one winner – and that 
was Priestley College.

Aspiring medics picked up some tips on how to secure their dream 
careers during a workshop at Priestley College.

A judging panel of local lay 
magistrates watched as students 
from Priestley and Barrow Hall 
College pitted their wits against 
each other in a mock trial based 
around a fictional domestic violence 
case.

They agreed Priestley had 
performed better overall and 
awarded one of the star performer 
awards to the college’s Tara 
Robinson, who is studying a BTEC 
in Law along with A-Levels in 
Psychology and Sociology. Tara 

Fastbleep Schools organised 
for medical students from The 
University of Manchester to guide 
Priestley’s cohort through a series 
of exercises including resuscitation, 
suturing, First Aid and bandaging.

In another exercise they 
examined human physiology and 

played the role of a prosecution 
lawyer.

“It gave me a valuable insight 
into the preparation a lawyer 
must do for court as well as the 
experience of being an advocate in a 
real courtroom,” said Tara, a former 
pupil at The Heath.

“It enabled me to put myself in 
the shoes of a real lawyer and has 
confirmed my ambition to pursue 
a career in Law, hopefully as a 
barrister. After Priestley my next goal 
is to progress onto a Law degree.”

 

Medical students breathe new 
life into their profession

during the sessions shared their 
advice on how to secure a place at a 
medical school. “For our students to 
hear from those who have already 
taken that next step on the road to 
becoming a doctor or medic was 
a great opportunity,” said Tutor 
Shahida Khanam.
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Oxbridge offers for 
Abi and Matt

OXFORD had never been part of the plan for aspiring biochemist 
Matthew Peach.

However, after visiting with Priestley 
College he fell for the university’s 
atmosphere and now has an offer 
to study Biochemistry starting in 
October.

“I knew that I wanted to study at 
university, but I had not considered 
applying to Oxford until last summer 
when I visited with Priestley,” said 
the former Cardinal Newman pupil.

Matthew, who studies A-Levels 
in Biology, Chemistry, Maths and 
German, is on The Graduate 
programme at Priestley, which is 
designed to help students prepare 
and secure places at Russell Group 
universities.

Fellow Priestley student and 
former Lymm High pupil Abi Barrell 
was also amazed when she received 
an offer to study Maths at Queens 
College, Cambridge.

However, after much 
consideration she has decided to 
pass on that offer and hopes to 
study at Leeds instead.

“I don’t feel like putting myself 
under the kind of pressure I would 
be under at Cambridge, I don’t 
think it would be a good idea for 
me personally,” said Abi, who is 
studying A-Levels in Computing, 
Maths and Further Maths.

An academic helped Priestley College 
students journey back in time to 
explore the exploits of early merchant 
adventurers.

Dr Tom Leng, from the University 
of Sheffield, visited Priestley to speak 
about some of the significant events 
of the 17th century.

His talk brought an extra voice to 
the History students’ Early Modern 
syllabus and also allowed them to ask 
questions about the period.

“As well as it being a fascinating 
talk this was like a university 
experience for our students,” said 
Oliver Lister, Priestley’s Head of 
History.

“It was a lecture followed by 
questions and answers so really 
provided them with a sense of what 
university study will be like.”

A student looked to the past for 
an idea to promote the latest 
technological development by an 
international bank.

Alannah Garland, who is studying 
BTEC Graphic Design, created a 
marketing campaign for the planned 

‘contactless cash’ feature within 
Barclays’ mobile banking smartphone 
app.

Her vision to promote the feature 
– which allows customers to withdraw 
money from ATMs without inserting 
a card – was judged the best out of 
the entries from her fellow Priestley 
College students.

She received an online shopping 
voucher in recognition of her efforts.

history

‘love story’
WINS OVER BARCLAYS’ JUDGES

JOURNEY INTO

ALANNAH’S

Sport Priestley has enjoyed great success in recent months.

Sport Priestley nets success

Our volleyball team won the 
regional competition to represent 
the North West in the AoC Sport 
National Championships in April.

Star player Daniel Burrows was 
also selected to be the North West’s 
team captain and will lead out the 
squad at the opening ceremony.

Priestley’s footballers also won 
their league and reached the final of 
the John Sleigh Cup.
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Please remember to check the 
information within 24 hours of the 
start time of an exam in case seat 
numbers and room changes have 
been made.

During the examination period 
students are excused morning 
lessons if they have an examination 
in the afternoon, but they should 
attend timetabled lessons once their 
examinations on any day have been 
completed.

Throughout the examination 
period students will have access to 
study and refreshment facilities even 
when classes have been suspended.

The LRC/EXOP is open until 6pm 

on Mondays, Tuesdays, Wednesdays 
and Thursdays to give students extra 
opportunities to work late during 
the exam period. 

Students who miss a class due 
to examination commitments will 
not have an absence mark recorded 
in their register and bursary 
payments will not be affected.

Note: If you fail to sit any 
examinations that you are currently 
enrolled against, you may not 
be able to return to Priestley in 
September and you will need to 
have an interview with a Senior 
Manager before your place can be 
confirmed.

forget
DON’T

•  Bring your college ID card 
otherwise you might not be able 
to take the exam. If you need a 
new card ask at Student Services. 
The cost will be £3.

•  Mobile phones and MP3 players 
are banned from exams and 
should not be taken into an 
examination room. If possible do 
not bring your phone to college 
on exam day. If you do, label 
it clearly and leave at Student 
Services or the LRC reception at 
least 15 minutes before your 
exam.

•  Taking a mobile into an exam 
could lead to everyone’s results 
being declared void, not just 
yours.

•  Any drinks other than unlabelled 
water will be removed.

•  Check your exam information 
leaflet for what can and cannot 
be taken into an exam room.

•  Your mobile phone record must 
be up-to-date at college. If you 
have changed your number 
please let Student Services know 
as soon as possible.

•  If you experience problems 
getting into college for an exam 
and know you are going to be 
late, please inform the college 
straight away by phoning 01925 
624462 (put it into your mobile 
now, just in case!)

Examination reminders

All students will have their individual examination timetable on 
Student Quay. Please check these. This is especially important for 
students who have special circumstances or consideration.

BTEC results will be available on Wednesday 5 July from 12.30pm to 
1.30pm for those who are completing a programme this year.

Exam result days at Priestley

AS-Level results are due to be 
published on Thursday 17 August 
and will be available for collection 
from 10am. They will also be 
available to view online from noon.

GCSE and BTEC Level 2 results 

will be published on Thursday 24 
August and will be available for 
collection from 9am.

Staff will be on hand to advise 
and guide those who need support 
at these crucial times.
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During Choices Week there will 
be various activities taking place 
in tutorial and curriculum blocks, 
involving visitors from universities, 
employers, ex-students and 
apprenticeships delivering sessions 
to help you make informed decisions 
about your future. 

We expect all students to 
participate and make full use of 
college time to prepare university 
applications and to update CVs ready 
for the start of Year 2. 

The focus from university 
admissions staff this year will be 
personal statements. All Year 1 Level 
3 students will need to have a draft 
to their personal tutors by the end of 
the term.

This is the final day you can discuss 
any new subjects you may wish to 
pick up at AS or V1 level during your 
second year. There will be posters 
around college and details displayed 
in tutorial newsletters and on the 
plasma screens about where you can 
find tutors at certain times of the day.  

Student Services is open through 
the summer when you will be 
able to get advice on universities 
and employment applications by 
contacting Ian Edge or Charlie Dunbar.

There is an earlier deadline of 
Thursday 21 September 2017 for 
Oxford/Cambridge applications, 
together with Medicine, Veterinary 
Science, Law and the Russell Group 
universities. For all early application 
students the external deadline is 15 
October 2017.

 

week

day

dates

CHOICES

w/c MONDAY 19 JUNE 

MONDAY 26 JUNE 
OPTIONS

OXBRIDGE

7

Not to be missed..

Priestley Performing Arts is proud to present ‘Joseph and the 
Amazing Technicolor Dreamcoat’ on 27, 28 and 29 June.

Performances by our BTEC Performing 
Arts first year students start at 
7.30pm and are suitable for all ages.

It then opens daily until 30 June 
from 9am until 4pm and can be 
found in the Arts Centre and the 
Design Centre.

Work from A-Level, Extended 
Diploma, Art Foundation and First 
Diploma students will be showcased.

Tickets are on sale now at the 
Cash Office in college. £9 (adults) 
or £7 (concessions).

 

The Annual Summer Show 
featuring fantastic work by our 
students opens on Tuesday 20 
June from 5pm until 7pm.

Showcase of artistic talent



Trust backs Ben’s race 
to the Paralympics

A student’s goal to compete in the 2020 Tokyo Paralympics has 
received support from Priestley College’s charity.

Ben Callander, who is 16 and from 
Penketh, has been awarded £1,000 
from the Priestley Education & 
Training Trust to help pay for the 
costs of travelling to Switzerland for 
two training camps this year.

Ben began wheelchair racing 
in 2013 after watching the sport 
at the 2012 Paralympic Games in 
London.

Inspired by British wheelchair 
racer David Weir, he began 
training and then competing in 
the T33 classification – one of four 
categories for wheelchair athletes 
with cerebral palsy, a neurological 
condition that affects independent 
movement.

Principal Matthew Grant said 
the Priestley Education & Training 
Trust was set up to help students 
like Ben.

“Not only is Ben doing well in his 
studies he is also striving to succeed 
on an international level in his 
chosen sport,” he said.

“PETT aims to support our 
students – both past and present – 
when they are in need whether that 
is to pursue academic or sporting 
excellence or simply to continue 
their education in some way.”

If you would like to sponsor 
Ben to help him secure his goal of 
competing in the Paralympics, email 
ben.callander1@icloud.com

www.priestley.ac.uk

PETT helps past and present students where no other financial 
support is available for specialist fees or to help fund activities that 
will help improve their career prospects.

Priestley Education and Training Trust 

One day you might benefit or even 
be able to contribute to the charity 
yourself in some way.

If you have any questions about 

how PETT can help you or how you 
could help us please contact the 
Trustees’ Secretary, via c.blinkhorn@
priestley.ac.uk

holiday

classes:

SPRING BANK

THERE WILL BE NO

the end
CLASSES UNTIL

OF THE YEAR

Classes finish for half term on 
Friday 26 May at 4pm. College will 
be open again on Monday 5 June.

Monday 3 and Tuesday 4 
July: Welcome Day for next year’s 
applicants.
Friday 30 June: Professional 
Development Day.

Formal AS classes finish for study 
leave on Friday 19 May at 4pm. 
However, individual subjects may 
continue to hold revision sessions 
after this date. Classes will begin 
again on Monday 12 June.

•  BTEC Level 3 classes continue 
as normal until 12pm on Friday 
14 July.

•  GCSE classes will continue until 
8 June (or the last exam date for 
each subject if before this date). 
After the exams all classes will 
continue until 12pm on Friday 
14 July.


