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PRINCIPAL’S
WELCOME 

this goal has resulted in many

successes over the past year

including students who have:

• received top scholarships worth

thousands of pounds

• secured BAFtA nominations for

computer Games Design

• Won a prestigious mock trial

contest 

• represented the North West in

swimming

• enjoyed victory in a national

competition to design a phone

app ahead of 22,000 other

entrants

one of our cohort was even named

the country’s top Art and Design

Btec student and we are very

proud of all these outstanding

achievements.

Going forward you can be assured

that we are a college that looks to

the future and we always strive to

implement fresh ideas and improve

our campus.

If you choose priestley you will now

benefit from the extended crescent

café and enhanced performing Arts

facilities as well as an upgraded

WiFi network.

A £1.5million technology centre was

also opened recently whilst a

further £835,000 was invested in a

modern science laboratory as well

as a computer network upgrade.

other facilities to look out for are

the All Weather sports pitch,

Learning resource centre, Media

rooms and starbucks coffee outlet.

We also boast the widest range of

courses in the region and specialist

teachers, which not only means

they have expert knowledge but

also a genuine passion for their

subjects.

our steM status means we are one

of the leading colleges in the

country for teaching science,

technology, engineering and maths.

As a centre for the Duke of

edinburgh Gold Award we are able

to run the programme around your

timetable giving you the best

chance to achieve the award and

academic success.

We offer you great opportunities

both at home and abroad and have

a proven track record of alumni

who achieve great things. 

so it is not surprising that so many

young people choose priestley and

I hope you do too. 

For the past few years we have

been heavily oversubscribed, so if

you are in Year 11 make sure you

get your application in early – no

later than 28 February 2016 – to

ensure you have a place with us in

september.

In the meantime you can keep up-

to-date with the latest news from

priestley by visiting our website

www.priestley.ac.uk as well as on

facebook and twitter.

Matthew Grant

Principal

choosing the right college – and then settling into
that new life – are big moments for everyone.
We believe we got it right when we chose
priestley because the college has so much to
offer.
priestley provided the support we needed to
make the progression from high school to college
a comfortable one.
We also enjoy being on a great campus and
studying a wide variety of courses.
Another thing that will help you settle in at
priestley is the wide variety of enrichment
activities, which give you the chance to meet
students outside your subject areas.
something we love about priestley is that it listens
to its students.
through the college council you are able to raise
issues, suggest improvements and ask questions
of the senior managers.
over the years this has led to many improvements
at college, most recently the extension to the
crescent café.
All this means we, as priestley students, believe
we can achieve our goals whilst still enjoying the
support we need to reach our potential.
Hopefully you will see the benefits and choose
priestley yourself. We are certain you will not
regret it if you do.

Holly Roach (President)
Ben Jackson-Spruce (Vice President)

our MIssIoN At prIestLeY Is to INspIre,

cHALLeNGe AND support so tHAt You exceL

IN LeArNING AND IN LIFe.
MESSAGE
FroM tHe coLLeGe couNcIL
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REASONS TO CHOOSE 

PRIESTLEY
COLLEGE

IN 2014 tHe coLLeGe coMMIssIoNeD AN INDepeNDeNt MArKet reseArcH

coNsuLtANcY to uNDertAKe Focus Group reseArcH to DeterMINe tHe

reAsoNs WHY stuDeNts cHoose to stuDY At prIestLeY.

www.priestley.ac.uk   01925 4154154

Our students identified the following benefits of

studying at Priestley:

• the wide range and combination of courses to suit

individual needs and aspirations

• A timetable that allows for many subjects to be studied

alongside each other, including the ability to combine

academic and vocational courses

• All teachers are specialist 16-19 teachers and there are a

number of specialists in each subject to support you 

• the ability for the most able to take up to 5 As subjects

• enthusiastic and passionate staff

• Attractive campus and excellent facilities

• travel and freedom of movement with a variety of

alternative bus services and a good transport

infrastructure

• the opportunity to study somewhere new and take steps

to prepare for university or employment

• proactive and visible student college council who

regularly contribute to college developments and policy.

Further benefits include:

• Long track record of fantastic pass rates and

achievement at A-Level and across Vocational

programmes

• excellent levels of support, advice and guidance with

specialist guidance for ucAs and university entrance,

including oxford and cambridge

• students regularly progress to top universities and/or

leading employers

• extensive range of enrichment activities and a

comprehensive range of uK and overseas travel and

study visits

• High academic standards and expectations and caring

adult learning environment

• Dedicated tutorial and teaching times

• excellent Value Added

Parent Views
results from the college’s 2014/15 parent survey are summarised below. parents were asked to state to what

extent they agreed with the following statements on a scale of 1 to 5 (1 = strongly Disagree to 5 = strongly Agree)  

Average Score

• I am happy with the choice of this college 4.55

• I would recommend priestley college to a friend/relative 4.55

• I/we are impressed with the facilities the college is able to offer  4.57 

• the college demands high standards of work 4.41

• the college demands high standards of student behaviour 4.46

• I believe my son/daughter is well taught 4.29

• priestley provides a safe learning environment for my son/daughter 4.55

OFSTED's Conclusion
the overall conclusion of inspectors was given against 5 criteria:

Effectiveness of Provision Grade 1     Outstanding

Capacity to Improve Grade 1     Outstanding

Achievements and Standards Grade 1     Outstanding

Quality of Provision Grade 1     Outstanding

Leadership and Management Grade 1     Outstanding

“Everyone I spoke
to was passionate
about what they
were doing”

“Priestley College

really is an

outstanding college

where every

learner really does

matter”.  oFsteD



SECURE 
YOUR PLACE

Got a question?
email:

admissions@
priestley.ac.uk

Open Events
come and see our amazing campus and

facilities, talk to students and teachers, meet the

principal and find out more about the subjects,

courses and many enrichment activities that may

interest you. our planned open events are on

the following dates:

Wednesday 7 October 5:30pm to 8pm

Thursday 8 October 5:30pm to 8pm

Saturday 17 October 10:30am to 12:30pm

Wednesday 11 November 5:30pm to 8pm

Wednesday 23 March 5:30pm to 7:30pm

How to apply
Application packs are available from student

services and the Admissions office or can be

downloaded from our website.

Guaranteed places at priestley can only be

offered to those who apply before our priority

application deadline on the 28 February 2016.

Applications received after this date will be

treated on a first come first served basis.

Interviews
All applicants are invited for interview and

parents are welcome to attend too. You can also

book an interview when you visit us at an open

event if you wish.

Interview evenings take place between 4:00pm

and 7:00pm and those currently planned for

2015/2016 are:

If you are offered a place at interview you will

need to accept this by the date given to

guarantee your place at priestley in

september 2016.

Welcome Day
once you have accepted your place at priestley

you will be invited to attend Welcome Day which

takes place in July. Here you will be able to

sample some of the subjects you are

considering taking in september and meet

some of your teachers and other students who

are planning to join us.   

Choices Day
there is one final opportunity to discuss your

programme choices at priestley at the end of

August once Gcse results have been published.

this is on tuesday 30 August between 1.00pm

and 3.00pm.

Registration
You will make your final decisions about the

subjects and courses you will take at priestley at

registration. this takes place from Wednesday

31 August through to Friday 2 september.

Term Starts
Your first day at priestley will be Monday 12

september starting at 8.45am. It may seem a

long way off now, but there is a lot to crowd in

between now and then.  Make sure you stay in

touch right the way through this crucial time. 

Keep a close eye on our website at

www.priestley.ac.uk for subject and course

updates and follow us on twitter and Facebook

to keep up to date with what’s going on at

college throughout the year. 

If you have any questions please contact our

Admissions Hotline on 01925 415415 or email

admissions@priestley.ac.uk. We will always be

happy to help you.

MAKe sure You tAKe eVerY opportuNItY to FIND out For YourseLF
WHY prIestLeY Is tHe AreA’s LeADING proVIDer oF A-LeVeL AND
VocAtIoNAL quALIFIcAtIoNs AND WHY More stuDeNts cHoose to
stuDY At prIestLeY tHAN ANYWHere eLse Across WArrINGtoN.

Wednesday 21 October

Tuesday 3 November

Monday 16 November

Tuesday 24 November

Monday 18 January 

Tuesday 19 January 

Tuesday 23 February
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STUDENT
PERFORMANCE
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Priestley College celebrated a

decade of success in 2014 when

students achieved an overall pass

rate of 99% for the 10th year in a

row and this record continued into

2015 when an impressive 100% pass

rate was secured in 39 subjects.

We’re very proud of the level of

consistency achieved at priestley

over the past decade. our

impressive run of success has been

achieved thanks to the dedication of

all college staff and by creating a

college environment that seeks to

inspire students of all abilities to

achieve their full potential.

there was also great success for

those combining Btec and A-Level

studies at priestley with students

picking up triple Distinctions along

with top A-Level grades.

A-Level results roundup:
• 99% overall pass rate for 11th

consecutive year

• 100% pass rate in 39 subjects

• 68% of A-Level grades awarded 

at A* to c

BTEC results roundup:
• 100% pass rate in all Btec

extended Diplomas

• 73% of Btec grades awarded at

Distinction* or Distinction

Highlights include:
• excellent A* to B A-Level pass rates

in Art, Biology, chemistry, Dance,

Drama, 3D Design, english

Literature and Language, Film

studies, Further Maths, Graphics,

Maths, Media, philosophy and

politics

• Nearly 200 A-Level grades were 

A* or A

• Many students achieved three or

more A-Levels at A* or A

• 200 students achieved Btec

grades at Distinction* or Distinction

• A remarkable 68 students

achieved a triple Distinction*

• 124 students achieved at least a

triple Distinction

EMILy TIERNAN
Former school:
Bridgewater
High
A A B C
Destination:
Newcastle
University



KATHERyN
THOMPSON
Former school:
penketh High
A* A A A
Destination:
Oxford
University

MATTHEW
RADLEy
Former school:
Birchwood High
A* A* A* B
Destination:
University of
Manchester

AMy DEWSNIP
Former school:
Bridgewater
High
A A A D*D*
Destination: 
East 15 Acting
School

Priestley Students make excellent
progress
• Value added measures track the progress

students make based on their Gcse results

and priestley students make very positive

progress

• the national value added measures show

that priestley students make significantly

above average progress in A-Level, at As

and on Btec extended Diploma

programmes. 

• the ALps value added measures of student

progress show that in many subjects and

courses priestley is in the top 10% of all

providers. 

Great performance
• excellent results achieved across all Btec

Level 2 qualifications

• our Gcse re-sit students achieved a 53% 

A* to c pass rate

7

MASIH SAMIM
Former school:
stoke High
A* B B D
Destination: 
University of Law



STUDENT
PROGRESSION
uNIVersItY, eMpLoYMeNt AND AppreNtIcesHIps 
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priestley is just a stepping stone on your journey
towards securing a future in the world of work. this may
be via university whilst some students go straight from
priestley into prestigious jobs or apprenticeships. 

our focus is to inspire, challenge and support you to
reach your full potential in all qualifications you take. You
will be given every opportunity to hone those skills and
talents that every leading university and employer seek
from today’s generation of young people. Your personal
tutor will give you individual support and run various
group activities to set you on the right path. We also
offer a range of fantastic specialist opportunities to
stretch and challenge you including: 

The Graduate Programme 
unique to priestley, the Graduate programme aims to
raise the aspirations of the very best students to ensure
we unlock your potential. It gives you every opportunity
to be ready to apply for some of the most competitive
degree courses in the country and/or to apply for top
companies in the uK and abroad.  
through the Graduate you will benefit from: 
• specialist coaching 
• exciting opportunities at leading universities including,

oxford, cambridge, Manchester, Durham, London,
York and Warwick

• challenges that take you out of your comfort zone
and help prepare you for application and interviews

• A bespoke support group 
• Visiting lecturers 
• specialist advice and guidance 

In 2015 leading lecturers and professors from oxford,
cambridge, York, Leeds, salford, Liverpool and chester
universities judged our unrivalled annual essay
competition where first year students are given
invaluable feedback prior to completing university
applications. 

The Engineering Education Scheme
students work to develop real life solutions to
production problems. students from priestley have
worked with top engineers from sellafield on a number
of tasks developing team work, problem solving and

presentation skills. through our links with top
universities our scientists have benefitted from practical
demonstrations from university lecturers from
Nottingham university whilst computing students
continue to benefit from our close links with the
university of salford.

Pre Medical Programme
Here students gain the latest insights into the leading
medical professions through work with universities such
as Liverpool and Manchester. Whilst also benefitting
from guest speakers including practitioners and current
medical students and visits. this is the number one
choice for those seeking careers in Medicine, Dentistry
or Veterinary science. 

Solvay Partnership
solvay is a highly respected international chemical
company with a local base. It has supported the running
of the priestley/solvay science conference looking at
issues around the sustainability agenda for the benefit of
Year 10 pupils whilst working alongside our current
students.  

Maths and Science Olympiads
our maths and science students are challenged each
year to enter the olympiad programme where they set
themselves against the best students from across the
country through a series of tests and assessments. since
2012 our students have achieved more than 80 Gold,
silver or Bronze medals and in 2014 one of our students
was chosen to represent the uK in the international
finals in Vietnam for chemistry.  

British Model Flying Association 
Electric Challenge
Here our science and engineering students take on the
world’s leading universities at the annual event held at
elvington airfield in Yorkshire. Working with a local pilot
the students design and build model aircraft to complete
a series of challenges. In 2015 two priestley teams came
second in two events to university teams from england
and Germany. 

MORE THAN

650
WENT ON TO

UNIVERSITy OR
FURTHER

EDUCATION*

*based on 2014 figures



GIVe YourseLF tHe eDGe
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Pre Teaching Programme
this programme has been extended to include an option for
those who are considering becoming a secondary teacher
as well as those looking to go into primary teaching. see
page 34 for full details. 

Start a new Language
We are keen to help all students develop their language
skills and we currently run beginners courses in French,
German and spanish. 

Pre Law
our second year students are able to benefit from this
programme where you gain an in depth insight into legal
professions such as solicitor and barrister. You will take part
in Mooting competitions and work with local Magistrates as
well as taking part in specialist trips and visits. You will also
be helped to prepare for specialist university entrance tests.   

Music and Performance Groups
our inspirational performance companies give you every
opportunity to hone your skills and talents through practical
experiences with regular performances of the highest
standard. these are Breathe, the college choir; oxygen, a
contemporary Dance company and respiration our
theatre company. 

International Aspirations
priestley has an outstanding reputation for widening
students’ experiences by running a series of overseas
educational visits that enhance both learning and personal
development. In recent years we have seen students travel
to New York, Washington, Berlin, Geneva, Lanzarote, sicily
and Iceland for course related experiences. In addition cross
college trips have been run to Mozambique and Moldova to
support charitable activities. 

The Duke of Edinburgh Award
priestley is extremely proud to be a licensed Duke of
edinburgh Awarding Body. each year we enable over 50

students to take part in the programme with many going
on to achieve Gold or silver Awards. A Duke of edinburgh
Gold or silver Award is highly regarded by universities
and employers.  

Focus on Employment
our specialist Guidance team works to ensure that every
opportunity is taken to engage leading local, regional and
national employers in activities that ensure students are
ready for the world of work. opportunities include live briefs
for projects, internships, specialist work experience or
placements and talks and seminars delivered in college. We
also link in with the National Apprenticeship programme. 

Apprenticeships
Hundreds of priestley students continue on to top
apprenticeships every year as they pursue their dream
careers. In recent years our students have gone on to work
with the likes of Barclays, Jaguar, Fujitsu and united
utilities, to name just a few. At least one has become an
apprentice nuclear engineer while others have started their
working life as trainee estate agents, accountants, child
carers and sports coaches.

We take great pride in the number of former students who
have found apprenticeships and jobs. A lot of these jobs
and placements have been achieved through the sheer
hard work of students and also the strong links that
priestley enjoys with businesses in Warrington and Halton.

It is vital that young people are prepared for life either at
university or in the workplace and priestley delivers both.
Former students have secured posts or training across a
diverse range of subjects including It, hairdressing,
photography and care work. one recently started training
to become a teacher in china while other former priestley
learners have joined the royal Marines, Warrington
Borough council, Warrington NHs and Bank of America.

200
PRIESTLEy

STUDENTS WENT
STRAIGHT INTO
WORK OR HIGH

QUALITy
APPRENTICESHIPS*

priestleycollege

@priestleysfc

priestleycollege

Priestley offers more
subject choices than
any other college or
sixth form in the area*
*Based on figures published by the 
Department for education in
January 2015.



STUDENT 

SUCCESS
STORIES
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student: Zach Wrightson
Former school: Beamont collegiate 

Academy

studied: Btec Art and Design, 

Gcses in english and Maths

Zach was named outstanding Btec 

creative Art and Design student of the 

Year at the National Btec Awards. 

pearson uK – who run Btecs in the 

uK – described his journey as the 

epitome of a Btec success story after 

he left school with one Gcse grade of 

a c or above but secured a D*D*D* in 

his Btec Art and Design.

student: George Preidt
Former school: Woolston community 

High school

studied: Accounts, Business and 

Maths

George became one of only 19 

students in the country to secure the 

Kaplan scholarship, which allows him 

to earn while he learns. He will receive 

more than £15,000 worth of 

accountancy training and carry out an 

accountancy apprenticeship with Asc 

renewables followed by further 

professional qualifications.

student: Alice Williamson 
Former school: st Gregory’s catholic 

High school 

studied: chemistry, Biology, 

physics, Design and technology, 

english Literature

Alice successfully completed her A-

Levels at priestley and is helping lead 

the world’s search to find a cure for 

malaria. she was recently named one 

of Australia’s most promising young 

scientists due to her work with the 

open source Malaria project.

student: Joni Ashton 
Former school: the Heath in runcorn

studied: computer Games Design 

Btec extended Diploma

Joni and fellow priestley student 

Declan Metcalfe were both finalists in 

the BAFtA Young Game Designers 

competition. they submitted their 

games concepts based on work they 

produced for their extended Diploma 

for which they both achieved D*D*D*.

student: Natalie Renshaw 
Former school: sir thomas Boteler

studying: Biology, chemistry, Maths, 

engineering scheme

Natalie was among four priestley 

students who achieved the crest 

Gold Award in recognition of her 

creativity and innovation in solving a 

problem. the challenge was set by 

sellafield and was part of priestley’s 

engineering education scheme.

student: Eve Billington 
Former school: Birchwood community 

High school

studying: Btec Level 3 It, english 

Literature, religious studies, 

Media studies

eve was part of a team of three 

priestley students who won at the 

Apps for Good Awards. their design 

for an app – which helps students find 

suitable part-time work – was judged 

one of the best in the country ahead of 

more than 20,000 ideas.

“I’ve found
what I am
good at and
what I want
to do during
my time at
college so
everything
has worked
out really
well” 
George Preidt



Got a question?
email:

admissions@
priestley.ac.uk

student: Gavin Faulkner 
Former school: Great sankey county 

High school

studying: Law, pe, Business studies, 

extended project and pre-Law 

enrichment

Gavin helped priestley win the sixth 

Form Mock trial competition, which 

was organised by the Warrington 

Magistrates’ Association. students 

took on a variety of roles including 

lawyers, witnesses, ushers and legal 

advisors during the mock trial and 

were marked on a series of criteria.

student: Poppy Willock 
Former school: cardinal Newman

studying: Btec extended Diploma 

in Graphic Design

priestley partners with a number of 

high-profile businesses to give students

the chance to work on live briefs. 

poppy’s work on one such task 

impressed managers at Barclays so 

much they commissioned her to paint a

huge mural, which now stands in an 

entrance at its headquarters at 

radbroke in Knutsford. After 

completing her Btec extended 

Diploma at priestley poppy worked as a

freelance designer and studied at 

Bolton university.

student: Andrew McLay 
Former school: Birchwood community 

High school

studying: Geography, pe, english 

Language & Literature, 

extended project 

Andrew was in a team of four priestley 

students who secured bronze medals 

in the British colleges National 

swimming championships. students 

from priestley made up half of the 

North West team and each contributed 

to the final result.

11

“It’s amazing to be
nominated for a BAFTA

and something incredible
to look forward to” Joni Ashton

“We are designing new
medicines to tackle malaria and
rather than writing down our
findings in a secret notebook we
publish it all online” Alice Williamson

ART &
DESIGN
CENTRES



CAMPUS 

FACILITIES
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Most recently this has included an investment of over £1million to extend our
Crescent Café Bar and Performing Arts facilities and to upgrade the College WiFi
network.  A £1.5 million state-of-the-art technology centre was opened in 2014, with
a further £835,000 invested in a new science laboratory and an upgraded computer
network and infrastructure.  We are proud of the range of facilities you have access
to, both in and beyond the classroom. Here are some of the highlights:

The Crescent Building
the crescent Building provides a striking and

modern welcome to the college and

incorporates:

• specialised teaching rooms

• A recently extended café Bar 

• reception

• student services

Lewis Carroll Building
With eight classrooms over two floors this state-of

the-art facility is home to our It courses, 200

computers and a social study area available to all

students.

Learning Resource Centre
Designed to meet the needs of the modern day

student, the Lrc offers better facilities than you

would find at some universities.  It includes over

150 pcs, separate study areas for express access,

quiet study, group work and informal learning.

the Lrc is currently open for private study until

6pm Monday to thursday during term time so

that you can catch up on your studies. study

support staff are available to provide one-to-one

support for those who need it.

Media and Performing Arts Centre
this centre features the following first class

facilities:

• Drama studios

• Dance studios 

• performance practice studios

• performance theatre

• Media editing suite

• Music recording room

• Music practice rooms

• Music studio

• production Workshop

The Art & Design Centres
these centres provide the broadest and most

diverse range of Art and Design courses in a truly

creative and inspiring environment.  Workshop

and studio spaces are equipped with a wealth of

specialist equipment and machinery for subjects

and activities including textiles, 3D Design

technology, Graphics, computer Games Design,

photography, ceramics, Glass and Fine Art.

the Graphic Design and photography suites

benefit from high specification pcs and are

installed with industry-standard multimedia

software, networked to A3 Laser duplex colour

printers.

the Arts centre also has an exhibition space for

the display of current and ongoing student work.

Science Laboratories
the college has invested over £350,000 to

create newly upgraded laboratories that boast a

range of high-tech equipment and facilities,

including fume cupboards and university-

standard analytical balances.  All of the college’s

science laboratories are equipped with state-of-

the-art university-standard apparatus for Biology,

chemistry, electronics, physics, Applied science

and science in society students.

SCIENCE
LABORATORIES

We HAVe receNtLY INVesteD oVer £15 MILLIoN to creAte A LeArNING

eNVIroNMeNt tHAt WILL BrING out tHe Best oF Your ABILItIes



Language Centre
this centre provides online learning facilities and is equipped with

headsets and microphones for listening and speaking activities.

Further resources include access to DiGI tV, prerecorded language

programmes and a wide selection of videos and DVDs to support

independent study, group work and language conversations. 

Sports Centre
A full-size sports hall is the centrepiece of this outstanding facility

which also houses a fitness suite and sports laboratory.

All Weather Sports Pitch
this superb £625,000 facility uses the very latest technology and is

available to the whole college community, including students opting

to study sport academically at priestley or those taking part in

enrichment activities.

Wicked Café Bar and Starbucks 
Grab a starbucks coffee, read, listen to a band, or watch tV on the

50 inch plasmas. these are fantastic social spaces to catch up with

friends between lessons. 

The Crescent Café 
this recently extended contemporary café provides freshly

prepared healthy food, including a salad bar, sandwiches, wraps,

soups and many other hot foods.  Breakfast is available from

8:15am.

Cashless Catering
our cashless catering system allows students to pay for meals using

their ID card. Your account can be topped up online, by cheque or at

one of the top-up machines in college. 

Outdoor Recreational Spaces 
Along with the two on-site café Bars, a variety of outdoor eating and

recreational areas are available, where students can switch off,

relax, meet friends or even enjoy a game of table tennis or giant

outdoor chess.
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£15 MILLION
INVESTMENT

WICKED

CAFé BAR
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this was endorsed by oFsteD who identified

the outstanding quality of teaching and learning

alongside the specialist teaching and learning

resources offered here. they also praised the

commitment, enthusiasm, subject knowledge

and support offered by our teachers to help

every learner achieve.

oFsteD commended priestley’s caring and

supportive learning environment and the

outstanding personal and subject support

provided to our students; the excellent

monitoring of learner progress; and the ‘can do’

culture of ambition and improvement.

All of our teachers are skilful, passionate and

engaging practitioners who specialise solely in

sixth Form teaching.

We invest heavily in their training to ensure they

are up to date with subject knowledge and

awarding body requirements. However, support

for your learning and success extends far

beyond the classroom. At priestley you will also

benefit from:

Student Services
the student services area of college provides a

responsive one-stop shop facility for all your

support needs. It is run by experienced and

friendly staff who can provide you with

information and support on a variety of issues

such as college counselling, travel, Finance and

careers and Higher education. student services

is open throughout the crucial summer period if

you have any questions once you have finished

your exams at school.

High Quality Advice and Guidance
our commitment to high quality impartial advice

and guidance was recognised in 2015 when we

were awarded the MAtrIx quality mark for IAG.

our guidance team includes specialist careers

and Higher education advisors who will work

with you to support your search for employment

and Higher education opportunities as you move

on from priestley. 

Personal Tutors and the Tutorial
Programme
every student at priestley has a personal tutor

who will help and advise you during your time at

college. they will monitor your progress and

attendance and will regularly discuss with you

your study methods, ambitions and any

difficulties you care to share with them. You will

follow a comprehensive tutorial programme

which will help prepare you for future

experiences at priestley and for higher level

studies and/or your chosen career.

Study Support
our study support team is based on the ground

floor of the Learning resource centre and offers

all students flexible and tailored study support to

meet their specific needs. You may for example

want help in structuring your assignments,

managing your workload, or even developing

your revision and exam techniques. the level

and frequency of support you access is

completely up to you.

support sessions can be weekly, a short course,

a single session, or drop in when needed. If you

have a disability or learning difficulty such as

dyslexia, we recommend that you contact the

study support team as soon as possible so that

your needs can be fully discussed. the team is

experienced in supporting students with a wide

range of difficulties and disabilities and can

provide one-to-one sessions and even in class

support to help with your studies and develop

your skills. If english is your second language,

regular one-to-one sessions and esoL

workshops can be provided to support you in

your studies and to improve your english.

WI-FI
WIRELESS
NETWORK

As tHe oNLY GeNuINe sIxtH ForM coLLeGe IN WArrINGtoN AND HALtoN We

prIDe ourseLVes oN tHe HIGH quALItY oF teAcHING AND support We oFFer



Got a question?
email:

admissions@
priestley.ac.uk

Equal Opportunities
We are committed to promoting equal opportunities for all and we

celebrate and value the diversity brought to the college by our

community.

Child Protection/Safeguarding
In line with national guidelines we have a safeguarding policy and

copies are available from student services on request.

Virtual Learning Environment
to support you in your learning Moodle, our Virtual Learning

environment, enables you to upload and submit completed

assignments for teacher feedback and access online course

resources which may include interactive quizzes, class forums,

glossaries, videos, hand-outs and powerpoint presentations.

Student and Parent Quay
to ensure you have access to the very latest information on your

performance at priestley we have developed our unique student

and parent quay. Here you can see details of many aspects of your

progress in college including assessment grades, attendance and

your exam timetables. parents and carers are also able to see

aspects of your performance including interim reports.   

“Priestley offers
good support,
guidance and

lesson structure.”
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MOHAMED
MAHyOUB

“The skills I gained at
Priestley changed me from a
‘village boy’ who lived all of
his childhood in a Third
World country to the man I
am today; confident with
high ambition”

priestleycollege

@priestleysfc

priestleycollege



TRAVEL & 
INANCE

www.priestley.ac.uk   01925 41541516

As we are situated just off of the A49 in south

Warrington (Widerspool causeway) you will not

be surprised to find that there is excellent access

to many bus routes run by Warrington and

Halton transport or Arriva. We are also within

easy walking distance of the town centre, the

Bus Interchange and the two main train stations. 

springfield Bus company also run a number of

direct services to the college from: Helsby,

Frodsham and runcorn; culcheth and

Birchwood; Widnes, penketh and Great  sankey

and Newton Le Willows and Burtonwood.   

public transport details are constantly changing

and you can keep up to date with the local

provision and our specialist services by checking

the priestley website and/or each provider’s

website.  

College Bursaries/
Free School Meals  
In 2015 the college was able to offer the

following Bursaries to support many students: 

Vulnerable Learner Bursaries: 

these were worth £1,200 in addition to Free

school Meals and were available to young

people in care or who were care leavers or who

were in receipt of certain state benefits. 

Core Bursaries:  

Worth up to £10 per week, plus Free school

Meals for those young people whose

parents/carers receive certain benefits or where

family income is below £16,190. Many students in

this category will also receive a travel Bursary

also worth up to £10 per week.

Mainstream Bursaries: 

these are for those whose family income is

between £16,191 and £21,000 per year. these are

worth up to £200 per year.

PETT Bursaries: 

In 2012 we set up our own charitable trust,

priestley education and training trust (pett)

with the aim to raise funds to support those

students in most need. students can apply for a

pett Bursary to help them through short term

financial hardship.   

Details of the 2016 bursaries will be published in

June 2016 once the level of Government funding

has been confirmed and applications for support

can be made in time for registration.  

If you have any questions and/or concerns about

financial support please do not hesitate to

contact our Admissions team or student

services.  

£

KyLE KIRKPATRICK
Bridgewater High school

“The subjects are all

really interesting and I know

there are tutors I can talk to

if I have any problems”

routes to success



PRIESTLEY
EXTRAS AND
ENRICHMENT

Got a question?
email:

admissions@
priestley.ac.uk

Recreational Enrichment Activities
our brilliant enrichment programme offers so much for you to choose from to broaden

your experience, to have fun, take up personal challenges and to meet new friends.

they also provide excellent ways to gain additional experience for employment and

universities.

During enrichment Week at the start of term you will be able to find out more about

each activity on offer.

classes and one-off events happen throughout the year.

over recent years the programme has included:

You can read more about our enrichment activities on our website

www.priestley.ac.uk

Priestley offers 
some amazing
opportunities such as
trips to Iceland, Italy
and France that you
wouldn’t get
anywhere else.
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MEGAN DELOOZE
st Gregory’s rc High
school

“I found everyone at
Priestley extremely helpful,
especially during my second
year when I knew it was
important to get good grades
to go to university”

• Aromatherapy

• Art & Design Workshops

• Breathe (college choir)

• British Model Flying Association 

electric challenge 

• college radio station

• creative Writing

• Digital photography

• engineering Award scheme

• Duke of edinburgh Award

• First Aid

• History society

• sign Language

• Life Drawing

• pre-Medical

• oxygen Dance

• respiration theatre company

• the Graduate (pre degree programme)

• sports clubs

We HAVe AN exceLLeNt trAcK recorD oF MAKING tHe
stuDeNt sIxtH ForM experIeNce At prIestLeY tHAt MucH
More specIAL BY proVIDING so MANY ADDItIoNAL
ActIVItIes For You to opt INto. 

priestleycollege

@priestleysfc

priestleycollege
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“Music
students put
on numerous
events that
cater for
different
musical
tastes”

perForM, DesIGN, trAVeL

Priestley's Got Talent
pGt has been running for seven years now and

seems to get bigger each year! students from

across college audition and perform in the grand

final, which takes place during the last week of

the christmas term. this is an exciting event with

students and staff coming together to cheer on

the performers with cash prizes for the finalists.

Musicals & Performances
throughout the year there are many

opportunities for the more creative students to

show off their talents. our performing Arts and

production Arts students put on a series of high

quality extravaganzas. In recent years the shows

have included:

spring Awakening 2015

A chorus Line 2015

High school Musical 2014

In the Heights 2014

For those students who want to be involved in

performances but don’t take performance-related

subjects there are numerous opportunities

including the college choir, theatre companies

and Dance companies giving you the

opportunity to perform in internal and external

events.

Art & Design Summer Show
the summer show is an annual event where the

Art and Design students exhibit their work as part

of their final assessment.

Textiles and Photography
Exhibition 
As part of the Arley Hall Garden Festival students

from priestley exhibit their work to the general

public with glowing reviews.

Live Music
For those keen on performing live music you will

find there will be a number of opportunities for

you to entertain your fellow students during the

year utilising our music performance space in the

Wicked café Bar.

Music students put on numerous events that

cater for different musical tastes. Non-music

students also choose to perform acoustic sets

and open mic sessions throughout the year.



Travel Well
our students are getting a reputation as real globe trotters and have

enjoyed an exciting schedule of trips in recent years. Here are some

of the recent visits different departments have made in recent years:

Berlin Art & Design

Granada, Madrid and paris english and Modern & 

Foreign Languages

prague Health and education

sicily Humanities

New York and Moldova Media and performing Arts

New York and Barcelona professional studies

cern science & Maths

La santa, Lanzarote sport

In addition to overseas visits every programme arranges a host of

study visits within the uK and these include:

• university open days and subject lectures

• Field work

• expeditions

• theatre and concerts

• Art exhibitions

• training camps

Our students are getting a
reputation as real globe
trotters...
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LAURyN 
POUTAMA
Beamont collegiate
Academy

“The supportive tutors

at Priestley are helping

me to achieve”



SP   RT
We Are especIALLY prouD oF tHe VAst rANGe oF sportING opportuNItIes We proVIDe For

eVerYoNe WItHIN prIestLeY coLLeGe. tHese rANGe FroM LocAL, reGIoNAL AND NAtIoNAL

coMpetItIVe sports tHrouGH to oNe oFF FuN sessIoNs For tHe WHoLe coLLeGe coMMuNItY.
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Sport Development Centres
For the top performing sportsmen and women

we offer a range of sport Development centres

• Men’s Football

• Women’s Football

• rugby League

• Netball

• Mixed Hockey

• Basketball

• pan Ability Football

these have been organised to establish high

levels of performance, tactical awareness and

technical analysis within your chosen sport.

You will receive specialised coaching and

specific strength and conditioning advice to

maximise your potential. Additional practical

sessions will be built into your timetable and you

will be offered the opportunity to represent the

college in regional and national fixtures.

However, you will need to continue to stay on

track with your academic studies to keep your

place in the Development centres.

Sport Coaching, Fitness and
Leadership Qualifications
these qualifications are delivered alongside

your main programmes of study to enhance your

opportunities to develop relevant skills that will

support your progression into the sport industry

or university. they include:

• community sports Leaders Awards

• emergency first aid

• National Governing Body coaching and

officiating sports Awards

• cYq Fitness Instructor Award

Although these programmes are open to all

students you will be selected on the basis of

your practical ability, commitment and

enthusiasm.

All those hoping to take on the role of coach,

mentor or official will need to apply for DBs

clearance. these practical qualifications will give

you the essential experience employers are

asking for and demonstrate determination,

motivation and commitment over a period of

time that will help to set you apart from others.

Top Sport For All
At priestley we recognise the need to support all

sports. the Association of colleges along with

British college sport provides competitive

opportunities for students to pursue their

specific sport. the highlight of the year is the

Aoc National Finals held at Bath university

where in the past we have competed in

Athletics, Volleyball, table tennis, trampolining

and swimming.

SPORTS
CENTRE
FULL SIZE SPORTS HALL



STEM

“There is
fantastic
enthusiasm,
commitment and
resources
dedicated
towards the
advancement of
the STEM agenda
in Priestley
College. The
College has made
a serious
investment that
will have a
genuine impact
on the local
economy” 
Professor Sa’ad
Medhat, Chief
Executive at the
NEF
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prIestLeY coLLeGe Is recoGNIseD As oNe oF tHe couNtrY’s

LeADING proVIDers oF scIeNce, tecHNoLoGY, eNGINeerING AND

MAtHs (steM) reLAteD proGrAMMes.

In 2013 we proudly became the first sixth form

college in the country to receive the

prestigious steM Assured status and our

approach to these subjects and related

enrichment activities allows students to

develop problem solving and critical thinking

skills sought by employers and universities.

We also work with the New engineering

Foundation (NeF) to give students the best

opportunities to secure long-term futures in

key national and local industries. this exciting

work focusses on four key employment areas: 

• It and telecommunications 

• engineering 

• Digital and creative Industries 

• Medical, Health and pharmaceutical

Industries

We’ve forged closer links with universities and

local employers to help students develop key

Ict, employability, Applied Maths and science

skills as well as gain an insight into the world

of work and higher education. 

our continued investment in steM, both in the

classroom and beyond, is testament to our

determination to remain the region’s leading

provider of academic and vocational

qualifications in this area.

Here are just a few recent highlights linked to

steM at priestley..

• eminent biologist Dr Guy sutton, Honorary

consultant Assistant professor at the

university of Nottingham Medical school,

shared his knowledge of Neuroscience with

priestley students.

• Young designers from priestley won a

national competition to create a new phone

app ahead of 22,000 other students.

• priestley secured two runners-up spots in

the British Model Flying Association despite

facing competition from colleges with

dedicated aeronautical departments.

• Four students were honoured with crest

Gold award as part of their work on the

engineering education scheme. 

• We finished sixth out of 24 teams in the

society of Biology quiz held at ucLAN.



WHICH COURSE 
IS FOR YOU?
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We are very proud of our reputation and track record of

offering the widest range of academic and vocational

qualifications.

At priestley you can combine courses and subjects to meet

your own unique interests and needs whilst ensuring you

develop the skills and obtain the grades that allow you to

progress to Higher education and/or employment. It was no

surprise when oFsteD noted the outstanding range of

subjects, courses and activities we provide which have

been carefully selected to meet your needs.

A-Level Qualifications Are Changing
New linear A-Levels were introduced for many subjects in

september 2015 and more new A-Levels will be ready for

first teaching in september 2016 whilst others will not be

available in the new linear format until september 2017.

the structure of linear A-Levels has changed so that all of

the assessments to secure the A-Level will be taken at the

end of your second year and the As that used to count

towards the A-Level is now a completely separate

qualification. 

At priestley we are currently expecting that all A-Level

students will take an As at the end of their first year,

including those studying new linear A-Levels. the

advantages of this approach are:

• there will be less confusion, as regardless of which A-

Levels you are taking there will be formal assessments at

the end of Year 1

• Leading universities such as cambridge university will

use your As grades to help them make offers for their

course as As grades are such a good indicator of your

likely final A-Level grade 

• Your As grades will be a very good indicator of the

progress you have made since Gcse and help you and

us gauge the types of degrees you should be applying

for

• You will have more time to assess your strengths and

interests before finalising your application for university

or Higher Apprenticeships 

GCSE English and Maths
If you do not have a Gcse Grade c in english Language

and/or Mathematics by the time you join priestley you will

be required to continue working to improve in these

subjects during your time with us and therefore you may

find your programme options more limited.

your timetable

At priestley we have a multi block timetable which is why

we are so flexible with your options and literally hundreds of

combinations are available:

• As/A-Levels and Btec certificates take up one block of

time

• Btec extended Diplomas take three blocks and are

therefore worth three As/A-Levels

• Btec/ocr Diplomas take two blocks worth two As/A-

Levels

• A Gcse takes most of one block

• Meetings with your personal tutor will take half of one

block

• some extended enrichments such as the Duke of

edinburgh Award take half of one block

During our open events and through interviews we will

guide you to ensure that you take the courses that best

meet your needs and aspirations.

students are normally timetabled for between 15 and 18

hours per week, however enrichment hours and work

placement opportunities will add to this commitment. 

Level 3 Courses
Most courses at this Level are taken over two years.

AS / A-Level

You will be able to take the equivalent of four As/A-Level

subjects in your first year with us if it is in your best interests.

Indeed some of the most able students choose to take five

As subjects in Year 1. In Year 2 you are likely to concentrate

on three A-Levels or equivalent, though again many

students will take an extended enrichment or an additional

qualification if it is in your best interest. 

Vocational courses and their A-Level Equivalence

priestley college is unique in the range of vocational

programmes on offer that can be combined with one to

three As/A-Levels.

Most vocational students will study a Btec extended

Diploma with an additional A-Level subject.

other students choose to combine a Btec subsidiary with

two Ass in Year 1 before progressing to a Btec Diploma

and one A2 in Year 2.

An outline of these qualifications is shown opposite, along

with their comparative A-Level equivalence and a key to

show how to identify subjects offering these qualifications

within the courses section of this prospectus:

"Tutors are
always available
to answer your
questions and
provide help no
matter what"



Got a question?
email:

admissions@
priestley.ac.uk

Vocational A-Level Key in

qualification equivalent prospectus

Btec certificate 1 As-Level c

Btec subsidiary 1 A-Level Diploma sD

ocr Introductory 1 A-Level Diploma ID

Btec Diploma / 2 A-Levels D
ocr Diploma

Btec extended 3 A-Levels Diploma eD

Level 3 entry requirements
our minimum entry requirements remain 5 Gcses at grade

c or above, however there are now a number of restrictions

on the type/range of programmes you can take at priestley

which will reflect your overall Gcse grade profile.

• If you have an average Gcse points score of 7 or more

you will be able to take a 5 As/A-Level programme if you

wish

• If you have an average Gcse points score of 6 or above

you will be encouraged to start with 4 As/A-Levels

• A number of individual As/A2 subjects require an

average Gcse points score of 5, 5.5 or higher, these are

outlined for each course

• If you obtain 5 Gcses at c or above not including Gcse

english and Gcse Maths you will be required to work to

improve your english and Maths whilst taking a limited

Level 3 programme.

• If you obtain 5 Gcses at c or above not including Gcse

english or Maths you will be required to work to improve

your english or Maths and be limited to 2 As/A-Levels or

a 60 unit Diploma, subsidiary Diploma and one As in

your first year at priestley.

• If you have passed a vocational Level 2 programme pre-

16 you will normally need to have also passed at least 3

Gcses at grade A* to c.

How to calculate your average GCSE
points score
to calculate your average Gcse points score points are

allocated to each Gcse pass as follows:

A* 8

A 7

B 6

c 5

D 4

e 3

F 2

G 1

the total points score achieved is divided by the number of

Gcses you have taken to calculate your average. other

qualifications are taken into account when assessing your

suitability for a course. they do not however contribute to

your average Gcse points score.

Post A-Level Art
this one year programme is designed for those who have

completed an advanced level course in Art and/or Design

such as A-Level or a Btec extended Diploma and who plan

to move onto a Degree in this area of study.

Intermediate Courses (Level 2)
All courses offered at this level last for one year. to start an

intermediate programme you would normally be expected

to have the majority of your Gcses at grade D or e with at

least 1 Gcse at grade c or above and an average Gcse

points score of at least 3.

BTEC Level 2 Diplomas and OCR
Level 2 Diplomas
these programmes are normally assessed by coursework,

though some now have external exams. they are designed

to build on your achievements from Year 11 and to prepare

you to move onto Level 3 or employment. Depending on

your Gcse grades you may be able to take one or two

Gcses.  

GCSE and Pre-GCSE Qualifications
We offer a number of courses including Maths and english

Language for those seeking to improve their core

qualifications. please see page 26 for details.

Got a Question?
If you have any questions about which course or subject is

right for you then visit our website for more information.

there you will find answers to some frequently asked

questions and further details about the courses as well as

careers advice from our experts. www.priestley.ac.uk.

Raising of the Participation Age
From september 2015 all 16-year-olds are expected to

continue their learning after finishing Year 11 until they reach

18. to make sure you have a place at priestley for

september 2016 get your application in by our February 28

priority deadline and ensure you achieve our entry

qualifications.

“The strong
help and
support from
all my tutors
is helping me
to achieve at
Priestley.”
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More students succeed
in their A-Levels at
Priestley than anywhere
else in Warrington*
*Based on figures published by the 
Department for education in January 2015.
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BTEC and OCR courses at Level 2

Who are these courses for?

Level 2 provision at priestley is aimed at those

young people who have not achieved 5 Gcses

Grade A* to c in Year 11. these courses will also

help to prepare you for one of our Level 3

Diploma or As/A-Level programmes or for

Apprenticeships or employment with further

training.

What will I study?

More than 50% of your programme will be made

up of a vocational specialism leading to either a

Btec Level 2 or ocr Level 2 qualification. 

the current options available at priestley are:

Art and Design
You will be able to explore and develop your

ideas and produce final outcomes in a project

that takes place at the end of the year. You will

experience projects in graphics, textiles, fine art

and 3D design.

Business
You will study customer service, communications,

finance and selling. You will also get the chance

to learn about the travel and tourism industry.

Health and Social Care
You will study a range of units including

communication, individual rights and needs, and

health and safety. Additional options include the

opportunity to gain vocational experience in a

Health and social care setting, research and

nutrition.

ICT
this course includes units which explore

communicating in the It industry, working in the

It industry, computer systems, customising

software, computer graphics, mobile

communications technology and spreadsheet

modelling.

Media Studies
During this course you will study units which will

introduce you to basic techniques of print

production, photography, television and film and

there is one unit which involves the detailed

study of a media product of your own choice.

Public Services
this course will let you explore a range of units,

some practical such as land navigation and sport

taught outside the classroom, whilst inside the

classroom you will learn about public service

skills and the effects crime can have on society.

Sport
the units on this programme cover fitness testing

and training, practical sport, anatomy and

physiology, planning and leading sports

activities, psychology and nutrition for sport and

exercise and fitness instruction. 

Alongside your main vocational programme you

will be able to take one or more of the following:

English and/or Maths up to GCSE
every student who does not have a Gcse Grade

c in english and/or Maths will have to work

towards achieving a Grade c. For those with a

Grade D this will mean taking a one year re-sit

programme whilst those with less than a Grade D

will be able to take a pre-Gcse course to

develop your skills. to help us place you on the

right english and/or Maths programme all

students without a Gcse Grade c in english

and/or Maths will be required to take specialist

diagnostic assessments. (see page 26 for details

of Gcse provision)

The Higher Project Qualification 
(HPQ)
Many students who already have a Gcse in

english and/or Maths will also be able to take the

Hpq. this course will help to develop your all

round study and research skills based around a

personal project of your own choice. If you make

an excellent start to your time at priestley you

may be able to take this at As Level (the

extended project qualification) to give you a real

head start when you move on to Level 3 work.



Work Placement and Work Related Learning 
If you have both english and Maths Gcse at Grade c or above you

will be able to take up work placement opportunities that will be

organised and monitored by the college. You will also benefit from

trips and visits related to your chosen area of study and from a broad

range of visiting speakers including past successful students. You will

also be able to take part in our extensive range of enrichment

activities to enhance your skills and widen your interests.

How will you be assessed?
Most of the vocational Level 2 programmes are assessed through

coursework and external assessments. However some programmes

are assessed through coursework alone. For your coursework

assessments a variety of methods will be used including written

work, oral presentations, posters, group tasks and where appropriate

practical performance.

What skills and special qualifications will I need?

You should have a range of Gcses at Grade D/e with at least one

Gcse at Grade c and an average Gcse score of 3 or better. You will

also need to have a keen interest in your chosen vocational area and

be determined to succeed.

What can you do after the Level 2 programme?

Most students who complete our Level 2 programme progress to

one of our Level 3 courses. to progress to Level 3 you will need to

have obtained merit grades in your vocational programme and make

good progress where appropriate in english and/or Maths. other

students progress directly into employment with training or to a

range of Apprenticeships.
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“There is a welcoming
environment at Priestley

and supportive tutors”
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English Qualifications
IGCSE

If you obtain a D at Gcse english you will be able to

work towards achieving a grade c on our one-year

resit course. the cambridge IGcse english Language

is highly regarded by He and employers and, unlike

most Gcse courses, has coursework rather than

controlled assessment.

You will complete three pieces of written coursework

throughout the course, a speaking and listening

component and a two-hour exam worth 40% of the

course.

the course is entirely focused on reading and writing

non-fiction texts in order to best prepare students for

using english in the outside world.

Pre-GCSE / Functional Skills

If you obtain less than a Grade D or you need further

support to develop your confidence and skills in

english, we offer a one-year course designed to focus

on aspects of reading, writing, speaking and listening.

this will support you in your wider learning at priestley

and prepare you for our IGcse resit programme. A

range of qualifications will be available and these may

include Level 1 or Level 2 Functional skills.

Maths Qualifications
GCSE

If you obtain a Gcse Grade D you will be able to take

our one-year resit course. on this course you will be

able to take Higher Level Gcse exam in November

with results published in January. successful students

will leave the programme at this point whilst

unsuccessful students will then continue on the

Foundation Level course to the final summer term

exams.

Free Standing Maths Qualification

If you obtain a Grade e at Gcse you will be able take

the FsMq programme. there are two modules; money

management and using data. Learning is through real

life applications and if you achieve a grade A or B in

both modules you will be able to move on to the resit

Gcse course in the following year.

Cambridge Progression Awards

If you obtain a Gcse Grade e or below and you do not

opt for the FsMq programme you will be able to opt to

take the cambridge progression Awards. these are

bite-size awards taken throughout the year. success in

the six, Level 1 awards will allow you to progress to the

Gcse resit course the following year.

GCSE Science

this course is suitable for those students who have

achieved a Gcse Grade D in core science or separate

science. topics include; nerves and hormones,

evolution, metals and their uses, changes in the earth

and its atmosphere, generating electricity. You will also

carry out practical work in the form of a controlled

assessment which will count towards your final exam

grade. there will be three exams at the end of the

year – one in each of chemistry, physics and Biology.

this course would allow you to progress onto our

Btec Applied science Level 3 course.

Language Qualifications
these can be taken by many students where it may

prove beneficial to career and/or higher education

aspirations.

GCSE Spanish

Gcse spanish is for those with proven language ability

who wish to broaden their language skills by taking a

new language. those obtaining an A* or A would be

able to progress to As spanish in the following year. It

is a fast-track course and so exciting for those who

love learning languages. the course requires steady

commitment to completing homework and

assignments from the start. You will take controlled

speaking and writing assessments during the course

and a listening and a reading exam in May.

ABC Spanish

this is an excellent way to learn everyday useful

spanish, which could help on holiday or in a job which

involves travel to spain. It is fun and involves no

exams, but rather a portfolio of your assignments. You

will also get the chance to learn about the geography,

food and culture of spain and spanish-speaking

countries. this course suits learners who would rather

not take language exams, but who are interested in

the chance to learn a new language.

LANGUAGE

CENTRE
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Why take this course?
This exciting course is for students who are considering a career in Art and
Design or one where a background in art is relevant – such as fashion/textile
design, fine art, graphics, photography, 3D design, theatre, museum or
gallery work. It is a course where you can find out which aspects of art and
design are your strengths in year one and you can develop a personal
portfolio in your chosen pathway in year two. The course is for students
who enjoy being creative – working to ‘real’ projects set by Art and Design
professionals – and who thrive on challenges. So if you want a creative
career, are hardworking and enthusiastic about Art and Design and willing to
take on new ideas, then this creative course is for you. Students on this
programme progress to University to study Art or Design, or into Art and
Design related employment.

What will I study?
The two-year course comprises of compulsory and optional units, which allow
you to build up a portfolio of Art and Design work to a professional standard.
Initially in year one you will work in a variety of 2D and 3D materials before
specialising in an area of your choice. You will not only develop your creativity
but you will also learn about how artists and designers work in industry. This
choice or pathway enables you to develop high level work in your chosen area,
for University or employment.

How will I be assessed?
The programme is all coursework based. You will be formally assessed
throughout the course and receive feedback during and at the end of each
assignment. You will always know what you have achieved and how to
improve. You will follow summative assessments for each unit when you have
the knowledge, skills and experience, which contribute to the final grades. At
the end of the course you follow a final major project of your choice which is
displayed in an exhibition. It is a final showcase for your work.

What skills and special qualifications do I need?
You will need to be committed to Art and Design, be willing to work hard,
and be excited by the idea of producing work that is personal and unique.
Also a passionate interest in the understanding of, and commitment to, the
subject are major requirements for success.

What can I do next?
You will develop a personal varied and exciting portfolio of work that you are
able to present to University or employers at interview, as evidence of your
interest, ability, chosen pathway for study and future potential.

BTEC LEVEL 3
ART & DESIGN

Why take this course?
The Foundation Diploma at Priestley aims to provide an intensive one-year
course, which is seen as the first stage of a career in Art and Design and as
an important preparation for Art / Design related courses in Higher
Education. This is a one year Level 3/4 BTEC Foundation Diploma in Art and
Design and is worth two GCE A-Levels and equivalent to up to 285 UCAS
points.

What will I study?
The diagnostic stage of the foundation year consists of learning through
experimental workshops covering a range of 2D and 3D media including;
drawing, conceptual thinking, painting, sculpture, textiles, fashion, photography
and graphic design. The pathway/final major project stages of the course will
allow further experimentation and development in an identified area of Art and
Design.

How will I be assessed?
The course is completed through a final self-set project, which is assessed
internally and moderated externally at Level 4 standard.

What skills and special qualifications do I need?
You will need to be committed to Art and Design, be willing to work hard,
and be excited by the idea of producing work that is personal and unique.
Also a passionate interest in the understanding of, and commitment to, the
subject are major requirements for success.

What can I do next?
In order to prepare you for selecting a Higher Education pathway and
building a portfolio for interview, the programme will have an emphasis on
supporting and encouraging self initiated learning, whilst offering a wide
range of practical skills and knowledge in Art and Design. As the year
progresses, you will take the initiative for self directed projects. This aspect
of the course is linked to a career choice and concentrates on preparing
portfolios for interviews. In the past, successful university applications have
included BA (Hons) and HNDs in Fine Art, Textiles, Fashion, Interior Design,
Architecture, Animation, Stage Design, Product Design and Graphic Design.
In recent years students have successfully gained places on apprenticeships
in interior design and graphics.

BTEC LEVEL 3/4
ART FOUNDATION
DIPLOMA 
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As well as working in the studios you will be encouraged to

participate in research trips and gallery visits to support your studies.

As part of your course you will have the opportunity to talk to visiting

speakers from university and from industry about careers and

courses. You will be taught by specialist staff who share their

expertise in your classes.

Priestley ExTRA

Visits to contemporary art, design and craft galleries in cities such

as Liverpool, Manchester and London will give you direct access

to a wide range of historical and contemporary practices that can

inform your own development.

Art & DesIGN

See page 23 for vocational qualifications key.
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Why take this course?
You will learn by completing a range of exciting and varied assignments
based on workplace situations and activities – both technical and creative –
that are fundamental to the Computer Games industry. You will also have the
benefit of being able to interact with your tutors and of visiting industry
professionals. In the second year you will have the opportunity to create a
final public exhibition showcasing the best of your work. As well as learning
about employment in the Computer Games industry, you will develop the
skills you will need to progress to University.

What will I study?
You will develop relevant Art and Design and Information Technology skills and
produce work using industry standard software and techniques including 2D
and 3D game design, concept art, animations, game merchandising and digital
image editing. You will learn how to work effectively as part of a team and,
most importantly, develop a strong appreciation of traditional visual
communication skills such as observational drawing.

How will I be assessed?
Units of work are internally assessed and verified through assignments set and
marked by your tutors. Others form part of the Final Major Project. You will
follow summative assessments for each unit when you have the knowledge,
skills and experience, which contribute to the final grades. When you have
completed all the units of the course you will receive an overall grade of Pass,
Merit or Distinction.

What skills and special qualifications do I need?
You will need to be committed to Art and Design and Computer Graphics, be
willing to work hard, and be excited by the idea of producing work that is
personal and unique. Also a passionate interest in the understanding of, and
commitment to, the subject are major requirements for success.

What can I do next?
This course is for students with ambitions to progress into any of the
numerous roles available to them in the Computer Games industry and
allows access to university courses in areas such as Games Designer,
Programming, Storyboard Artist, Game Art, Character Animator, and 2D/3D
Modelling.

BTEC LEVEL 3
COMPUTER 
GAMES DESIGN

Why take this course?
The main purpose of the course, like any programme in Art and Design, is to
develop your ability to appreciate the visual world, respond in a personal and
creative way and produce a unique response through digital photographs.

What will I study?
The course involves practical photographic work covering topics such as
portraiture, landscape, still-life, documentary, photo journalism and
experimental imagery. You will be expected to possess and use your own digital
camera, which should be of appropriate quality. The ability to undertake
photographic assignments regularly out of College during daylight hours
(usually at the weekends) is essential as this forms the basis of coursework.

How will I be assessed?
The AS and A2 courses comprise two units each – coursework units and end-
of-course exam projects. You will produce preparatory work, initial ideas,
developmental work and a final piece in response to a theme set by yourself or
your tutor. Your work journal or visual notebook will provide the core evidence
for each unit and you will be expected to include notes and comments on your
own work and that of others.

What skills and special qualifications do I need?
The course is predominantly based upon digital technology and uses
professional digital imaging software and hardware. The appreciation and
study of the work of artists and photographers is covered throughout the
course. You will learn how to make effective use of a camera according to
circumstances and intentions and how to compose and refine photographic
images, both in camera and through their sensitive manipulation on the
computer. You will need to be committed to photography, be willing to work
hard, and be excited by the idea of producing work that is personal and
unique. Also a passionate interest in the understanding of, and commitment
to, the subject are major requirements for success.

What can I do next?
Students can progress directly onto photography-related degree courses at
university after they have completed their A-Levels. However, there are some
universities, which prefer students to take an Art Foundation course prior to
starting a degree to broaden their experience.

AS/A2
DIGITAL
PHOTOGRAPHY

3
LEVEL

3
LEVEL

Art & DesIGN

Priestley ExTRA

understanding and commenting on the current industry trends is a

vital part of the course and you will be encouraged to participate in

visits to industry-led exhibitions to enrich your own practice. We also

invite speakers from universities and from industry to talk to you

about career paths. A large proportion of the assignments are ‘live’ –

set by industry professionals who have a very clear idea about the

skills you will need to develop to succeed in this ever expanding

area.

Priestley ExTRA

As well as research trips and gallery visits, we invite speakers from

universities and from industry to talk to you about career

possibilities. so if you enjoy being creative, are working hard, have a

keen interest in photography and want to learn how to use industry

standard photo manipulation software, then choose As and A2

Digital photography.

EDD
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Why take this course?
The Fine Art course promotes an experimental approach using a wide range
of media including painting, print, mixed media and digital imagery. If you
are keen to explore observational drawing you will be suited to the course as
it underpins all Fine Art practice and is seen as an essential requirement for
the course. Developing your creative understanding can be useful in many
fields of learning as well as a range of careers. It is particularly appropriate
for advertising, architecture, industrial or product design, history of art,
teaching and work in the creative industries. After further study at an art
school, Fine Art can lead to careers in design, textiles, fashion or even as a
practising artist.

What will I study?
Students engage in practical studio work, which is informed by relevant
contextual study and are encouraged to further their artistic interests,
understanding and skills within a supportive environment. Students are
encouraged to explore and develop ideas as well as being introduced to new
techniques and processes. The AS and A2 courses comprise of two units each
– coursework units and an externally set assignment. All of these units allow
personal responses and staff will encourage you to work to your individual
strengths.

How will I be assessed?
Informal assessment takes place throughout an assignment and there is a
formal assessment at the end of each unit. At the end of the course you will
exhibit all your work. It will then be finally assessed and externally moderated.

What skills and special qualifications do I need?
You will need to be committed to Art and Design, be willing to work hard,
and be excited by the idea of producing work that is personal and unique.
Also a passionate interest in the understanding of, and commitment to, the
subject are major requirements for success.

What can I do next?
Students can progress directly onto Art and Design related degree courses
at University after they have completed their A-Levels. However, there are
some Universities which prefer students to take an Art Foundation course to
broaden their experience prior to starting a degree.

AS/A2
FINE ART

Why take this course?
This is the course for individuals with ambitions to progress into such areas
as advertising, website design, illustration, computer game graphics,
publishing and printmaking.

What will I study?
The AS and A2 courses comprise of two units each – coursework units and an
externally set assignment. All of these units are geared to allow personal
responses and staff will encourage you to work to your individual strengths.
Creation of original imagery is at the core of what you will do. You will be taught
how to produce and manipulate imagery by using a wide range of industry
standard computer software including Adobe Illustrator and Adobe Photoshop.
You will also be encouraged to use other traditional methods of image making
to fully explore your ideas.

How will I be assessed?
Informal assessment takes place throughout an assignment and there is a
formal assessment at the end of each unit. At the end of the course you will
exhibit your work where it is finally assessed and externally moderated.

What skills and special qualifications do I need?
In Graphic Design you will develop a theoretical and practical understanding
of the effective use of visual communication, using a combination of
traditional materials and computer-based processes (Adobe Creative Suite).
During the course you will be taught how to interpret and convey ideas and
concepts, as well as how to develop your imagination, creativity,
documentary, and analytical skills. You will need to be committed to Graphic
Design, be willing to work hard, and be excited by the idea of producing
work that is personal and unique. Also a passionate interest in
understanding of and commitment to the subject are major requirements for
success.

What can I do next?
Students can progress directly onto Graphic Design related degree courses
at University after they have completed their A-Levels. However, there are
some Universities which prefer students to take an Art Foundation course
prior to starting a degree to broaden their experience.

AS/A2
GRAPHIC DESIGN
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Priestley ExTRA

As well as research trips and gallery visits we invite speakers from

universities and from industry to talk to you about career

possibilities. so if you enjoy being creative and you are hard working

then As and A2 Art and Design is the course for you.

See page 23 for vocational qualifications key.

Priestley ExTRA

understanding and commenting on the work of other artists and

designers is a vital part of the course and you will be encouraged to

participate in gallery visits to enrich your own practice. As well as

research trips and gallery visits, the department invites speakers

from universities and from industry to talk to classes about career

possibilities.
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Why take this course?
During the course, you will learn by completing assignments that are based
on realistic workplace situations and activities; you will learn industry
standard graphic design skills. You will work with industry professionals on
‘live’ projects, producing work that will provide you with numerous
opportunities to see your projects used commercially. In the second year
you will create a final exhibition showcasing the best of your work. As well
as learning about employment in the creative industries, you develop the
skills you need to start a career in Graphic Design or to progress to Higher
Education.

What will I study?
You will develop general art and design skills using a variety of 2D and 3D
media including drawing and painting, photography, model making and art
history. You will also learn specialist skills ranging from Computer Image
Manipulation, Website Design, Advertising, Typographic and Print Media. You
will develop a theoretical and practical understanding of the effective use of
visual communication, using a combination of traditional materials and
computer-based processes using industry standard software (Adobe Creative
Suite).

How will I be assessed?
Units of work are internally assessed and verified through assignments set and
marked by your tutors; others form part of the Final Major Project. You will
follow summative assessments for each unit when you have the knowledge,
skills and experience, which contribute to the final grades. When you have
completed all the units of the course you will receive an overall grade.

What skills and special qualifications do I need?
You will need to be committed to Graphic Design, be willing to work hard,
and be excited by the idea of producing work that is personal and unique.
Also a passionate interest in understanding of and commitment to the
subject are major requirements for success.

What can I do next?
This course is for students with ambitions to progress into areas such as
graphic design, illustration, advertising, publishing, interactive media and
any other art and design career via a degree or by going straight into
industry.

BTEC LEVEL 3
GRAPHIC DESIGN

Why take this course?
The BTEC Extended Diploma Photography is an Art and Design course
aimed at students interested in exploring digital photographic technology as
well as traditional materials and techniques. You will study a range of
photographic subjects and genres such as studio and darkroom techniques,
digital editing, manipulating and retouching, commercial, editorial,
documentary, fashion, fine-art, landscape and still-life. You should have a
genuine interest in the creative and media industries and be aiming for
progression in these areas.

What will I study?
As well as developing your essential practical skills, the Extended Diploma will
enable you to learn more about photography. The course will introduce and
develop skills and knowledge in using digital and film SLRs, pinhole cameras,
darkroom techniques, lighting and studio equipment. You learn important skills
that will equip and prepare you for a career within the photographic or wider
creative industries such as managing your time, professional development and
working in a team. You will learn about relevant and current skills and practices,
which will enable you to start generating your own income as a photographer.
The course is equivalent to three A-Levels, which means when you have
completed the course you can choose whether to progress to a higher level of
study, seek employment or begin to secure your own photographic commercial
opportunities within the photographic industry or a related area. This course is
designed for individuals with a genuine interest in developing and widening their
interest in photography using new and traditional techniques to produce
innovative and creative outcomes.

How will I be assessed?
There are no formal examinations. The coursework produced for all the units is
internally assessed through assignments set and marked by your tutors.
Others form part of the final major project which demonstrates all you have
learned during the course in an extended personal project which is externally
verified. All students study the five core units and the final major project. You
will follow summative assessments for each unit when you have the
knowledge, skills and experience, which contribute to the final grades.

What skills and special qualifications do I need?
You will need to be committed to Art and Design and Photography, be willing
to work hard, and be excited by the idea of producing work that is personal
and unique. Also a passionate interest in the understanding of, and
commitment to, the subject are major requirements for success.

What can I do next?
BTEC Level 3 courses are valued by employers and universities of higher
education. Throughout the course you will learn and use a variety of transferable
skills. These skills are in great demand and are recognised by employers,
universities and colleges. They enable you to access a wide range of possible
career and higher education opportunities. You will also be given the opportunity
to explore and practice a range of skills and knowledge that will give you the
confidence to gain and secure your own photographic commissions.

BTEC LEVEL 3
PHOTOGRAPHY
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Priestley ExTRA

understanding and commenting on the work of other artists and

designers is a vital part of the course and you will be encouraged to

participate in gallery visits to enrich your own practice. As well as

research trips and gallery visits, we invite speakers from universities

and from industry to talk to you about career paths. A large

proportion of the assignments are ‘live’ – set by industry

professionals. past clients range from sky tV, Barclays, professional

Imagemaker, to various local and national charities and businesses.

Priestley ExTRA

As well as working in the studios you will be encouraged to participate

in professional workshops and research trips. You will have the benefit

of being able to talk to visiting speakers from universities and from

industry about progression. You will also support and participate in a

range of cross-college exhibitions and shows.

ED ED
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Why take this course?
Do you enjoy working with fabrics, mixed media, colour, pattern and
texture? This course offers an exciting, creative and fine art approach to
AS/A2 Textiles. It gives students the opportunity to progress onto a range of
courses at University including; Textiles and Fashion Design, Theatre
Costume, Fashion Promotion and Styling, Fashion Retail and Management.

What will I study?
You will learn traditional and contemporary textile and fabric manipulation
techniques to produce garments, fashion accessories, installations or wall-
hangings. You will develop research skills by studying contemporary and
historical textile and fashion designers and artists as well as developing your
drawing and problem solving skills as you work through assignments. Critical
and creative skills will be enhanced as you initiate, develop and realise your
ideas through a personal, practical art and design working process.

How will I be assessed?
The AS course consists of one coursework assignment, that is based on a
theme set by tutors. There is also an externally set practical examination
project of approximately eight weeks where you will produce initial ideas,
developmental work, critical research, and a final outcome.
On the A2 course there is a coursework assignment with a supporting 1,500-
word illustrated essay which is related to your practical textile work. There is
also an externally set examination project with an eight-week preparatory
period, followed by a 15-hour timed exam to produce the final outcome. All
units are internally assessed and then externally moderated at the end of the
year. During each unit, staff will assess your work, giving you feedback on
your progress and time to improve your coursework units.

What skills and special qualifications do I need?
A genuine interest in Textiles and commitment to the subject is essential.
You will also need to have at least a grade C at GCSE in an Art and Design
subject or GCSE Textiles Technology, or provide evidence of your skills and
interest through the presentation of a portfolio.

What can I do next?
Students can progress directly onto textiles and fashion-related degree
courses at University after they have completed their A-Levels. However,
there are some universities which prefer students to take an Art Foundation
course to broaden their experience prior to starting a degree.

AS/A2
TEXTILES

Why take this course?
If you are intrigued about how products are designed and manufactured then
the AS/A2 3D Product Design course is for you. To be successful on this
course you must enjoy designing and making products and be a creative
individual. This is a qualification appropriate for students who might want to
progress into areas such as 3D Design, Industrial Design, Product Design,
Manufacturing, Business, Engineering, Interior Design, Sports Design,
Ergonomics, Automotive Design and Architecture courses in Higher Education.

What will I study?
You will learn about a broad range of materials such as composites, smart
materials, metals, polymers and timbers and also look at how these material
properties suit specific manufacturing processes and the function of a
product, together with the aesthetic qualities. You will also research the
wider issues that product designers must consider in today’s climate, such
as green and sustainable design, alternative biodegradable materials,
methods of production, and inclusive design solutions. Within the A2 course
students research a number of case studies that analyse individual products
and how they relate to modern manufacturing systems, ICT in
manufacturing, the application of ICT in Product Design, the work of past
and present designers, major developments in technology, sustainable and
environmental concerns, and human needs and factors.

How will I be assessed?
AS Unit 1 and A2 Unit 3 are both externally assessed by examination papers.
Unit 2 will consist of two coursework projects in one combined portfolio of
work. Unit 4 is a self set piece of coursework, which lasts the whole of the
second year course. This is assessed by your tutor and moderated by the
examining board.  Both Unit 1 and Unit 2 in the AS course are worth 50%
each. You will carry 25% from each unit through to the A2 course when Unit 3
and Unit 4 are equally worth 50% of the A2 course (25% overall).

What skills and special qualifications do I need?
You will develop skills in design and manufacturing through coursework
projects and acquire the knowledge of workshop tools and equipment.
Presentation skills in the form of a portfolio of work and skills in magic
marker rendering and CAD will be developed during the ideas and
development stages of projects. You will also produce prototypes, developing
skills in material selection and manipulation to test ergonomic and user
interaction for your developing designs. You will also take part in problem
solving activities, practical/design workshops and use a variety of media
such as the internet, CD ROMs and CADCAM. You will need to be committed
to 3D Design, be willing to work hard, and be excited by the idea of producing
work that is personal and unique. Also a passionate interest in understanding
of and commitment to the subject are major requirements for success.

What can I do next?
Following AS and A2 Product Design 3D Design and Technology, you have a
variety of options open to you. The majority of students progress onto higher
education and begin a degree in the following areas: Industrial Design, Product
Design, Mechanical Engineering, Electrical Engineering, Ergonomics, Marketing,
Manufacturing/Production, Architecture, Computer Aided Design and Computer
Aided Manufacture, together with a full range of craft based subjects.
Alternatively you may decide to enter the world of work and combine further
studies with an apprenticeship. Some of our past students have embarked on a
3 year Mechanical Engineering, Civil Engineering or Architectural apprenticeship.
Following on from University and apprenticeships, students have been rewarded
with successful career opportunities and advanced in the following careers:
Teaching, Product Design and Automotive Design at companies such as Jaguar,
Kellogg’s Engineering, Formula One McLaren, Shell, BNFL and TVR.

AS/A2
3D PRODUCT DESIGN
AND TECHNOLOGY
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Priestley ExTRA

Gallery visits are an important part of both the As and A2

programmes. You will have the opportunity to listen to visiting

speakers from university and participate in workshops with

practising artists and designers. You will also visit the end-of-year

degree shows at a local university. students can also participate in

the college catwalk show.

See page 23 for vocational qualifications key.

Priestley ExTRA

Being a successful designer involves much more than people
realise, solving issues such as the environmental impact,
sustainability, recycling, reusing and improving existing designs,
together with considering the market demand, clients and potential
users. special skills are required to balance all the above

Art & DesIGN
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Why take this course?
This course has been designed to provide knowledge and understanding of
this vocational area. It is an ideal qualification for those students who want a
broad background in health and social care, which will allow you to progress
further into Higher Education or training. The advanced double award
combines well with almost all AS and A-Level subjects. For example, taken
with a science A-Level it supports applications for a degree in radiography,
nursing or midwifery, or with other A-Levels it can support applications for
teacher training and social work.

What will I study?
Units on the Advanced GCE Health and Social Care course include
understanding human behaviour, working in health and social care, effective
communication, psychological perspectives, health, illness and disease and the
role of exercise in maintaining health and wellbeing.

How will I be assessed?
The double award in Health and Social Care comprises 12 units of study and
is equivalent to two A-Levels. The single award in Health and Social Care
comprises 6 units of study and is equivalent to one A-Level. The course is
assessed by two thirds coursework and one third external written
examinations.

What skills and special qualifications do I need?
You do not require any specific qualifications to take this subject, although a
good grasp of English, Maths and Science will be beneficial. Depending on
your future plans you will be advised that some subjects will be essential to
ensure progression in your chosen career/degree.

What can I do next?
Many of our students select to study Health and Social Care because they
have a clear idea of their chosen profession, eg nursing, midwifery, social
work, paramedical services, social work, physio and occupational therapy
etc.  However, many of our students are unsure when they start their studies
with us and wish to gain vital knowledge and experience, not forgetting the
two A-Levels to complement and support their other courses.

DOUBLE / SINGLE AS/A2
HEALTH & 
SOCIAL CARE

Why take this course?
Cambridge Technicals are qualifications at Level 2 and 3 that have been
developed on the Qualifications and Credit Framework. This is a challenging
course which develops transferable skills that are essential in the workplace
or for further study. There is flexibility within the qualification on choice of
units, and Level 3 has UCAS points supporting progress to HE. The Level 3
course will take up two blocks and can be studied alongside other Level 3
courses.

What will I study?
You will study a variety of core units including Communication, Individual Rights
and Needs and Health and Safety.  Further optional units will be undertaken
including the opportunity to gain vocational experience in a health and social
care setting, research and nutrition.

How will I be assessed?
You will be continually assessed through assignments and tasks leading to the
compiling of a portfolio.  There are no external examinations. Progression
through the grading criteria from Pass to Distinction reflects current sector
practice.

What can I do next?
Many of our students select to study Health and Social Care because they
have a clear idea of their chosen profession, eg nursing, midwifery, social
work, paramedical services, social work, physio and occupational therapy
etc.  However, many of our students are unsure when they start their studies
with us and wish to gain vital knowledge and experience, not forgetting the
two A-Levels to complement and support their other courses.

CAMBRIDGE
TECHNICALS IN
HEALTH & SOCIAL CARE

2/3
LEVEL

3
LEVEL

HeALtH & eDucAtIoN

Priestley ExTRA

You will have the opportunity to take part in enrichment activities

which will include Health and social care university Applications

and preparation for interviews. You will also have the opportunity to

attend residential trips to London and prague. there are many

applied learning experiences both within college and in local care

organisations to develop your knowledge, understanding, skills and

experience.

Priestley ExTRA

You will have opportunities to take part in enrichment activities

including sign Language, First Aid and also wider college activities.

International visits and experiences are frequently undertaken by

the department, whilst within college, day visits, conferences and

guest speakers are frequently used to enhance learning. For both

level 2 and 3, DBs clearance will be arranged prior to placement

experiences and will be funded by the college.

RACHEL WALSH
Health & education
tutor

“It is important to be aware
of the individual needs and
challenges young adults
have to deal with from being
carers themselves to not
being sure of their future
career”
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Why take this course?
The BTEC Level 3 in Children’s Play, Learning and Development has been
developed in consultation with employers, higher education institutions and
professional bodies to ensure you gain the understanding and skills for
working with children aged 0 - 7 and 11 months. This course will take up
one block and you can study A-Levels alongside it. By the end of the course
we expect that students will progress to University, to then qualify as
primary school teachers, social workers or they may wish to gain
employment in the Early Years Sector.

What will I study?
The course is made up of a series of units which are relevant to Early Years
Settings, such as Schools, Nurseries, Children’s Centres, Child Minders, Play
Groups etc. and the content of each unit has been carefully selected to reflect
the latest developments and approaches within the Early Years Sector. The core
modules consist of Child Development and Play in Early Years Settings.  Child
Development is common to all levels of the qualification and provides
underpinning knowledge of theory and factors affecting and stages of
development of children. Play in Early Years Settings provides an understanding
of the different types and value of play and how it is organised and resourced.
Other units look at Health and Safety, Meeting Needs and Working with Parents.
You will also undertake a placement as part of this course.

How will I be assessed?
You will sit one exam at the end of your first year, Unit 1: Child Development.
This exam focuses largely on the psychological aspects of child development,
along with factors affecting development and atypical development. You will
also complete a number of coursework units in your first and second year and
these will be assessed in a variety of ways, such as written reports,
presentations, display work and group work.  Alongside your exams and
coursework, you will complete a Practical Evidence Portfolio, which will
consist of your achievements and reflections on placement settings. You will
attend placement for one morning or afternoon each week.

What skills and special qualifications do I need?
You will need to have obtained GCSE Maths and English at grade A to C,
along with other GCSEs. The course is very demanding in areas such as
literacy so it is vital that you have the skills to work independently, reading
extensive articles and completing research, which you will then apply to
Child Development. Experience working with children would be beneficial but
it is not essential, as you will be attending placement.

What can I do next?
Following the completion of Children’s Play, Learning and Development
National Award, you will then have the opportunity to progress to University
to study Social Work, Primary School Teaching, Nursing and other related
degrees or you may wish to gain employment within the early years sector
and continue further training to achieve the Early Years Educator Status.

BTEC LEVEL 3
CHILDREN’S PLAY,
LEARNING &
DEVELOPMENT

Why take this course?
The new BTEC Level 3 in Children’s Play, Learning and Development
National Certificate and Diplomas have been developed in consultation with
employers, higher education institutions and professional bodies to ensure
you gain the understanding and skills for working with children aged 0 – 7
and 11 months. This is a full-time programme and by the end of the course
you will achieve the National Certificate (Early Years Educator Status), which
can help students progress to employment and careers such as nursery
assistants, family support workers and other Early Years professions.

What will I study?
The course is made up of a series of units which are relevant to Early Years
settings such as Schools, Nurseries, Children’s Centres, Child Minders, Play
Groups etc. The content of each unit has been carefully selected to reflect the
latest developments and approaches within the Early Years Sector. The core
modules consist of Child Development and Play in Early Years Settings. Child
Development is common to all levels of the qualification and provides
underpinning knowledge of theory, factors affecting and stages of development
of children. Play in Early Years Settings provides an understanding of the
different types and value of play and how it is organised and resourced. Other
units look at Health and Safety, Meeting Needs and Working with Parents.
Within this course you will have three days in College and two days on
placement.

How will I be assessed?
You will sit one exam at the end of your first year, Unit 1: Child Development.
This exam focuses largely on the psychological aspects of child development,
along with factors affecting development and atypical development. You will
also complete a number of coursework units in your first and second year and
these will be assessed in a variety of ways, such as written reports,
presentations, display work and group work. Alongside your exams and
coursework you will complete a Practical Evidence Portfolio, which will
consist of your achievements and reflections on placement settings.

What skills and special qualifications do I need?
You must complete a DBS application form and obtain clearance to take this
programme. You must have achieved or be working towards grade C at
GCSE or above in Maths and English. You also need to be organised, have
good time management skills and be able to work independently.

What can I do next?
Following the completion of the qualification, you can gain employment in a
number of specific careers within the Early Years Sector as a qualified
practitioner or, alternatively, you may wish to study further A-Levels and
progress to University to study Social Work, Primary School Teaching,
Nursing and other related degrees.

BTEC LEVEL 3
CHILDREN’S PLAY,
LEARNING &
DEVELOPMENT
(EARLY YEARS EDUCATOR STATUS)

3
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Priestley ExTRA

You will have the opportunity to go on various trips to enhance your

knowledge. there will also be day trips to universities to find out

more about degrees related to this course.

Priestley ExTRA

You will have the opportunity to go on various trips such a
residential trip to London, where you will visit the children’s
Museum. this will provide you with extensive knowledge to support
you with your coursework and also the opportunity to take part in
many sightseeing activities. In your second year you can join the
department on a trip to prague, where you will visit children’s
Homes and other services, along with the Jewish Holocaust
Museum. We will also organise non-residential trips such as, visits to
universities to explore their range of early Years and Health-related
degrees including a tour of their campus, taking part in lectures and
finding out other general information relating to tuition and
accommodation fees.
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Why take this course?
This programme has been specifically designed for A-Level students who
are interested in primary/secondary teaching or working in the Health and
Social Care (HSC) sector. Students should select the options that suits their
career aspirations (education or health and social care). It provides a link
between academic study and practical vocational skills. You must have an
interest in teaching/health and social care. You need to be well motivated
and hard working in order to complete your portfolio of work. Asdan is a
one-year programme studied alongside your subjects in your first year at
College, which should include at least one National Curriculum subject (if
doing the Pre-teaching option).

What will I study?
The key areas of study will be developing the skills necessary for
teaching/health and social care. These will include experiences within
placements. Time will be spent developing skills that are required in these
vocations such as working as part of a team, planning and organising activities
and outings, presentations, developing research skills, group discussions and
problem solving.

How will I be assessed?
You will attend a local placement either within an education or an HSC
establishment. You will attend your placement weekly where you will plan and
carry out activities. Reports will be completed by the class teacher or
placement mentor. You will prepare a portfolio which is divided into six
sections for work experience/active citizenship, problem solving, research,
presentation, discussion and working with others. You will also take part in
class debates. The portfolio is made up of 150 hours and you need an overall
pass to achieve the award.

What skills and special qualifications do I need?
You must obtain DBS clearance to take this programme. If selecting the Pre-
teaching option you must have achieved or be working towards grade C at
GCSE or above in Maths, English and Science. Some Universities are now
asking for a grade C or above at GCSE in a Modern Foreign Language to
take a teacher training qualification, whilst some are asking for a grade B in
Maths and English. You need to be organised and have good time
management skills.

What can I do next?
The Pre-teaching students who take this course usually go on to become
primary or secondary school teachers after taking a degree at University. The
Health and Social Care students can either enter the care industry directly or
go on to further studies (Nursing, Midwifery, Social Care etc) at University.

CERTIFICATE OF 
PERSONAL EFFECTIVENESS
ASDAN PRE-TEACHING
AWARD

Why take this course?
If you think you may enjoy the challenge of a course which will allow you to
express yourself in writing as well as the opportunity to develop key skills
that can be applied in the real world, including clarity of thought and
expression, critical and analytical skills, team work and giving and receiving
constructive feedback, then this may be the course for you. You will study
and practise writing in four different forms: prose fiction, prose non-fiction,
poetry and script. You will be expected to develop regular practice of
independent writing and reading. In addition, you will develop a wide variety
of skills that are well regarded by both employers and universities, and
which will complement many of your other courses at Priestley.

What will I study?
At AS, you will be introduced thematically to four forms of writing and will learn
to express yourself in all of the disciplines studied. You will also study literary
and non-literary texts to introduce you to the craft of writing by exploring
writers’ methods through the study of published texts, including play and film
scripts, poetry, prose fiction, articles and speeches. You will produce a 3000-
word coursework folder containing two creative pieces of work with a 1500-
word reflective commentary. At A2, you will have a chance to further develop
your expertise as a writer in one preferred form. You will experience the writers’
workshop, which will strengthen your ability to reflect critically on your own
creative process and to give feedback to others. Your A2 study will culminate
with a 4000-word (or equivalent) portfolio of creative work with a full reflective
2000-word commentary, bibliography and evidence of redrafting.

How will I be assessed?
AS Course – 40% Exam (20% of A-Level) and 60% Coursework 
(30% of A-Level)
A2 Course – Exam (20% of A-Level) and Coursework (30% of A-Level).

What skills and special qualifications do I need?
You must have at least a grade C in both GCSE English Language and
English Literature. Admission to the course is via writing sample during the
September registration. You must be prepared to write in a range of forms
and genres, read widely and critically to develop your writing skills and you
must be willing to share your work-in-progress with others. You will develop
oral communication skills through discussion, reflection and critical
analysis. You will also develop independent research skills using the internet,
Virtual Learning Environment and Learning Resource Centre.

What can I do next?
Creative Writing is firmly established in higher education and leads to careers
within the creative and cultural industries such as; publishing, public
relations, marketing, journalism, media, management, the legal profession,
teaching and many others.

AS/A2
CREATIVE WRITING

3
LEVEL

3
LEVEL

HeALtH & eDucAtIoN
eNGLIsH & MoDerN 
LANGuAGes

Priestley ExTRA

You will have the opportunity to participate in the planning,

organising and implementation of a trip or activity of your choice.

Priestley ExTRA

studying creative Writing will give you opportunities to attend

theatre performances, museum visits and conferences and

residential visits. You can also join the creative Writing Group and

college Magazine.
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Why take this course?
If you think you may enjoy a course which involves the study of the different
ways people use language, how society views its use and how language has
developed, then this may be the course for you. In addition, you will develop
a wide variety of skills that are highly regarded both by employers and
universities, and which will complement many of the other courses at
Priestley.

What will I study?
Across the two years of your study, you will analyse in detail both written and
spoken language exploring a wide variety of texts from transcripts to travel
writing as well as learning a wide variety of terminology to aid you in specific
and detailed analysis. You will look at a variety of areas of Language and
Situation considering relevant theory and how critical context is in its
interpretation. You will develop skills in creative writing looking at how to write in
both fiction and non-fiction forms and your coursework will involve completing
a 3,500-word investigation into a chosen area of Language. Your second year
will continue to develop and hone your linguistic knowledge by looking at
Language and Power, Language Change, Child Language Acquisition and
English in the 21st Century and considering relevant theories and research to
enhance your contextual and academic understanding.

How will I be assessed?
20% coursework, 80% examination.

What skills and special qualifications do I need?
You will need at least a grade C in GCSE English Language. AS English
Language is very different to GCSE English you must be prepared to learn a
wide range of linguistic terminology, to learn about English grammar, and
how to analyse language usage in both speech and writing. You will need to
write essays and develop the skills to express your ideas clearly and
logically. You will develop oral communication skills through discussion and
formal presentations. You will also develop independent research skills using
the internet, Virtual Learning Environment and Learning Resource Centre.

What can I do next?
English Language prepares you for careers such as publishing, public
relations, marketing, journalism, media, management, the legal profession,
teaching and many others. It is also ideal preparation for a host of degree
courses.

AS/A2
ENGLISH LANGUAGE

Why take this course?
If you are a keen and confident reader who enjoys discussing your own
ideas and those of others, then this may be the English course for you. You
will further develop your knowledge and interest of literary texts from
different genres and periods, as well as their historical and critical contexts.
In addition, you will develop a wide variety of skills that are highly regarded
by both employers and universities, and which will complement many of
your other courses at Priestley.

What will I study?
You will study a range of novels, poetry and drama from the fifteenth to the
twenty-first century, including texts written by women writers. There will be a
focus on particular genres, allowing students to develop deeper knowledge of
literary traditions and movements such as Jacobean Drama or Literary
Modernism. You will focus specifically on features of language, form and
structure used in texts, as well as considering the impact of contexts on the
way texts are written and received. There will be opportunities for independent
study that will enable students to learn new skills in academic research, as well
as creative writing tasks that encourage individual responses.

How will I be assessed?
20% coursework, 80% examination.

What skills and special qualifications do I need?
You must have at least a grade C in both GCSE English Language and
English Literature. You must be prepared to read some new and challenging
texts, to learn new terminology, and how to analyse techniques used in
writing. You must read independently and you will need to write essays and
develop the skills to express your ideas clearly and logically. You will develop
oral communication skills through discussion and formal presentations. You
will also develop independent research skills using the internet, Virtual
Learning Environment and Learning Resource Centre.

What can I do next?
English Literature is favoured by top universities for its academic rigour and
breadth of study. It will prepare you for careers which require good
communication skills, such as publishing, public relations, marketing,
journalism, media, management, the legal profession, teaching and many
others.

AS/A2
ENGLISH LITERATURE
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eNGLIsH & MoDerN LANGuAGes

Priestley ExTRA

studying english Literature will give you opportunities to attend

theatre performances, museum visits and conferences and

residential visits. You can also join the creative Writing Group and

college Magazine.

Priestley ExTRA

studying english Language will give you opportunities to attend

conferences and join us on residential visits. You can also join the

creative Writing Group and college Magazine.

KRISTEN RyDER
english & creative
Writing tutor

“I believe strongly in the

quest for knowledge and I

am passionate about

helping learners realise their

full potential through

education”
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Why take this course?
If you think you may enjoy the challenge of a course which involves the
study of both literary and non-literary texts as well as the opportunity to
write creatively, then this may be the English course for you. You will study
different varieties of spoken and written language as well as develop your
knowledge about literature. In addition, you will develop a wide variety of
skills that are well regarded by both employers and universities, and which
will complement many of your other courses at Priestley.

What will I study?
Across the two years of your study, you will discover and analyse the creation
of voice in a wide variety of written and spoken forms, alongside the in-depth
study of an anthology of non-fiction genre pieces. There will also be the study
of two core texts, poetry from ‘The Whitsun Weddings’ by Philip Larkin and
‘The Great Gatsby’ by F. Scott Fitzgerald, in preparation for a comparative
analysis of text and themes.  You will produce a 3,500-word coursework folder
inspired by the theme of dystopia containing two pieces of original writing
(literary and non-literary) with a commentary. The second year will continue
this coursework and develop the depth of your analysis and understanding of
unseen texts, whilst developing your extended essay and exam skills. You will
also study a play, ‘All My Sons’, with consideration of key themes and stylistics.

How will I be assessed?
20% coursework 80% exam.

What skills and special qualifications do I need?
You must have at least a grade C in both GCSE English Language and
English Literature. You must be prepared to learn a range of linguistic
terminology, to learn about English grammar and how to analyse language
usage in both speech and writing. You must read independently and you will
need to write essays and develop the skills to express your ideas clearly and
logically. You will develop oral communication skills through discussion and
formal presentations. You will also develop independent research skills using
the internet, Virtual Learning Environment and Learning Resource Centre.

What can I do next?
English Language and Literature prepares you for careers which require good
communication skills such as publishing, public relations, marketing,
journalism, media, management, the legal profession, teaching and many
others. It is highly regarded by all leading Universities.

AS/A2
ENGLISH LANGUAGE &
LITERATURE

Why take this course?
French is spoken officially in 33 countries: this number is second only to
English.  It is a beautiful language and a world language of considerable
international importance, spoken widely in West Africa, several European
countries and Canada. If you enjoyed learning French at GCSE, French could
be a good AS choice for you. More and more universities are asking for a
qualification in a language as a basic entry requirement and an AS in French
combines well with all other subjects at Priestley. An AS or A2 in French is
also highly valued on apprenticeship schemes.

What will I study?
AS French is different to GCSE. You will have the chance to develop your
language skills so that you can write and talk about your ideas on issues that
affect young people, for example, TV programmes and viewing trends; music;
holidays; attitudes to healthy and unhealthy lifestyles. You will learn to express
your ideas and opinions in French and you will consolidate and extend your
knowledge and understanding of French grammar. 
For A2 you will study issues such as immigration and racism; unemployment
and environmental issues such as pollution. You will also study a French film
and France during the German Occupation.

Oral Lessons
You will have a 1-to-1 oral lesson per week with our French language
assistant, who will support you in developing your speaking skills for your oral
exam. 

How will I be assessed?
There are no controlled assessments! You will have one oral and one written
exam for both the AS and the A2 courses. You will also be assessed by your
teachers throughout the course which, together with opportunities for self and
peer assessment during the year, will give you a clear idea of how you are
progressing.  We always do our best to provide support where you need it.

What skills and special qualifications do I need?
You should normally have a GCSE grade B in French and at least a grade C
in GCSE English Language with a minimum average GCSE pass of C. You
should have sat the Higher Tier GCSE French examinations.

What can I do next?
You will stand out from the crowd with an AS or A2 in French because it
shows that you are smart, have good communication skills and are interested
in other peoples and cultures. Employers and universities are impressed by
these attributes and skills. All career paths are possible and enhanced by an
AS or A2 in French e.g. law, medicine, engineering, accountancy, business as
well as science and technology careers.

AS/A2
FRENCH

3
LEVEL

3
LEVEL

eNGLIsH & MoDerN LANGuAGes

Priestley ExTRA

You will have the opportunity to do a week’s work experience in

France. You will be able to watch films at the cornerhouse cinema

in Manchester and attend university French sixth form days.

Priestley ExTRA

studying english Language and Literature will give you

opportunities to attend theatre performances and conferences as

well as join us on residential visits. You can also join the creative

Writing Group and college Magazine.
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Why take this course?
German is the most widely spoken first language in the European Union.
German trade is the largest in Europe and Germany is in the top 5 countries
in the world for its trade volumes. This is why it is important for British
students to learn German at AS or A2. A recent survey by the Confederation
of British Industry (CBI) revealed that German is the most sought-after
foreign language by UK employers.
You will find German a useful and fascinating language to study at AS and
A2. German will combine well with any other subject you study, and would
give you an advantage in university and apprenticeship applications.

What will I study?
AS German is different to GCSE. You will develop your language skills and talk
about your ideas on a range of issues that touch young people’s lives, for
example, TV programmes and viewing trends; music; holidays; attitudes to
healthy and unhealthy lifestyles. You will learn to express your ideas and
opinions in German and you will strengthen and extend your knowledge and
understanding of grammar.
For A2 you will study issues such as immigration and racism; unemployment
and environmental issues such as pollution. You will also study a German film
and a period of history.

Oral Lessons
You will have a 1-to-1 oral lesson per week with our German language
assistant. She will support you in developing your speaking skills for the
speaking test. 

How will I be assessed?
There are no controlled assessments! There is one oral and one written
examination, for each the AS and the A2 courses. You will also be assessed
by your teachers throughout the course, so we can see how you are
progressing and provide support where needed. We help you develop the
necessary skills to assess and evaluate your own progress by giving you clear
feedback and guidance on how to improve.

What skills and special qualifications do I need?
You should have at least GCSE grade B in German and a grade C in English
Language and a minimum average GCSE pass of C. You should have sat the
Higher Tier GCSE German examinations.

What can I do next?
Studying German prepares you for any career needing good communication
and analytical skills, for example careers in medicine, engineering, law,
biochemistry, business and media. You will stand out from the crowd if you
apply for a job, for example, in industries linked to science and technology.
Universities also highly value applicants with an AS or A2 in German.

AS/A2
GERMAN

Why take this course?
After Mandarin, Spanish is spoken by more people than any other language
in the world. Spanish embraces a wealth of cultures as it is spoken across
Latin America as well as in Spain, so there are now 329 million Spanish
speakers worldwide!
With increasing competition for places at university, a student with AS or A2
level Spanish will really stand out from the crowd. More and more
universities are asking for a qualification in a language as a basic entry
requirement for a range of courses. Languages combine well with all other
subjects at Priestley.

What will I study?
AS Spanish is different to GCSE. You will develop your language skills and talk
about your ideas on issues that affect young people’s lives, for example TV
programmes and viewing trends; music; holidays; attitudes to healthy and
unhealthy lifestyles. You will learn to express your ideas and opinions in
Spanish and you will strengthen and extend your knowledge and understanding
of grammar.
For A2 you will study a Spanish film and the Spanish Civil War. You will also
study social and political issues such as immigration and racism, wealth and
poverty, unemployment and social marginalisation as well as the environment.

Oral Lessons
You will have a 1-to-1 oral lesson per week with our Spanish language
assistant. She will support you in developing your speaking skills for the oral. 

How will I be assessed?
There are no controlled assessments! You will have one oral and one written
examination for both the AS and the A2 courses. You will also be assessed by
your teachers throughout the course and opportunities for self and peer
assessment will be presented during the year and you will have a clear idea of
how you are progressing and support will be provided where needed.

What skills and special qualifications do I need?
You should normally have a GCSE grade B in Spanish and at least a C grade
in GCSE English Language and a minimum average GCSE pass of C. You
should have sat the Higher Tier GCSE Spanish examinations.

What can I do next?
The ability to speak Spanish will give you the edge when applying for jobs
which require good communication skills, such as careers in business,
marketing, journalism, law and tourism.

AS/A2
SPANISH
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You will have the opportunity to do a week’s work experience in

spain. You will be able to participate in trips to film study sessions at

the cornerhouse cinema in Manchester. You will also be able to

attend university 6th form days and spanish As and A2 topic days.

Priestley ExTRA

You will have the opportunity to do a week’s work experience in

Germany. You will be able to participate in film study sessions at the

cornerhouse cinema in Manchester and attend university German

sixth form days, as well as going to the Manchester christmas

Markets.

eNGLIsH & MoDerN LANGuAGes
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Why take this course?
Archaeology is the study of human activity in the past: the buildings people
built, the food they ate, the clothes they wore and even the gods they
worshipped. The subject covers huge spans of time, from the earliest
hunter-gatherer groups to the great states of Rome and Greece.
Archaeological evidence comes in many different forms, such as stone
tools, animal and human bones and pottery. Archaeology offers us a
fascinating glimpse into the day-to-day lives of our predecessors and helps
inform our own future.

What will I study?
The AS course begins with a study of Religion and Ritual in Ancient Rome
where you will examine the religion and beliefs of the Romans through evidence
found in Britain and Europe. You will explore five key religious sites and learn
about religious change in the Roman Empire from 753BC to AD410. The
second unit is Archaeological Skills and Methods, examining how
archaeologists identify sites, excavate, and interpret evidence. This is done
through study of important sites such as Stonehenge and discoveries such as
the Austrian ‘Iceman’.
For A-Level you will study World Archaeology, a broad module in which you will
consider a range of themes and controversies in archaeology and also
complete a Personal Study, a coursework module that requires students to
produce a 4,000-word archaeological investigation.

How will I be assessed?
In the AS course, Unit 1 is assessed through an examination in May/June
(40% of your AS year). Unit 2 is assessed through an examination in June
(60% of your AS year). In the A2 year, Unit 3 is assessed through examination
in June (60% of your A2 year). Unit 4 is a coursework option worth 40% of
your A2 year.

What skills and special qualifications do I need?
You should have good written and communication skills. In addition, there
are some scientific aspects of the course, so it would help if you are
comfortable in this area.

What can I do next?
Students who have studied Archaeology at A-Level have progressed to a
wide range of university courses and careers. Possible careers include
working in heritage management, journalism, police, as a museum curator
and as an archaeologist. Archaeology is a subject that develops your skills of
analysis, using source evidence, interpretation, and extended writing ability.
These are highly valued by employers and universities.

AS/A2
ARCHAEOLOGY

Why take this course?
The Classical World was, in many ways, the basis of our modern one.  From
the ancient Romans and Greeks we have drawn our alphabet, many of our
words and much of our mathematics, philosophy and culture.  These people
dominated huge swathes of the world and you will be able to study
fascinating aspects of their society and culture, their leaders, their writings
and their wars and conflicts.

What will I study?
The AS course contains two units: one on ancient society and culture and one
on important ancient historical events.  You will learn about the role and position
of women in Athenian and Roman culture, how society viewed the status and
expectations of women and how diverse and fascinating the real situation was
for women in these ancient societies.  You will also learn about one of the most
dramatic conflicts of the ancient world, one which decided the fate of Western
Europe and pitched the growing Roman state against the great sea and trading
power of Carthage and their outstanding general Hannibal.  You will be able to
study the ancient writings of historians and use a range of other materials to
access these topics.

How will I be assessed?
In the AS course, Units 1 and 2 are both assessed via a written examination.
Each examination is one and half hours long and consists of source questions
and a short essay.  Both exams are worth 50% of the AS Level and 25% of the
overall A-Level.

What skills and special qualifications do I need?
You should have good written and communication skills and be comfortable
completing extended pieces of written work. Most importantly, you need to
have a genuine interest and enthusiasm for studying the Ancient Past and
reading and learning about it.

What can I do next?
Students who have studied Classical Civilisations at A-Level will be able to
progress onto a wide range of university courses and careers. It is a subject
that shows you have the ability to use source material, reach judgements and
to write extended essays – skills that are relevant and transferable in a wide
range of jobs.

AS/A2
CLASSICAL
CIVILISATION

3
LEVEL

3
LEVEL
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Priestley ExTRA

there are lots of opportunities to become involved in additional

activities – Archaeology students visit chester to view the roman

remains and in the past students have taken part in excavations and

visited Hadrian’s Wall. students have also visited rome and pompeii

on overseas visits.

Priestley ExTRA

there are lots of opportunities to get involved in additional activities

– there will be an chance to take part in an overseas trip and other

study visits within the local area such as a trip to chester.  students

will be able to take part in writing articles for the History society

magazine which is published throughout the year. An essay

competition that is judged by universities runs each year, and

students are encouraged to attend lectures and events on aspects

of the past.
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Why take this course?
You decide on your own essay title, artefact to produce, type of
performance or experiment/investigation. Unlike all your other courses you
will become the expert in your chosen field with your tutor there to support
you as well as discuss your ideas and planning. Extended Project
Qualification or EPQ is a Level 3 qualification that is the equivalent of an
extra AS-Level. As it is assessed at A-Level standard, it is the only AS in
which you can achieve an A* grade, equivalent to 70 UCAS points.

What will I study?
Extended Project Qualification takes up one block on your timetable. You will be
timetabled for two hours per week in lessons which you will need to
supplement with a minimum of two and a half hours per week of independent
study. We help you to develop the sort of skills that universities, training
providers and employers really value: time management, planning, research,
independent study, critical analysis, referencing skills and presentation.
Students tend to choose a title that links to and stems from one of the
following: favourite subject; intended university course or possible future
career; outside interest such as sport, music, fashion or wider reading.

How will I be assessed?
Most students opt for the Dissertation, which is a 6,000 word academic essay
on the subject of your choice. Some students decide to make or manufacture
something, which is called an artefact and they write a shorter report of around
2,000 words in support of their product. Occasionally students decide to put on
a performance which is assessed and some opt for an investigation or
experiment. All students have to maintain an accurate activity log and to give a
presentation, usually to the rest of their class, though for a variety of reasons,
an alternative audience can be arranged. There are two submission points in
the year: late November submissions receive their result in January and April
submissions receive their grade in August. It is, in effect, all coursework. The
EPQ will be submitted prior to the start of the examination period, so it should
not interfere with revision for other subjects. There is no examination.

What skills and special qualifications do I need?
You will need to have strong literacy and numeracy skills (be able to express
yourself well in both the spoken and written word). We would recommend
that students have a minimum of a grade C in GCSE English and Maths,
though individual applications will be considered on their merit. You will need
to have good analytical skills in order to interpret and evaluate source
material. You will need to carry out in-depth research, going well beyond the
first page of Google or a few clicks on Wikipedia. Have you tried Google
Scholar or listened to BBC Radio 4 or BBC World Service podcasts?

What can I do next?
If you are applying for university, an EPQ will give you plenty to talk about in
your UCAS Personal Statement or to discuss at interview. This is particularly
true if you are considering applying for Medicine, Dentistry, Veterinary, Law,
Teaching, Midwifery or Nursing to mention a few. It has been described by
one recent EPQ student as “the best thing I ever did in preparation for my
university course.” It will improve your time management, research skills and
self-reliance, due to the fact that it is not really a taught course; you improve
your own skills as you go through the process.

BTEC LEVEL 3
EXTENDED PROJECT
QUALIFICATION (EPQ)

Why take this course?
Environmental sustainability and related environmentally-based sectors are
growing rapidly within the UK. The government has introduced relevant
legislation and international agreements and protocols with an emphasis on
reducing global warming, climate change, low carbon economy and the need
for conservation. Recent research and consultation with prospective
employers, education providers, learners and parents has identified a need to
develop current vocational training and qualifications in  environmental
sustainability, environmental goods and services, and related environmental
conservation sectors. This is to meet the considerable interest from employers
and to support the low carbon economy and skills development in this area.

What will I study?
Topics such as climate change, conservation, environmental monitoring and
energy management are fundamental to the development of environmental
awareness, and there is a drive within the sector to see an increase in the
practical skills and techniques that support environmental understanding.
Some units, such as Sustainable Communities and Energy Management, are
compulsory. Other optional units that reflect the specialisms of the teaching
staff as well as the core elements of environmental conservation.

How will I be assessed?
All assessment for BTEC Nationals is criterion referenced, based on the
achievement of specified learning outcomes. Each unit within the qualification
has specified assessment and grading criteria which are to be used for
grading purposes. 
A summative unit grade can be awarded at pass, merit or distinction:
• to achieve a ‘pass’ a learner must have satisfied all the pass assessment
criteria

• to achieve a ‘merit’ a learner must additionally have satisfied all the merit
grading criteria

• to achieve a ‘distinction’ a learner must additionally have satisfied all the
distinction grading criteria.

Learners who complete the unit but who do not meet all the pass criteria are
graded ‘unclassified’.

What skills and special qualifications do I need?
You should be able to demonstrate an interest in the environment and
previous qualifications such as:
• a BTEC Level 2 qualification in Applied Science, Countryside and
Environment or a related vocational area

• a standard of literacy and numeracy supported by a general education
equivalent to four GCSEs at grade A*-C

• other related Level 2 qualifications and, if possible, related work
experience.

What can I do next?
A qualification in Environmental Sustainability can lead to further study and
employment in areas including: ecology, waste management & recycling,
conservation, government policy unit, journalism and land management or
town & country planning. Most large businesses are actively developing their
response to environmental sustainability and responsible, greener resource
management, including energy companies, charities or NGOs such as
Greenpeace, WWF or the National Trust, civil engineering, construction and
major transport infrastructure projects such as HS2.

BTEC LEVEL 3
ENVIRONMENTAL
SUSTAINABILITY

3
LEVEL

3
LEVEL

G
o
t a
 q
ue
st
io
n?
E
m
a
il:
 a
d
m
is
si
o
n
s@
p
ri
e
st
le
y.
a
c.
u
k

HuMANItIes

Priestley ExTRA

students will have the opportunity to participate in a visit to a

university to further their research. the extended project is an

excellent opportunity to undertake some original research as part of

your project or work-based placement.

Priestley ExTRA

the very nature of the environmental sustainability Btec means
that students will have opportunities to put the theory that they
learn in the classroom into practice in the field. recent educational
visits and field trips have included Iceland, sicily, Hilbre Island,
staffordshire and Dudley. Where next?

D ED
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Why take this course?
A-level Geography encourages students to apply geographical knowledge,
theory and skills to the world around them. In turn this will enable them to
develop a critical understanding of the world’s people, places and
environments in the 21st century.  Our Geography students will develop both
knowledge and understanding of contemporary geographical concepts
together with transferable skills that will enable them to progress to higher
education and a range of employment opportunities.

What will I study?
There are core topics that will be covered in Geography and they focus on the
major stores of water and carbon at or near the Earth’s surface and the
dynamic relationships associated with them. Also included on the course is the
study of tectonic processes, impacts of hazards and their mitigation. Other core
topics include Global governance and global systems; this covers a range of
contemporary issues associated with globalisation and the global governance
of the earth’s oceans and Antarctica. Geopolitics is also taught along with study
of economic superpowers. World cities are considered in detail along with how
and why places change. Optional topics may include hot deserts, coasts,
ecosystems, cold environments, development issues, health and human rights.
A-Level Geography will very much focus on the enquiry process collecting,
presenting and analysing data  from the field  and to this end all  A-Level
students must complete a minimum of four days of fieldwork.

How will I be assessed?
At the end of the first year students may sit the AS examination; this involves
two examinations focusing on the core topics and questions on fieldwork.  To
achieve the full A-Level qualification students will sit three examinations at the
end of the second year of study and in addition they must produce a 3,000 to
4,000-word individual piece of coursework worth 20% of the final marks.

What skills and special qualifications do I need?
To study this course your average GCSE grades will need to be Cs and Bs or
above. Geography students should be confident in the use of statistics and
be able to construct longer written answers so GCSE passes in English and
Maths are also essential along with a GCSE pass in Geography.

What can I do next?
Geography combines well with both arts and science subjects. Geography is
highly valued by universities as an A-Level choice. The Russell Group names
Geography as one of the eight facilitating subjects (those preferred by
universities when students are applying). Statistics for employability
consistently show that Geography students are highly employable. The most
recent HECSU report reflects this with Geography graduates experiencing
some of the lowest rates of unemployment of all graduates. This reflects both
the flexibility that geographers have to gain entry to careers across a wide
range of employment sectors and the success of geographers at the
application and interview stage.

AS/A2
GEOGRAPHY

Why take this course?
Geology is a scientific A-Level course and combines well with all science
subjects, Archaeology and Geography. Geology introduces students to
events past and present at the Earth’s surface and the processes that create
the present pattern of continents and oceans and the formation of economic
deposits of metals and energy resources. Geology also helps you to
understand natural geological hazards, as well as those caused by human
activity and the means of predicting and controlling them.

What will I study?
AS – Structure of the Earth, plate tectonics, earthquakes, volcanoes and how
rocks respond to stress. We also study the three major rock groups in detail to
find out what they tell us about the Earth’s history. There are also assessed
fieldwork visits to the Wirral and Stoke on Trent, and several non-assessed
study visits to complement the understanding of field Geology.
A2 – You apply the knowledge gained from the AS modules. You will study
fossils including dinosaurs and ammonites and use them to look at how former
life evolved and what they can tell us about Earth’s history. There is also a
focus on engineering geology, water supply, energy resources and metals.
There are also assessed fieldwork visits to North Wales and Heysham.

How will I be assessed?
In both your AS and A2 courses there will be two papers, amounting to 30%
and 50% of the final grade respectively. There is an assessed practical activity
(fieldwork + lab work) worth 10% of the final grade and an evaluative paper
sat at an appropriate point during the course worth the final 10%) There is no
coursework component.

What skills and special qualifications do I need?
To study this course your average GCSE grades will need to be Cs and Bs or
above. The ability to learn and recall factual information is essential. The
course will develop scientific knowledge from the three major disciplines
and therefore you must also have at least a grade C in GCSE Science. We
would encourage students considering taking Geology A-Level to take the
Core Maths course, as this will support the work they undertake in Geology.

What can I do next?
Many students have gone on to study Geology at University. Possible careers
include Environmental Management, travelling the world working with natural
resources, civil engineering, natural and artificial hazard management, and of
course academic research. Geology is a science course and will also help
you obtain a place on all science-related degree courses. It is also possible to
obtain an apprenticeship with organisations like the Environment Agency or
Centrica.

AS/A2
GEOLOGY
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Geography offers a range of practical and fieldwork experiences,

including biennial visits to Iceland and to sicily. We have strong links

with local universities and often host visiting speakers in college. In

addition our students have the chance to visit universities to take

part in student conferences. the department is a member of the

royal Geographical society so all our students can access their

online resources.

Priestley ExTRA

We are planning to visit either Iceland or sicily in March 2017, while

a trip to costa rica is also being considered, along with the

Geography students. In all three cases we would be visiting active

volcanoes and many other examples of the natural power of planet

earth.
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Why take this course?
Government and Politics is a challenging course that gives you a deeper
understanding of the stories in the news each day. Studying politics will help
learners understand the reasons behind recent changes in our society such
as the rise in university tuition fees and the record levels of youth
unemployment. Students are encouraged to think critically and logically,
develop their independent study skills, and develop their own political
passions and interests outside of the classroom. The course complements
A-Level subjects such as History, English and Law due to its intensive focus
on essay writing skills.  It was recently recognised by the Russell Group of
universities as a leading traditional A-Level subject.

What will I study?
During the first year, you will study two units.  In Unit 1, students will study the
major ideas of the leading political parties in the United Kingdom and the
influence pressure groups hold over decision makers.  In Unit 2, the course
focuses on the Prime Minister David Cameron, and the changing role of
parliament and the judicial system.  In the second year, Units 3 and 4 focus on
US politics and topics such as the presidency of Barack Obama; of particular
interest, given that the Presidential Election is due in 2016.

How will I be assessed?
You will sit an essay based examination at the end of your first year, testing
Units 1 and 2. This will determine your AS grade.   In year two, you will sit a
further essay based examination testing your knowledge of the US political
system.  This will determine your overall A-Level grade. There is no coursework
in either the AS or A2 year.

What skills and special qualifications do I need?
Literacy skills are vital due to the essay based style of the course. The
course will help you to construct academic arguments, write extended
essays and to become a critical and independent thinker.  Furthermore, an
interest in the news is essential.

What can I do next?
An A-Level in Politics provides opportunities for careers in law, journalism,
teaching, politics, and a range of roles in management and business.  The
course promotes critical thinking, alongside literacy and independent learning
skills, all of which are highly valued by employers.

AS/A2
GOVERNMENT &
POLITICS

Why take this course?
Students choose to study History because it involves a fascinating journey
into exploring past societies, individuals, ideas and values. You will have a
choice between two different options for History, allowing you to study the
aspects of History which excite and intrigue you most. 
History is regarded by employers as an excellent subject for developing
analytical skills and the capacity for debate. The subject is highly respected
both by  universities and by employers. It equips you with many transferable
skills such as the ability to work without direct supervision, an
understanding of how to conduct research and solve problems, and it
develops your ability to think objectively and communicate clearly.

What will I study?
There are two History options for you to choose from.
Option A: Early Modern History: Revolutions in Early Modern Europe                     
You will study two units in year one. The course begins with a breadth study of
the 17th century in Britain. This includes the turbulent reigns of Charles I,
Charles II, and James II. You will also learn about the English Civil War and the
so-called ‘Glorious’ Revolution of 1688.  The second module is an in depth
study of the French Revolution. You will focus on the years 1774-1799, learning
about the execution of the King and Queen and the Reign of Terror under
Robespierre to purge France of enemies of the Revolution. 
In your A2 year you will complete one coursework essay of 4000 words. You
will also study the European and North-American Witchcraze of the 16th and
17th centuries. This is a fascinating investigation into power, belief, superstition,
and persecution in the early modern world.
Option B: Modern History: Rights and Freedoms in the 20th Century
You will study two units in year one. Unit 1 comprises a study of the USA in the
20th century. You’ll study the growing power and influence of the USA, the
different presidents who led it, and the social and cultural issues that shaped it
from 1917-1998. In unit 2 you’ll investigate the reasons for the establishment,
and fall, of Apartheid in South Africa from 1948-1994.
In your A2 year you will complete one coursework essay of 4000 words. You
will also study four conflicts that highlight changes in the experience of warfare
in Britain: The Napoleonic Wars, Crimean War, Boer War, and First World War.

How will I be assessed?
All students will sit AS exams on unit 1 and unit 2 in May/June 2016. If you
decide to complete the full two year A-level, you will sit three exams and submit
one piece of coursework in May/June 2017.

What skills and special qualifications do I need?
There are no additional qualifications that you need for this subject.
However, you will need good written and communication skills and be
determined to undertake wider reading and research.

What can I do next?
Students who have studied History at A-Level have progressed to a wide
range of University courses and careers. Possible careers include jobs in
teaching, the Civil Service, law, police, museum work, architecture,
journalism and many more.
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the course provides lots of opportunities for politics students to get

involved in additional activities including priestley college’s own

question time event with leading local politicians.  they have also

gained valuable work experience shadowing local councillors.

students have recently participated in a visit to London, to the seat

of Government, to meet their Mp and tour the Houses of parliament.

over the past four years students have also visited Washington,

New York and paris.
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there are lots of opportunities to get involved in additional activities

including the History society magazine -”History today” - which is

written and edited by students. over the past three years History

students have also visited London, Washington and New York,

rome and sorrento and Northern France.

HuMANItIes
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Why take this course?
The philosophy specification asks these questions; ‘What can we know?
Can the existence of God be proved? How do we make moral decisions?
Are my mind and body separate?’ These questions are fundamental to the
kinds of questions philosophers ask. In both AS and A2 level Philosophy you
will come into contact with an array of  challenging and stimulating ideas
which you will be asked to explore.

What will I study?
The AS Philosophy course will ask you to study Epistemology (the theory of
knowledge) and Philosophy of Religion. At A2, students look at Philosophy of
Mind and Ethics.

How will I be assessed?
At both AS and A2 level, assessment is by examination at the end of the
summer term. Both examinations are 3 hours long and comprise a mixture of
short and long question answers.

What skills and special qualifications do I need?
You will need to be an independent and self-motivated learner and have very
strong written and oral communication skills. You have to be able to think
conceptually, and yet not hold too much weight to an idea.  The course will
require discussion and a grasp of highly complex ideas. Assessment is by
written philosophical style argumentation, and requires high level written
skills.  The ability to read and comprehend challenging texts is necessary.
You will develop your knowledge of the most profound areas of human
thought, as well as your abilities to discuss, and critically evaluate the most
complex ideas in both verbal and in written formats. A high standard of
English will be required for the study of Philosophy at AS and A2 and we
therefore require a GCSE pass grade minimum of B or above in English, or a
MEG of 6

What can I do next?
Students who study Philosophy go on to pursue a variety of careers including
teaching, public services, science, caring professions and jobs within the
private sector.

AS/A2
PHILOSOPHY

AS/A2
PSYCHOLOGY

3
LEVEL

3
LEVEL

HuMANItIes
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philosophy is a highly regarded subject that will strongly support

university applications. there is an annual opportunity to attend a

visit to a student philosophy conference, led by the prestigious Dr.

peter Vardy.
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You will have the chance to attend conferences covering topics
such as Forensic psychology, go on various trips including chester
Zoo to hear talks on primate behaviour and undertake your own
observational research. Also, on the planned visit to London, you
will have a chance to hear from speakers who are expert in their
field and to go on a “Jack the ripper” walk, which is linked to study
of the criminal mind, for example.

Why take this course?
Psychology is the ‘scientific study of human behaviour and experiences’. If
you have an inquisitive, enquiring mind and are interested in people then you
should enjoy the course. However, Psychology is an evidence-based subject
and you need to realise that the course involves a lot of reading, writing,
independent research and analysis and interpretation and presentation of
data using statistics.

What will I study?
The AS course (Year1 of new linear A-Level) looks at a number of
psychological themes illustrated through 10 core studies (5 classic and 5
contemporary). These include topics on memory, disorders (e.g. autism) and
functions of the brain and cover five different areas of psychology (social,
cognitive, developmental, biological and individual differences). You will also
learn about the research methods that psychologists use and become familiar
with how to interpret and evaluate research using statistics.

The A-Level course covers 10 additional core studies extending your
knowledge of the themes covered in year one and recaps knowledge of
research methods. The main focus is on the application of psychological
knowledge in the areas of mental health, crime and the environment: what is
schizophrenia and how is it treated, why do people commit crime, and how
does building design affect our behaviour etc.?

How will I be assessed?
The AS course is assessed with two external examinations at the end of Year
1. There is a 1 ½ hour exam assessing research methods (Unit 1) and a 1 ½
hour assessing knowledge of the themes covered through the core studies
(Unit 2). This paper requires an understanding of how to relate the psychology
you have learned to real world situations and events with reference to a media
source (e.g. newspaper article). The A-Level course is assessed by three 2
hour external examinations at the end of the two year course (Unit 1: Research
methods; Unit 2: Psychological themes through core studies; and Unit 3:
Applied Psychology).

What skills and special qualifications do I need?
You will need to have strong literacy and numeracy skills (be able to express
yourself well in both the spoken and written word) and be aware of the
requirement to work with statistics. You will need to have good analytical
skills in order to interpret and evaluate the psychological case studies you
will learn about. We would encourage students considering taking
Psychology A-level to take the Core Maths course, as this will support the
work they undertake in Geology.

What can I do next?
Studying Psychology can lead to a number of specific careers, ranging from
Clinical Psychology (working with people with mental health problems) to
Forensic Psychology (applying research to crime). There are also many other
careers and jobs that a knowledge of Psychology would be useful for, such
as Social Work, Marketing and Teaching. Many opportunities in research are
also available.
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Why take this course?
Religious Studies is a popular course which addresses the ethics of
contemporary issues, such as stem cell research and assisted suicide. You
will engage with some of the greatest philosophical minds and ideas as you
grapple with such questions as ‘What is the right thing to do?’ or ‘Can
human beings flourish?’ You will become an enlightened thinker able to
contribute to the ethical debates of the current climate.

What will I study?
The AS Religious Studies course covers issues including the nature and
sanctity of life considered alongside the ethical approaches of utilitarianism and
situation ethics. The course then focuses upon religion in contemporary society
and examines issues such as secularisation, new religious movements, animal
rights and the psychology of religion.  At A2 Religious Studies, you will explore
Kantian ethics and Aristotle’s virtue ethics and complete a rigorous
investigation into the nature and meaning of religious experiences, as an
encounter with the Divine throughout history and in today’s world.

How will I be assessed?
At AS, there are two written exams taken in May. Each unit is worth 50% of the
AS and 25% of A-Level in total. Four topics are identified for study in each unit
and there will be one question based on each topic. Candidates must answer
two questions which are essay based. At A2, students will sit two exams in
June.

What skills and special qualifications do I need?
This subject requires strong academic discipline, whereby knowledge,
understanding and written skills are developed alongside an enquiring,
critical and reflective approach. There will be opportunity to engage in
discussions and students will be encouraged to view issues from all
perspectives. Learners will engage in group work, research projects and
class presentations in addition to completing written essays on a regular
basis. GCSE Religious Studies (either full or short course) is not essential
but it is helpful and a good grasp and understanding of essay technique is
required, alongside an open and enquiring mind.

What can I do next?
Students who study religious studies go on to pursue a variety of careers
including teaching, social work, public services, caring professions and jobs
within the private sector.

AS/A2
RELIGIOUS STUDIES

Why take this course?
Sociology is the scientific study of people in society. It is a social science
which uses various methods of empirical investigation to try to explain why
different people behave in different ways and how our lives are shaped by
factors such as our social class (wealth), gender and ethnicity.
Sociology is an academic and challenging subject. Sociology students are
expected to try to think critically and to make their own judgements based
on sociological evidence rather than common-sense opinions, assumptions
and stereotypes.
Our students frequently tell us that Sociology is one of their hardest subjects
because of its complex theoretical subject matter and the emphasis on
essay based writing, and also the additional amount of independent reading
and study needed to succeed. However, students also tell us that studying
Sociology is thought-provoking and enjoyable. If you are seriously thinking
about Sociology, please bear these points in mind before committing
yourself.

What will I study?
At AS and A-Level you will study Socialisation and Culture; Youth Cultures;
Education; and Methods of Sociological Enquiry. For A-Level, you will also
study Power and Stratification; and Crime and Deviance. Each topic is
underpinned with sociological perspectives based on the work of key theorists.
Some of the issues we look at include: What is culture? Why do working class
pupils get worse results than middle class pupils? Why do males commit more
crime than females? How do sociologists conduct research?

How will I be assessed?
At AS, you will sit two written exams at the end of Year 1 in May. At A2, you will
sit three written exams at the end of two years in May and June. Your progress
will be rigorously monitored through a range of written assessments, tests and
progress reviews.

What skills and special qualifications do I need?
Sociology in not a commonsense based subject and therefore it is essential
that you are able to construct logical and critical arguments and articulate
them effectively in class discussions and written assessments. A very good
command of English is crucial.

What can I do next?
Sociology provides a strong intellectual background for students considering
careers in the police, probation service, journalism, anthropology, social
work, teaching, law and any other career where you will have to deal with
people from different social backgrounds. Sociology combines well with
many subjects like English, Law, Politics, Media Studies, Health and Social
Care, History and Business Studies.

AS/A2
SOCIOLOGY
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religious studies is an active area within the college which hosts

an annual rs & philosophy conference trip to Manchester to

engage with the esteemed Dr. peter Vardy.  We also regularly

encourage outside speakers to come to speak to our A2 students

often to share their experiences and to bring religion to life. this

year, we have taken students to the cinema to learn more about

scientology!

Priestley ExTRA

sociology students will have the opportunity to visit Malaga in

spain, which is linked to the family, religion and culture topics; the

Magistrates’ courts in Warrington and also attend sociological

related conferences in Manchester and Liverpool.

HuMANItIes
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Why take this course?
Computer Science is concerned with how computers systems work and
how they are designed and programmed.  A-level Computer Science
encourages resourcefulness and creativeness and students are expected to
apply these principals to real world computer systems.  It prepares students
to have an understanding of the digital world which surrounds them so that
they can get the best from the systems they use whilst understanding the
technical and ethical challenges of modern life.

What will I study?
As part of the AS course you will complete two units. The first unit ‘Computing
principles’  covers the processor, software development , programming,
exchanging data, data structures and legislation.  The second unit covers
‘Algorithms and problem solving’ which investigates computational thinking,
problem solving and algorithms.

How will I be assessed?
Each of the two components in the AS are assessed by written examination.
In A2 there are three components, two are assessed by written examination
and one is an internally assessed programming project.

What skills and special qualifications do I need?
You need to be able to think and approach problems in a logical and
systematic way. You also need to be methodical when testing solutions to
problems. Students who also have a creative and innovative approach to
developing solutions tend to produce both interesting and visually attractive
end products.
You need to have a Grade C or above in GCSE Maths and a minimum
average GCSE pass of Grade C.

What can I do next?
Many Computing students go on to study Computer Science or similar
subjects at University. A successful Computing student will have
demonstrated a broad range of transferable skills that would be considered
valuable within the workplace.

AS/A2
COMPUTING

3
LEVEL

3
LEVEL
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the curriculum Area organises lots of extra activities for students

including trips and visits to local industries and universities. You will

be able to take part in enrichment activities such as cipher club,

Informatics olympiad, raspberry pi club and coding competitions.

We also organise a range of presentations including Data

protection Legislation and the History of coding breaking at

Bletchley park.

HuMANItIes

Why take this course?
World Development provides increased awareness of the wider world.
During the course you will have the opportunity to explore contemporary
issues and formulate your own opinions. Both the AS and A2 courses are
widely accepted by Universities and frequently complement students’ career
aspirations.

What will I study?
There are two key topics:-
Sustainable Development - How can the needs of today’s population be met
without putting at risk future generations?
Poverty and Inequality - The study of the characteristics, causes and solutions
to poverty and discrimination in both the UK and globally.
Throughout the course examples from both the UK and the wider world will be
used. The largest slum in Africa, Kibera in Nairobi, may be contrasted with the
homeless of London. Recycling in Warrington, Windfarms along the North
Wales Coast, Game Parks in Africa or China’s One Child Policy will be evaluated
as forms of sustainable development.

How will I be assessed?
Coursework makes up 30% of your AS and A2 award. At AS your coursework
involves analysing three media articles based on sustainable development and
one short research essay on poverty and discrimination. There is just one
written examination that is two hours long which is a mix of short questions
and case studies.

What skills and special qualifications do I need?
An interest in and an awareness of the World around you is an obvious
starting point. In addition, the breadth of knowledge gained from your other
subjects and your own experiences or travel will be an invaluable source of
information to support the core study topics. With this underpinning
background you will, through class discussions, presentations and research,
develop your own justified opinions on contemporary issues. Students will,
however, find that confidence in the use of English a great advantage.

What can I do next?
World Development provides students with an excellent background to
working with aid organisations and charities. Students studying Politics,
Sociology, Geography or International Relations have also found great
benefits from the specific course content. However the majority of students
have used the wider understanding of the World and its issues as great
support in interviews and University applications.

AS/A2
WORLD DEVELOPMENT

Priestley ExTRA

Many students use the extensive opportunities of international visits

available at priestley to widen their experiences and awareness of

other cultures and development.

INForMAtIoN
tecHNoLoGY
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Why take this course?
ICT is widely used in all aspects of modern day living, whether this is in
business, government, education, leisure or the home. In this increasingly
technological age studying how technology can be used in the solution of a
variety of problems is very worthwhile. ICT demands both a logical
approach and a creative imagination. All students are encouraged to have an
awareness of the management and organisation of systems. You will
investigate the effects of ICT applications on society and individuals.

What will I study?
In the first year you will study two units, one a written examination where you
will acquire knowledge and understanding of information systems. Part of the
exam will assess your understanding of a spreadsheet completed in class prior
to the examination. Unit 2 is an internally assessed piece of coursework on
presenting information. This covers DTP and multimedia activities.
In the second year a further two units are studied – a written examination that
focuses on the use and impact of ICT, and coursework which is an extensive
relational database project.

How will I be assessed?
You must complete two units in order to gain an AS qualification. This will
contribute 50% of the total A-Level. The externally set examination is worth
60% and the internally marked coursework 40%. The A2 units follow the same
structure with all coursework being externally moderated.

What skills and special qualifications do I need?
You will undertake both theoretical and practical based activities. This will
include instruction and demonstration using a range of equipment and
commercial software. You will need to be able to work independently and in
small group activities. An essential requirement is an interest in the
application of Information Technology and a willingness to complete private
study. You should have some existing ability in ICT and preferably have
achieved at least a GCSE grade C in Maths and English.

What can I do next?
A2 ICT is a valuable A-Level to have to contribute towards University
applications for a variety of courses, as well as specialist ICT and Computing
courses.  Alternatively, it is a good A-Level to have on your CV when looking
for employment as ICT is now used in all walks of life.

AS/A2
INFORMATION &
COMMUNICATION
TECHNOLOGY

Why take this course?
If you have a keen interest in computers, in how they work and what they
are used for, then BTEC Level 3 IT is the right course for you. You can take
this qualification studying a varying number of units, either 3 – BTEC
Certificate, 6 – BTEC Subsidiary Diploma, 12 – BTEC Diploma or 18 – BTEC
Extended Diploma. If you know you want to work in the IT industry but your
career plans are a little uncertain BTEC Level 3 IT is a nationally-recognised
qualification, which goes well with many degrees and careers.

What will I study?
The course covers a range of IT and computing skills. All students will study
Communication and Employability Skills for IT and Computer Systems. Other
units studied include; Maintaining Computer Systems, Digital Graphics,
Computer Animation, Event Driven Programming, Communication
Technologies, Website Production, Computer Systems Architecture, Database
Design, Client Side Customisation of Web Pages, Controlling Systems Using IT
and Developing Computer Games.

How will I be assessed?
There are no exams. All work is internally marked and then moderated by
BTEC. Assignments are criteria based and when sufficient criteria have been
achieved, a Pass, Merit or Distinction can be awarded for the unit. The unit
grades are then added up and an overall course grade awarded. All units must
be passed.

What skills and special qualifications do I need?
You need to have an interest in computers as the course will form the major
part of your timetable. No prior knowledge is assumed but a desire to learn
and absorb new information is a great advantage. You will learn and develop
a variety of skills such as programming, web design, graphics, animation,
team work and practical computer maintenance. A minimum GCSE grade D
in Maths and English is required together with an ability or interest in ICT.

What can I do next?
Many IT students go on to study IT, Computing or similar subjects in Higher
Education. Alternatively this qualification will equip you with a broad range of
technical skills which are suitable for employment. This course enables
students to feel confident and have in depth experience with a wide and
varied range of technological solutions.

BTEC LEVEL 3
INFORMATION &
COMMUNICATION
TECHNOLOGY
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You will be able to take part in activities organised by the college

computer club. the curriculum Area organises lots of extra

activities for students including trips and visits to local industries

and universities. You will be able to take part in enrichment

activities such as Flash Animation techniques, Google sketchup

methods and events organised by the university of salford.

Priestley ExTRA

the curriculum Area organises lots of extra activities for students

including trips and visits to local industries and universities. You will

be able to take part in national competitions such as Apps for Good

and the British Informatics olympiad as well as events organised by

the university of salford and queen Mary university of London. You

will be able to take part in other enrichment activities such as

raspberry pi and the cypher club.

See page 23 for vocational qualifications key.
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Why take this course?
This course is for you if you are passionate about contemporary dance and
you would like to develop your knowledge and skills in this genre, preparing
you for further study within higher education. It is ideal for those who would
enjoy developing skills in dance performance, choreography and dance
appreciation and for those who enjoy working independently, exploring their
creativity. This course is also suited to those who attend dance classes on a
weekly basis and want to continue developing their technical skills with a
view to having a career in dance.

What will I study?
During AS Dance you will study two units. Unit 1 enables you to learn about the
dancer as a performer, developing your knowledge and understanding of
anatomy, safe practice, the process and craft of choreography and the analysis
of professional works. During Unit 2 you will develop your choreographic and
performance skills through solo and duet/trio practical tasks. At A2 you will
study a further two units. Unit 3 develops your theoretical understanding of
dance through the in-depth research and analysis of a professional set work
and an ‘Area of Study’. Unit 4 enables you to continue developing your practical
and choreographic skills through a group choreography task and solo
performance in the style of a professional practitioner.

How will I be assessed?
AS – 60% Practical (solo choreography and performance and duet/trio
performance) and 40% written exam at the end of the academic year.
This year carries forward and contributes towards 50% of your A2 grade.
A2 – 25% Written paper comprising of two essay questions and 25% practical
examination (group choreography and solo performance).

What skills and special qualifications do I need?
Your dance skills and choreographic skills must be sufficient in order to be
able to participate in an intermediate dance technique class. You should be
able to respond to a range of choreographic stimuli, producing interesting
and suitable movement vocabulary. You must have dance experience,
preferably in the contemporary or ballet genre. It is expected that you will
continue to attend dance classes on a weekly basis outside of College to
further develop your technique skills. You will also be invited to complete an
audition prior to enrolment.

What can I do next?
A-Level Dance prepares its students for higher education. The course is
academic as well as practical and therefore is best suited to those students
who wish to pursue a career in Dance through taking the next step to study
at University.

AS/A2
DANCE

Why take this course?
This exciting course is aimed at experienced and talented dramatists. You
must be interested in all aspects of theatre, including acting and directing. It
is designed for those who wish to explore different styles of theatre
practitioners and who have the ability to study and develop an in-depth
knowledge of set texts. Independent, regular visits to see different styles of
theatre are a must throughout the course.

What will I study?
You will study four different play texts during the AS course, one of which will
be performed to an audience. Another will culminate in the performance of a
monologue or duologue, which will be externally examined. Written coursework
is worth 25% of the AS course, including analysis of plays and theatre
evaluations. In A-Level you will devise your own piece of theatre based on a
given stimulus, using your knowledge of different practitioners. Across the year
your written work will account for 80% of your assessment and will include
coursework and explorations of the history of theatre, through studying and
practically exploring a text in preparation for the final written exam.

How will I be assessed?
As part of the AS year you will be assessed practically and by the submission
of written coursework. You will practically explore two contrasting plays using
different practitioners (18%) and provide a written analysis in the 3,000-word
coursework (14%). You will also submit a 1,000-word theatre evaluation on a
play that you have seen (11%). The second unit is performance based with
you participating as an actor in a group performance of a chosen play and
either a monologue or a duologue (57%). In the A2 the first unit is
performance based. You will be assessed on your rehearsal process as well
as the final performance (20%). You will also submit supporting written
coursework that discusses the process you have been through (20%). The
second unit is the written exam based on a set text and how theatre has
developed throughout history (60%).

What skills and special qualifications do I need?
To get the most out of your time on the course, you must be extremely
committed and focused. You must have excellent time management and
have the ability to study independently. Full attendance and participation is
essential. You must also have the ability to evaluate live performance. It is
recommended that you have experience of performing, as acceptance on
the course is subject to an audition. A grade C in English and Drama or
extensive relevant experience is required in order to excel on this course.

What can I do next?
Many students go on to study Drama or Acting at a University or Theatre
School. Drama is a very flexible qualification and enables you to develop
skills that are crucial to industry or higher education. Previous students have
gone on to study at places such as Guildford Theatre School, Trinity Laban
and East 15, while others have gone into law, nursing, social work,
education, art, science, sport and a variety of other fields.

AS/A2
DRAMA

3
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oxygen Dance company is the college’s contemporary dance
company which consists of a group of talented, dedicated and
passionate dancers who strive to create interesting and original
works from a variety of different stimuli, whilst also continuing to
develop their technical skills. the process and exploration of
choreographing is an extremely important part of the company, as is
the opportunity to showcase dance works and perform to live
audiences. Application is through audition and is open to anyone in
priestley college.

Priestley ExTRA

the demand on your time outside of lessons will be high. You will
have between two and four hours extra rehearsals each week during
the performance exam period and these are compulsory.
You will take part in public performances of your exam work and you
will be expected to attend theatre visits. Independent, regular visits
to see different styles of theatre are a must throughout the course.
You will also have the opportunity to participate in workshops run by
industry professionals, go on residential trips and join one of the
many enrichment performance groups.
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Why take this course?
Are you nuts about Inception? Were you an avid reader of Pulp Fiction? Did
you get lost in the Twilight films?  If so, then you should enjoy this course,
which is designed to deepen your understanding, appreciation and
enjoyment of film.

What will I study?
Throughout this course you will study Cinema as a medium, as an art form and
as a social and economic institution. You will also engage with a wide range of
different kinds of films developing your skills of observation, critical analysis
and personal reflection. During the first year you will concentrate on various
basic aspects of film criticism and analysis. In the second year you will have
the opportunity to concentrate in more detail on particular areas, such as film
styles and movements, while broadening the knowledge and skills acquired in
the first year. You will study films from Hollywood, Britain and the rest of the
world, concentrating on the language and technologies used to create films, the
institutions which produce and distribute films, and the audiences which
consume films.  Films studied in detail last year included: Halloween, A Hard
Day’s Night, Natural Born Killers, Y Tu Mama Tambien, and Vertigo.

How will I be assessed?
40% coursework, 60% examination. The course is quite academic and has
only a limited practical component, whereby you have the opportunity to make
a short film in the second year of the course. As part of the AS qualification
you will create a photographic storyboard which will contribute to your
assessed coursework.

What skills and special qualifications do I need?
Film Studies students should have a passion for film form and the cinematic
experience.  A grade C or above in English GCSE is desirable, though not
essential. Film Studies involves a good deal of essay writing, so a
willingness to write essays is a must.

What can I do next?
The course allows progression to University courses in Film and Media and
also develops a range of transferable critical, analytical and research skills
which you will be able to use effectively in future employment.

AS/A2
FILM STUDIES

Why take this course?
Listening to music, watching television, browsing the internet, receiving
texts on your mobile phone – wherever you go and whatever you do, you
can’t escape the media.  Media industries are amongst the biggest in the
world and are most people’s source of entertainment and information.
Media Studies has become one of the fastest growing subjects in recent
years.  If you have a strong curiosity about all aspects of media, then this is
the course for you.

What will I study?
In the first term of your AS course, you will use state-of-the-art equipment to
research, plan and produce pages of a new music magazine. In the second
term, you will engage in two studies of the media: one focusing on how to
analyse the meaning in media texts (television dramas); another focusing on
the relationship between media institutions and media audiences in relation to
the radio industry. The A2 course builds on and extends the knowledge and
understanding you will have gained during your first year. As part of your A2
coursework you will work in a small group to produce an extract from a
television documentary. Then in your exam you will reflect on your coursework,
justifying decisions you made and demonstrate your understanding of media
concepts. You will also study past and present media texts, industries,
audiences and debates.

How will I be assessed?
The course is evenly split – 50% exam, 50% coursework each year.

What skills and special qualifications do I need?
As a student of Media you will work as part of a small group, as well as
being able to work independently. You will also be expected to work to strict
deadlines, which is the case in any media industry.

What can I do next?
There are numerous degrees to choose from in all aspects of the media.
However, if you decide not to pursue the subject to degree level, the course
is excellent preparation for other degrees, in terms of methods of study and
learning used throughout the course. Both will be of benefit to you
whichever course you choose to follow. There are also countless
opportunities in many industries where skills you develop will be greatly
appreciated.

AS/A2
MEDIA STUDIES
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to develop your appreciation of film, visits to the cinema will be

organised. Visits in the past have included 3D screenings along with

a screening at London’s BFI IMAx. Film students will also have the

opportunity to take a trip to New York.

Priestley ExTRA

Many of our Media students choose to be involved in the college

radio station – radio Wave – creating weekly shows. students have

also attended workshops in London with the BBFc and the BBc.

Media students will also have the opportunity to take a residential

visit to New York.



www.priestley.ac.uk   01925 41541548

Why take this course?
This is a two year course, equivalent to two A-levels, that provides a
challenging and detailed introduction to a range of different media and media
production practices.  If you have a strong interest in making media
products such as films, magazines, television or radio programmes and you
are seriously interested in pursuing this interest into a career in the media,
then this is likely to be the course for you.

What will I study?
During the two years you will study 12 units which will provide you with a wide
range of experience in media production.   Units will include work in Print,
Photography, Film, Television and Radio.  You will also study a unit on how to
prepare for a career in the media industry.

How will I be assessed?
For each unit you will produce a range of materials which demonstrate your
learning and skills in a particular medium.   You will present these materials in
a portfolio of work which will be assessed at the end of the unit.  There are no
written exams on this course.

What skills and special qualifications do I need?
To enrol on the course, you would normally require a minimum of five
GCSEs at grade C or above.  You will learn a wide range of technical skills,
working with digital video and stills cameras, using radio equipment,
Photoshop, and video editing software.  At the same time you will develop
other more general skills to do with research, planning, personal
organisation, and working in teams.   A good deal of the work you do will
involve making media products for real clients, so you will develop your
ability to work in “real-world” situations, not just within the classroom.

What can I do next?
Following successful completion of the course you may progress on to a
Higher Education course in any area of media production, or you may
choose to seek entry-level employment using the skills you have learned.

OCR LEVEL 3
MEDIA STUDIES

Why take this course?
This subject is suitable for experienced performers who have a high level of
musical theory knowledge. This course will allow you to develop your
knowledge and understanding of many different styles of music and the
music theory underpinning each style, through in-depth study and analysis.

What will I study?
Within the performance module you will develop your instrumental technique
and the ability to interpret the performance details of your chosen pieces.
During composition, listening and analysis sessions, you will develop aural
perception and stylistic awareness skills, as well as an understanding of the
different elements of music eg. structure, instrumentation, harmony, rhythm
and melody.

How will I be assessed?
You will undertake an assessed performance every half term, culminating in a
five to six-minute recital at the end of the year (30%). Composition is assessed
during a 15-hour exam spread over several weeks, where you will create three
minutes of music in response to one of four briefs (30%). Finally, there is an
exam (40%), consisting of three sections: Section A is listening skills based on
a question about set works studied, Section B is essay titles relating to the set
works and Section C is a musical analysis using a score and SATB
completion.

What skills and special qualifications do I need?
Performance, composition and analysis are of the highest importance. It is
expected you will already have a high level of music theory knowledge, be
able to read staff notation fluently and have experience both studying and
performing music. You will be required to complete an audition and an
advanced theory test prior to enrolment. GCSE music is not required for this
course, but you will need a solid grounding in music theory and
performance (AS music requires grade 5 standard and above).

What can I do next?
The course would be ideal preparation for a classical music degree either at
University or at a specialist music school such as the RNCM. Career options
in music include; Performer, Composer, Musical Director, Teacher and Music
Critic.

AS/A2
MUSIC

3
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students will have the opportunity to work on the college radio

station, radio Wave.  In addition, there will be a range of

extracurricular activities for students to be involved in throughout

the year.

Priestley ExTRA

You will also be encouraged to take part in subject-related

enrichment activities such as recording workshops, ensemble

performances, concert trips, guest speakers from the music industry

and the college productions. Additionally, you will have the

opportunity to attend regular theatre visits, professional workshops

and residential trips throughout the year.

D EDID

FRANCES GILBERT
A-Level Media, Film &
Btec Media tutor

“I really loved learning

about Film and Media

production and theory. I

wanted to pass that love

onto other people”
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Why take this course?
This vocational subject is aimed at experienced and talented musicians who
wish to further their theory and practical skills whilst learning more about the
music industry. If you have a passion for performing and learning about a
wide range of popular music styles including Rock ‘n’ Roll, Britpop,
Motown/Soul, Rock, Reggae, Funk and Folk, as well as composing your own
music and learning how the industry works, this course will be right up your
street.

What will I study?
This course aims to help you develop your skills in all areas of music, with a
strong focus on both performance and theoretical aspects of the subject. You
will take part in individual instrumental lessons and regular group rehearsals
which will culminate in numerous live performances throughout the academic
year. You will also study music theory, composition, the history of popular
music and sound recording. During the course you will also take on additional
roles including marketing and production management.

How will I be assessed?
As this is a vocational course it will be assessed entirely through coursework.
Each and every piece of work you do will contribute to your final grade. Each
unit studied will be broken down into specific criteria which will be assessed in
a variety of ways including performances, tutor reports of your contributions
in lessons, presentations, podcasts, blogs and written coursework. It is
important to note that although there are no written exams, your written work
will be an essential part of your course and strict deadlines will be set for
handing in these assignments.

What skills and special qualifications do I need?
Due to the nature of this course, you will need to be an accomplished
performer and should be at least grade 5 standard or equivalent on your
chosen instrument. You do not need to have any other formal music
qualifications. It is a requirement that you complete an audition and basic
theory test prior to enrolment.

What can I do next?
Students who study BTEC Music have in the past gone on to study Music
Performance, Music Technology and Music Production at University. Other
avenues could include Media and Broadcasting, Business, Marketing and
Management. The many possible employment opportunities include working
as a performer, producer or technician, or as a journalist.

BTEC LEVEL 3
MUSIC

Why take this course?
This course focuses on the role of the Sound Engineer/Music Producer in
the modern music industry. You will explore various roles in the recording
studio and in the Music Tech labs using individual workstations to sequence,
arrange, mix and compose.

What will I study?
You will learn how to use Cubase software to realise musical scores and to
compose and arrange your own material. During your timed and supervised
coursework portfolio submissions you will explore midi controllers, samplers,
synthesis, sound manipulation and audio mixing techniques. You will also learn
the principles of multitrack recording and sound capture using a variety of
microphone techniques. Please note that opportunities to perform live on your
own instrument are limited on this course – remember the focus is upon the
role of the Sound Engineer and Studio Composer/Arranger.

How will I be assessed?
70% Practical Coursework. 30% Listening Exam. In the first year, for
assessment you will produce a sequenced piece based on a skeleton score, a
multi-track recording for which you will collaborate with BTEC Music students
and a sequenced arrangement which can be thought of as similar to a ‘remix’.
For this task you will be asked to recreate a set piece of music in a chosen
style. For example, in the past, students have been given the brief of arranging
‘Sweet Child o’ Mine’ by Guns ‘n’ Roses in either a Synth Pop or Reggae style.

What skills and special qualifications do I need?
It is essential to have a strong foundation in Music Theory (to at least Grade
2 ABRSM) for this course as at least two coursework briefs in the first year
will require you to read and interpret a musical score, before inputting core
data into the computer. It is usual to have studied Music at GCSE level and
you should have a good knowledge of music theory (score notation).
Piano/keyboard skills are also beneficial as you will be required to enter
short musical passages into the computer using a piano-style keyboard
controller.

What can I do next?
On completion of this course, many students choose to progress to the wide
range of specialist music technology and recording courses that are
available across the country.

AS/A2
MUSIC TECHNOLOGY
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enrichment opportunities include additional music theory classes,

Jazz club, ‘Breathe’ the college choir, and playing in the band for in-

house theatre productions. Additionally, you will have the

opportunity to attend regular visits, workshops and trips throughout

the year.

Priestley ExTRA

You will also have the opportunity to attend regular visits, workshops

and residential trips offered throughout the year. priestley have close

links with the world famous rockfield recording studios where

artists such as queen, the Manic street preachers, the stone roses

and paulo Nutini have all recorded. A group of Music tech students

from priestley recently attended a residential recording master-class

at rockfield for three days to learn recording techniques in state-of-

the-art facilities.

See page 23 for vocational qualifications key.
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Why take this course?
This vocational course is mainly practical and focuses on building your
confidence, performance skills and technique in dance. It is aimed at
students who are dedicated and passionate dancers who already have some
training or experience in this field and wish to be pushed to be the best they
can be. The course will take up one block on your timetable and is worth the
equivalent of an AS after one year and a full A-level after your second year.
BTEC Dance at Priestley is designed to also complement the study of AS
level Dance and it is expected that many students will also study AS Dance
which focuses equally on the theoretical and performance aspects of dance.

What will I study?
In the first year you will study a compulsory unit called ‘Dance Performance’
where you will develop the necessary dance skills to perform in at least two
contrasting genres of dance. You will then move on to studying ‘Physical
Theatre’, expanding your practical knowledge and skills and versatility as a
dancer. Eventually you will work on producing a ‘Site-Specific’ performance
piece at the end of the year which will enable you to develop your
choreographic skills. In the second year of your course you will study three
more units.

How will I be assessed?
You are assessed every half term in order to ensure progress and receive
formal feedback on your technique and performance skills. This ensures
maximum performance experience and builds students’ confidence as
performers. All of the units have written assignments to accompany practical
work.

What skills and special qualifications do I need?
Due to the specialist nature of this course you are required to audition prior
to enrolment. During this audition process we are looking to see if you have
any experience in dance performance; your level of professionalism; focus;
dedication and commitment. For the audition you will be required to take
part in a practical group dance workshop.

What can I do next?
Most of our students go on to further training in dance, either in a University
or Specialist Performing Arts Theatre School. You are guided through this
application and audition process by experienced tutors. However, students in
the past have also progressed to University courses as diverse as Midwifery
and Classical Literature.

BTEC LEVEL 3
PERFORMING ARTS
DANCE

Why take this course?
If further training or a career in the Performing Arts is what you aspire to,
then this exhilarating course is for you. It is a mainly practical course that
focuses on building your confidence, performance skills and technique in
acting, dancing and singing. It is aimed at dedicated and passionate
performers who already have some training or experience in the performing
arts and wish to be pushed to be the best they can be in a professional and
rewarding environment.

What will I study?
You will study techniques in acting, dancing and singing through practical
classes and rehearsals. Each discipline is first explored separately and units
include; Singing Skills for Actors and Dancers, Principles of Acting and Jazz
Dance. Following this you will combine the skills and techniques learnt in a
series of performances.  (See our website for photos of previous
performances).

How will I be assessed?
You are assessed every six weeks in order to ensure progress and receive
formal feedback. These assessments will be a culmination of what you have
been studying in each discipline and will be performed in a professional
setting. This ensures maximum performance experience and builds students’
confidence as performers. Some of the units have written assignments to
accompany practical work.

What skills and special qualifications do I need?
Due to the specialist nature of this course you are required to audition prior
to enrolment. During this audition process we are looking to see if you have
any experience in the performing arts; your level of professionalism; focus;
dedication and commitment to all the disciplines; and potential in areas of
the course in which you may be less experienced. For the audition you will
be required to take part in a musical theatre dance class as a group, then
perform a monologue and solo musical theatre song. This is not something
to be worried about and just an opportunity for you to show us what you
can do.

What can I do next?
Most of our students go on to further training in the performing arts, either
in a University or Specialist Performing Arts Theatre School. You are guided
through this application and audition process by experienced tutors.

BTEC LEVEL 3
PERFORMING ARTS
MUSICAL THEATRE

3
LEVEL

3
LEVEL

perForMING Arts & MeDIA

Priestley ExTRA

All performing Arts students are required to present their work for

assessments during evening performances at priestley. We also

encourage the students to take part in our performing Arts

enrichment companies as well as attend regular theatre visits, take

part in any professional workshops and residential trips provided by

the area.

Priestley ExTRA

All performing Arts students are required to present their work for

assessments during evening performances at priestley. We also

encourage the students to take part in our performing Arts

enrichment companies as well as attend regular theatre visits, take

part in any professional workshops and residential trips provided by

the area.
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Why take this course?
Production Arts brings performance to life. This course is specifically
designed for technical and creative students who have an interest in different
design elements such as lighting, sound, set design, costume and make up.
Production Arts is a mix of practical classes with some theory, and suits
students who are willing and eager to get hands on with performance
projects and events as a member of a production team.

What will I study?
The course includes a wide range of units so that you gain an understanding of
the many different elements that support both internal and external projects.
These include core units that focus on practical exploration from the more
technical such as Stage Lighting Operations, to craft and building units like
Model Box Making and Set Design.

How will I be assessed?
The assessment is a combination of in-class practical assessments, written
and design-based portfolio work and larger scale assessments where
students are assessed on their practical and organisational input into live
performances, including full-scale musical theatre shows, external events
management and numerous other productions including Fashion Shows and
Music Gigs.

What skills and special qualifications do I need?
There are no set qualifications required to take this course other than the
College’s entry criteria. However, an interest in theatre and design is
essential as well as a willingness to put in extra time after College and
outside of lessons to accommodate some of your assessments.

What can I do next?
Studying Production Arts is a stepping-stone towards further study of live
events or design based courses at specialist universities. Many of our
students have continued along this road taking higher education courses in
stage management, theatre technology, theatre or film production and events
management. Students have also been able to step straight into employment
after leaving College, working for companies or on events, making use of
their production experience.

BTEC LEVEL 3
PRODUCTION ARTS

Why take this course?
There is continuing demand from employers of all sizes for staff who have
accounting knowledge. Not just as accountants but as managers.
Accounting is not just about number crunching but also making effective
decisions on the basis of the information available. Taking decisions is the
most valuable business skill and the reason why so many accountants are
at the top. If you are interested in a career in management and accounting
then AS accounts provides you with the key principles in financial decision-
making.

What will I study?
The AS course covers the basic principles of accounting and book-keeping.
You will be able to produce accounts that show the profit made by business
organisations and interpret the data. In A2 you will also learn to use
management accounting techniques to make management decisions and
develop your first year skills to produce company accounts.

How will I be assessed?
You will study two modules on the AS course (year 1). A one-hour exam
called Accounting Principles a two-hour exam in Accounting Applications both
taken in May. In the A2 you will study a further two modules – Management
Accounting two-hour exam and Company Accounts 90-minute exam – both
examined in June.

What skills and special qualifications do I need?
You must enjoy solving problems and learning new skills. You do not need to
be fantastic at maths but you do need a grade C or above at GCSE. Many
leading accounting firms insist on applicants having GCSE English and
Maths at grade B or above.

What can I do next?
Traditionally students have progressed to studying accounting or business at
university and then secured a training place with an employer. Recently there
has been a trend for major firms to recruit students with suitable A-Levels
directly to trainee accountant programmes. These combine work experience
and on-the-job training with regular tuition at specialist colleges. Many offer
the opportunity to additionally acquire a degree as well as an accountancy
qualification. Recent students have progressed to accounting careers with all
of the big accounting firms and local employers.

AS/A2
ACCOUNTS

3
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By taking production Arts, you become a member of the production

team at priestley college and will be expected to support the

numerous events that take place both in college and at numerous

venues across the North West. this includes out-of-hours rehearsals

and giving up your free time to support and prepare for

performances and events. there will be multiple opportunities to

attend the numerous theatre visits and excursions that we run

throughout the academic year.

Priestley ExTRA

Accounting students can attend various trips including a visit to

parliament. You also have talks by professional accounting bodies

like cIMA, AccA and IcAeW. Here you meet accountants and find

out about different careers. the college has excellent links with

major employers who conduct presentations on campus.

Accountancy students also take part in the IcAeW accounting

challenge in Liverpool. the college also has close links with Bpp in

Manchester and students have the opportunity in the second year to

study and take one AAt module with Bpp.

See page 23 for vocational qualifications key.
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AS/A2
BUSINESS

Why take this course?
Are you aware of how much you already know about how businesses
operate? You may watch programmes such as The Apprentice or Dragons’
Den and make judgments about the marketing skill, pitches and abilities that
the candidates have. You may already have your own views about what
makes Jose Mourinho a good football manager or may have been impressed
by Gordon Ramsey’s ability to save failing restaurants. This course will
enable you to build on this knowledge and examine for yourself how real
businesses operate and react to changes in the environment.

What will I study?
You will study a range of business subjects including; an Introduction to
Business, Finance and Accounts, Marketing, Human Resources, Team
Working, How to Run a Small Business and many more.

How will I be assessed?
Over the two years you will study 12 units on the Diploma course and 18 units
on the Extended Diploma course, all of which are 100% coursework based.
There are no exams on this course. You will enjoy traditional lessons, spend
time working on coursework and problem solve either independently or within
a group.

What skills and special qualifications do I need?
This course is 100% coursework and involves research, independent
thinking and teamwork. You do not need any specific qualifications to join
this course, just an interest in Business and a willingness to get involved in
all aspects of the programme.

What can I do next?
There are lots of opportunities available on completion of the BTEC Level 3
Diploma, either in employment or at university. These include Retail,
Marketing, Human Resources, Management, Financial Management or
starting your own business.

BTEC LEVEL 3
BUSINESS

3
LEVEL

3
LEVEL

proFessIoNAL stuDIes

Priestley ExTRA

A-Level Business students participate in a range of business trips
and talks such as JLr, the Morgan car company, the National
coalmine Museum and the Bank of england. students continue to
develop their exam skills by participating in revision conferences
and enhance their decision making skills through university
business simulations. students are given opportunities to
demonstrate their innovation, leadership and teambuilding skills
through peter Jones’ Business tycoon in schools, Deloitte Micro-
tyco challenge, citrus saturday and the tenner competition.

Why take this course?
Business is front-page news. The way businesses operate is increasingly
under scrutiny. The course provides an interesting and current insight into a
range of issues and business behaviour affecting organisations today. You
will develop a critical understanding of business activities on a local, national
and global scale and explore how businesses adapt and respond strategically
to the changing environment in which they operate. A-Level Business will
help you to understand the background to the business decision making
process, encouraging you to establish informed opinions and views.

What will I study?
The first year of the A-Level course is designed to be co-teachable with the AS
course, so students in any given Year 1 class may be studying for the full AS or
the first year of the A-Level qualification

Year 1 (AS)
• What is business? 
• Managers, leadership and decision making 
• Decision making to improve marketing; operational; financial and human
resources performance 

In addition students following the full A-Level course in year 2 will also study 
• Analysing the strategic position of a business 
• Choosing strategic direction 
• Strategic methods: how to pursue strategies 
• Managing strategic change 

How will I be assessed?
Year 1 (AS): There are two exam papers at the end of year 1, each 50% of the
AS, both lasting 90 minutes: Paper 1: multiple choice; short answers and data
response Paper 2: case study with questions

Full A-Level: There are three exam papers, each one 33% of the A-Level, all
lasting two hours each. Paper 1: multiple choice questions, short answer
questions and two essay questions. Paper 2: 3 data response questions 
Paper 3: 1 case study and six questions.

What skills and special qualifications do I need?
• You need GCSE English and Maths minimum grade C
• An ability to use and interpret data with some confidence 
• An interest in current affairs and engaging in regular background reading
• The ability to take part in discussion and use real business examples 
• A willingness and ability to work independently to build up a portfolio of
business case study material.

What can I do next?
Business students can progress onto a wide range of university degree
courses, apprenticeships and careers. Courses include Accounting and
Financial Management; Business and Economics; Business Management;
Marketing; Product Innovation and Development and Fashion Retailing. Careers
and further training posts have recently included AAT trainees and a selection of
apprenticeships. Other students choose this A-Level as they have a future
ambition to run their own business after they have studied degree courses.

SD ED

Priestley ExTRA

You will have the opportunity to participate in the running of your

own business and to make your own profit from this. You will study

and visit a range of businesses such as Jaguar and cadbury’s

World, and participate in visits to chester Zoo, Blackpool pleasure

Beach, Disneyland paris and London – applying what you learn

from these experiences to your coursework.
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Why take this course?
If you value your civil liberties and want to explore further the issues
surrounding life in a democratic society, this may be the course for you. The
Citizenship course focuses on rights and responsibilities, what it means to
be an active citizen, and aspects of identity, democracy, justice, power and
participation. Students studying Law, Public Services, Sociology or Politics
will find the course of particular interest and relevance. Citizenship is a
broad subject that touches on many current issues.

What will I study?
At AS you will consider questions such as what it means to be British? You will
explore immigration, stereotyping, multiculturalism, prejudice and
discrimination and rights and responsibilities. You will also carry out an active
citizenship project of your choice, by writing to MPs and getting in touch with
local councillors. At A2 there is a focus on crime such as police powers and
miscarriages of justice. There is also a focus on political issues such as the
power of the Prime Minister. You will research case studies in relation to human
rights and ethical trading e.g. Fair Trade.

How will I be assessed?
The two units at AS and A2 Level are all assessed by written examination. The
papers consist of source-based questions and short essays and last up to one
hour 30 minutes. In Unit 2 you will bring into the exam an Active Citizenship
profile that you fill in during the course.

What skills and special qualifications do I need?
You should have at least a grade C in GCSE English Language. You should
already be watching the news or reading a broadsheet newspaper regularly
and have an enthusiasm for current affairs. You must enjoy participating in
debates on a range of current issues and be able to explore arguments in
written essays. You need to be willing to contact MPs, local councillors and
community leaders about your chosen active Citizenship campaign.

What can I do next?
The Citizenship course develops a range of transferable skills such as
communication and advocacy, negotiation, planning and problem solving.
Citizenship is relevant in a wide range of careers such as teaching, social
work and the public services. Many students go on to study a range of
courses at University or into employment.

AS/A2
CITIZENSHIP

Why take this course?
Do you fancy doing something different? Are you interested in current
affairs? Do you ever wonder what all the fuss is about regarding the credit
crunch, why Cristiano Ronaldo earns more than the Prime Minister and why
food surpluses are not given to the poor? Studying Economics offers a
fascinating challenge as it allows you to consider the topical and
controversial issues of the day in a lively and analytical way. It is does not
solely revolve around wealth creation and the peaks and troughs of the
financial markets, but it also gives you the opportunity to make informed
judgements about vital real world issues such as the European Union, the
environment, poverty and the job market. If any issue involves money or
resources and how to use them, it is economics.

What will I study?
To achieve AS, you will need to complete two topics: ‘The Operations of
Markets and Market Failure’ and the ‘The National Economy in a Global
Context’. To achieve A-Level, you will need to complete two further topics:
‘Individuals, Firms, Markets and Market Failure’ and the ‘The National and
International Economy’.

How will I be assessed?
Your course will be assessed by external examinations. Exams are modular,
with two being taken in the summer of the first year to gain the AS
qualification. Three exams will be taken in the summer of the second year to
achieve the full A2 level. The exams are assessed via short questions, multiple
choice and essays based on case studies.

What skills and special qualifications do I need?
To study this course your average GCSE grades will need to be Cs and Bs or
above. You will also need to have an interest in current affairs. During the
course you will learn how to distinguish between fact and opinion. Your own
skills of judgement and analysis will also be developed. You will discover
that economists disagree and that there are groups of economists with
different views. The opportunities to debate are endless.

What can I do next?
Economists are highly sought after – they are the second most highly paid
graduates. Those who have a good understanding of the economy will find
rewarding occupations in banks and financial institutions, manufacturing and
service companies, the media, government and international organisations
such as the World Bank.

AS/A2
ECONOMICS
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When carrying out your active citizenship project you can choose

the campaign you wish to undertake. In the run up to the 2015

General election, previous students successfully ran a campaign in

tutor groups to encourage young people to vote. they also

participated in question time, in which local Mps attended college

and answered questions. students have also had the opportunity to

visit Manchester central Mosque and Manchester Jewish Museum.

Priestley ExTRA

economics students will have the opportunity to go to London and

Brussels to visit both the uK and european parliament and other

financial institutions. You will also have the chance to take part in

the Bank of england Interest rate challenge.
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CERTIFICATE & DIPLOMA
FINANCIAL STUDIES

Why take this course?
Do you want to know how to sue somebody? Do you want to know how you
can make a citizen’s arrest? Do you want to learn the difference between
murder and manslaughter? If these types of question interest you, then Law
may be one of the subjects for you. Law is a respected, dynamic A-Level
which appeals to a wide variety of students and is certainly not limited to
those who wish to pursue a legal career.

What will I study?
The AS Law course is an introduction to the English legal system. You will learn
about how our laws are made, the key people involved in our legal system and
how our legal system works. Key areas include: police powers, sentencing, the
court systems and parliamentary law making. The A2 Law course builds upon
the knowledge acquired at AS and is entirely focussed on learning the criminal
law of our country. This will be taught via the ‘case method’ as used on most
law degrees and involves students researching how the law has been shaped
by the decisions in individual legal cases. Types of crimes studied at A2 include
murder, manslaughter, theft and assault whilst defences to be studied include
intoxication, self-defence, loss of control and insanity.

How will I be assessed?
Both AS Law and A2 Law account for 50% of your final A-Level Law result
and are each assessed by two examinations per year. The exams are a mixture
of essays and problems. There is no assessed coursework.

What skills and special qualifications do I need?
The key to success is reading and researching the subject. Lessons involve
a range of activities including debates, problem solving, team-working and
mini lectures. Key requirements needed to succeed are enthusiasm, good
examination skills and a questioning mind. There are no special
qualifications needed to take this course.

What can I do next?
Many of our past students progress to University to do a degree – often in
law. Many of these progress to further law qualifications and are now
working as either solicitors or barristers. Alternatively some students aim to
progress directly into employment for agencies such as the Crown
Prosecution Service or the Environment Agency. Others progress onto legal
apprenticeships sometimes run in conjunction with a university.

AS/A2
LAW

3
LEVEL

3
LEVEL
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the course is well supported with resources and a great website

from the IFs school of Finance. students are also able to attend

study visits to the city of London and meet professionals who work

in the financial services industry and join in other enrichment

activities provided by the professional studies curriculum Area.

Why take this course?
If you are interested in a career in the Financial Services industry this course
will develop your understanding of the ‘financial market place’ as well as the
key financial decisions that you will make during your lifetime, such as the
best type of mortgage or how to budget. Financial literacy is a vital life skill
that you will need to develop if you want to achieve your objectives and
goals. You will learn about the various financial products on the market and
various financial providers including how the industry is regulated and
managed. You also develop skills of evaluation and analysis which are useful
in all subjects as well as knowledge about everything from whether Scottish
bank notes really are legal tender to the best way to invest your lottery
winnings and how to calculate your income tax.

What will I study?
In the first unit you look at why money matters in society and why it is used.
The concept of the lifecycle is introduced as well as some of the key financial
language used throughout the course. Following this you study risk and reward.
This unit looks in more detail at different financial products and services and the
organisations that supply them. The final unit focuses on making financial
judgments and requires students to put forward a good financial plan to help
solve a problem or make an important financial decision.

How will I be assessed?
All units are assessed through one multi choice exam and one written paper
based on a pre-released case study. The multi choice questions are usually
taken online with the results available the next day. The written paper results
are usually available four weeks after the exam. You need to pass each
element in order to continue with the course but may retake each paper once.

What skills and special qualifications do I need?
You need to be confident with numbers and in producing extended pieces of
writing. The written papers require that you read and analyse an extended
case study of about five pages in length. You should have a real interest in a
career within the financial services or related sectors and keep up to date
with current affairs that may impact the industry.

What can I do next?
Financial Studies gives a good understanding about careers in financial
services such as Financial Advisors, Bankers and Debt Advisors. Many of
these careers offer very good training pathways and careers for students
aged 18+. The financial services industry is the backbone of the British
economy and an area in which the UK is a leader. There are also university
courses in financial studies that offer a direct pathway of continued study in
this field.

Priestley ExTRA

We offer our A2 students the very successful pre-legal course

designed especially to meet the specific needs of those who are

hoping to progress onto a law related degree. this involves them

participating in key events such as local mock trial competitions and

local mooting (legal argument) competitions, as well as going on

trips, and interacting with guest speakers that include local

magistrates, solicitors and barristers.
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Why take this course?
If you have a real interest in law but much prefer coursework to exams then
this course may be for you. You will study key aspects of the English legal
system and how it operates, as well as areas of Criminal and Civil Law. The
course is a little more vocational than A-Level Law with assignments often
based around giving legal advice within legal scenarios or creating
information leaflets or magazine-style articles.

What will I study?
The first year of the course is a BTEC certificate and encompasses three units.
The first unit is dispute solving and looks at the civil and criminal court systems
as well as legal personnel including barristers and solicitors. The second unit is
understanding law making. This unit investigates how our laws are made
including parliamentary law making and judicial law making. The final unit
covers aspects of legal liability, which will allow you to look at criminal law,
sentencing and the civil law of negligence. This unit specifically focuses on
personal injury situations both in civil and criminal law. If you take the second
year of the course this will take the qualification up to a BTEC Subsidiary
Diploma. The second year units have more focus on the criminal law looking at
offences such as murder, manslaughter, theft, robbery and burglary. There is
also a big focus on police powers such as arrest, detention and searches.

How will I be assessed?
All assessment is done through coursework, so there are no external exams.
Assignments have clear criteria and deadlines that must be met. You can
achieve a pass, merit or distinction on each piece of work and these combine
to produce the final grade. Marking is done internally by your teacher and then
externally verified by Edexcel, the course provider. All units must be passed to
achieve this qualification.

What skills and special qualifications do I need?
The main criteria is a keen interest in studying Law. No prior knowledge
about law is required but enthusiasm and a questioning mind are important.
As the course is based around deadlines, good organisation and time
management are very important. As the units are mainly assessed by
written assignments. Good English skills will help your performance and
basic IT skills are needed as the work is usually word processed. You will
also develop skills such as working in a team during the more practical
tasks such as role plays and presentations.

What can I do next?
You can apply to study law or other subjects at university or apply for
employment with bodies such as the Crown Prosecution Service and
Environment Agency. Alternatively you may try to obtain a paralegal post
with a solicitor’s firm. This course will provide you with a good basic
working knowledge of the English legal system which is useful in a huge
range of jobs.

BTEC LEVEL 3
LAW

Why take this course?
This course will provide you with a real insight into the work carried out by
the Public Services and the skills required to succeed in a career in this field.
The course will introduce you to a range of modules that will show you how
the Public Services operate and deal with various situations. The course
aims to prepare you for direct entry into a range of Public Services or for a
University course before embarking upon a chosen career.

What will I study?
The course is modular, which means that you will build up a series of
assignments throughout the two years. Modules that you will study may
include; Government Policies and the Public Services, Team Leadership and
Development, Citizenship and Diversity in the Public Services, Physical
Preparation for the Uniformed Services, Aspects of the Legal System and
Outdoor and Adventurous Expeditions.

How will I be assessed?
The BTEC qualification is assessed by coursework. You will be expected to
complete assignments during the year that may include written tasks, practical
activities and presentations.

What skills and special qualifications do I need?
You will need to be a person who is willing to actively participate in a range
of activities and is also prepared to lead a team on occasions. You will need
a real interest in a career in the public services, although it is not necessary
to know which one yet. You also need to be organised and able to meet
deadlines due to the nature of the assessment on the course.

What can I do next?
Upon completion of this course you will be well prepared to apply for a
position in your chosen public service, or to apply to continue your study in
Higher Education. Students from this course have successfully entered the
Army, Navy, RAF and Royal Marine Commandos. We have students who are
currently serving with the Police. Higher Education courses that students
have progressed onto include Public Services, Policing, Criminology, Law,
Sociology, Sport, Outdoor Activities and Criminal Justice.

BTEC LEVEL 3
PUBLIC SERVICES

3
LEVEL

3
LEVEL

G
o
t a
 q
ue
st
io
n?
E
m
a
il:
 a
d
m
is
si
o
n
s@
p
ri
e
st
le
y.
a
c.
u
k

See page 23 for vocational qualifications key.

Priestley ExTRA

You will participate in the priestley Btec Law mock trial competition

and also hear from guest speakers including local solicitors and lay

magistrates. In year two you may opt to join the popular pre-legal

programme to help you prepare for progression onto a law related

degree.

Priestley ExTRA

to further your vocational experience, you will have the opportunity

to participate in a range of activities organised by your tutors

including police and Fire service visits and personal activity days

with the Army, rAF, Navy and royal Marines. there is also an

opportunity to take part in an overseas study trip. Most recently

public services students travelled to New York, London and also

undertook a residential with the royal Marines at the training centre

in Devon.
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BTEC LEVEL 3
TRAVEL & TOURISM

Why take this course?
This exciting course helps you to understand the world of Applied Science
by looking at the applications rather than theories. There are plenty of
opportunities to conduct more in-depth practical work and time to complete
your own research. It is ideal if you do not want to take a purely academic
style AS-Level programme. Learning methods include completing
assignments, case studies and projects which are based on realistic
workplace situations. You will learn about the demands and legislation which
exist in the science workplace as well as developing a wide range of
scientific and transferable skills in preparation for a career or higher level
study.

What will I study?
The course covers the following six core units: Fundamentals of Science,
Working in the Science Industry, Perceptions of Science, Scientific
Investigations, Scientific Practical Techniques and Using Mathematical tools in
Science. In addition a combination of up to 12 specialist units will also be
studied. These could include: Microbiological Techniques, Genetics and
Chemical Lab Techniques amongst others. Important opportunities are
arranged for work experience, visits and speakers to enhance the vocational
relevance of this programme.

How will I be assessed?
The aim of the course is to develop your skills and knowledge competencies in
the laboratory through practical work, projects, assignments and self-directed
study. All units are internally-assessed and marked, and contribute to an
overall grade for the qualification. These grading decisions are subject to
internal and external verification. This approach may appeal to learners who
prefer portfolio-based assessment covering a variety of scientific
investigations.

What skills and special qualifications do I need?
Normally one of the following: Five GCSEs at grade C or above, including
Double Science and Maths, or Level 2 vocational qualification in Science at
merit level with GCSE Maths at grade C.

What can I do next?
Students often progress onto full-time degree courses or directly into an
apprenticeship or job. BTEC Extended Diplomas can provide access to work
in hospitals, education, quality control, testing and environmental science
laboratories.

BTEC LEVEL 3
APPLIED SCIENCE

3
LEVEL

3
LEVEL

Priestley ExTRA

We try to provide you with the experience and knowledge you will

need to work in the travel industry and have a variety of visits and

guest speakers, such as cabin crew, to enhance your learning.

Why take this course?
The BTEC course in Travel and Tourism is an excellent starting point if you
have an interest in travel and may be considering a career in the travel
industry either in the UK or overseas. This course could be taken alongside
other A-Levels and will provide you with some useful skills and knowledge
for a range of university degrees and apprenticeships.

What will I study?
This course will give you an interesting insight into travel and tourism and how
it has developed into one of the world’s most valuable industries. You will study
a variety of units in the first year. The Customer Service unit investigates what
customers need and expect from airlines, accommodation and visitor
attractions and looks at how specific organisations satisfy those needs. The UK
and European Destinations units will improve your geographical knowledge and
you will learn about the features of a wide range of destinations. In other units
you will become familiar with the sectors of the industry and learn about
organisations such as British Airways and Thomas Cook. You will become
familiar with their roles and business objectives and appreciate the importance
of organisations working together.

How will I be assessed?
You will be assessed through coursework and presentations. Some
assignments are practical, such as the role plays for the Customer Service
unit. Most assignments are research based and require a high standard of
written work.

What skills and special qualifications do I need?
There are no special qualifications required to join this programme but you
will need a keen interest and determination to succeed. You will also need
good written and oral communication skills.

What can I do next?
Many will decide to study Tourism at university. Students often go on to
study a Tourism Management degree which often incorporates a paid
overseas placement in the third year of study. This BTEC also provides a
good foundation for those who would prefer an apprenticeship with a travel
company. Some students have secured apprenticeships at the airport or in
travel agencies. Other students have decided to take a gap year and work
abroad for Camp America and Euro Camp.

Priestley ExTRA

During the course we will make visits to increase our understanding

of science in the workplace. Last year the As Applied science

students visited a power station, Manchester Airport and solvay.

there will be the opportunity to apply for residential courses such

as forensic science.
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Why take this course?
Biology is the science of life and studies how organisms function and
interact. Biology is a wide-ranging science which can affect everyone
through medical science and scientific developments such as curing genetic
diseases, developing drugs, fertility treatments and improving nutrition.
Biologists study changes in the environment and how species are affected
and seek solutions to the changes caused by overfishing and deforestation.

What will I study?
At AS and A-Level you study; Biological molecules, Cells, Organisms exchange
substances with their environment, Genetic information, variation and
relationships between organisms. For A-level you will also study; Energy
transfers in and between organisms, Organisms respond to changes in their
internal and external environments, Genetics, populations, evolution and
ecosystems and the control of gene expression. There is an emphasis on
applying your knowledge to unfamiliar situations as well as application of both
maths and practical skills.

How will I be assessed?
You take two exams at the end of the one year AS course.  At the end of the
two year A-Level course you will sit three exams. Practical skills will be
assessed as part of the written exams. In your final A-Level exam you are
required to write an essay drawing on knowledge learnt over the entire Biology
course. Your progress will be monitored through a range of assessments and
progress tests.

What skills and special qualifications do I need?
You will work independently and with others to develop your team working
skills through practical investigations, role play, model-making and
discussions. You will also need to be able to recall large amounts of
complex information.  There is an emphasis on data analysis and you will be
required to develop and use your maths skills throughout the course,
especially as you study statistics at A-Level. You should be prepared to work
hard.

What can I do next?
The knowledge and skills you develop will give you a wide range of career
opportunities from Medicine, Veterinary Science, Environmental Health,
Pharmacy, Sports Science, Animal Health and Psychology to Teaching and
Television, Management and Marketing.

AS/A2
BIOLOGY

Why take this course?
Touch anything in life and you will be touching Chemistry. From microscopic
organisms to distant galaxies, medical discoveries to volcanic eruptions,
Chemistry is central to our understanding of the universe. Chemistry is the
only science which is compulsory for medicine.

What will I study?
The AS course consists of Foundation Chemistry, Chemistry in Action and
Investigative and Practical Skills. The A2 course will build on the AS material
e.g. kinetics, equilibria, organic chemistry, energetics, redox and inorganic
chemistry and further investigative and practical skills.
In addition to chemical knowledge, the course also provides opportunities to
develop teamwork, communication, IT and application of number skills. The
course involves conducting experiments, analysing the results relating to your
theory lessons. This will include discussions and problem solving, as well as
traditional teaching.

How will I be assessed?
You will sit two written papers in June of each year. Your practical skills will be
assessed as part of ongoing class practical work followed by two practical
tasks and a written practical exam taken at the end of each year.

What skills and special qualifications do I need?
You should have a minimum GCSE grade C (higher tier) in both GCSE
Science and Additional Science (Higher Tier) or GCSE Chemistry as well as
a grade B in GCSE Maths and a minimum average GCSE of B/C.

What can I do next?
Chemistry allows access to essential jobs and other courses, such as
university courses including Environmental, Forensic, Food and Textiles
Sciences, Pharmacy, Chemical Engineering and Biochemistry. Students
have also progressed to science-based apprenticeships.

AS/A2
CHEMISTRY
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See page 23 for vocational qualifications key.

Priestley ExTRA

You have the opportunity to study Biology in a wider context

through field trips and day trips which may include museum visits,

revision conferences, lectures and practical workshops.  We

encourage you to broaden your knowledge by giving you ideas

about wider reading and offering subscriptions to Biological

sciences review magazine.

Priestley ExTRA

students studying chemistry have the opportunity to participate in a

variety of activities including residential courses to assist career

choices in Medicine, Forensics, chemistry and Veterinary science

and to represent the college in the Young Analyst of the Year

competition. there is the opportunity to take part in the National

chemistry olympiad and cambridge challenge competitions. We

also make several visits to Liverpool university and ucLAN to

attend practical workshops.

scIeNce & MAtHeMAtIcs
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AS/A2
ELECTRONICS

Why take this course?
This practical course helps you to understand and prepare for the world of
Electrical and Electronic Engineering. It can be taken as part of a package -
unique to Priestley College - which is designed to develop a range of skills
and provide the qualifications required for a challenging and exciting career
in Engineering. We will tailor a programme specifically to meet your needs
which includes the BTEC in Engineering plus Core Maths alongside a choice
of two further AS subjects in Electronics/ Graphics/ 3D Design/ ICT to name
but a few. There will be plenty of opportunities to conduct practical work and
time to complete your own research. The subject is ideal if you do not want
to take a purely academic style AS Level programme and you will develop a
wide range of practical and transferable skills in preparation for a career or
higher level study.

What will I study?
The Engineering course covers the following six units: Health and Safety in the
Engineering Workplace, Electrical and Electronic Principles, Principles of
Electronic Devices and Circuits, Electronic Measurement and Testing plus two
others depending on your particular specialisation. The mathematical
component of the package could be delivered through one of the optional
Engineering units or through Core maths or AS Maths. You will also take your
choice of one or two AS subjects, continuing to A2, and we give you the option
of taking the Extended Project qualification which allows you to research and
present a topic of your choice; essential and highly desirable skills for
employers and universities alike.

How will I be assessed?
Learning methods for the course include completing assignments, case
studies and projects which are based on realistic workplace situations, plus
coursework and exams as part of the AS qualifications.  The aim of the
programme is to develop your skills and knowledge competencies in the
laboratory through practical work, projects, assignments and self-directed
study. All Engineering units are internally-assessed and marked and contribute
to an overall grade for the qualification.

What skills and special qualifications do I need?
Normally one of the following: Five GCSEs at grade C or above, including
Double Science and Maths, or Level 2 vocational qualification in Science or
Engineering at merit level with GCSE Maths at grade C.

What can I do next?
The natural progression routes are on to full-time degree courses or directly
into an apprenticeship or job. We have designed this programme to equip
students to progress into electrical or electronic apprenticeships or design or
computing based careers. The skills you will develop will be in demand
across a range of practical and technical careers.

BTEC LEVEL 3
ENGINEERING

3
LEVEL

3
LEVEL

scIeNce & MAtHeMAtIcs

Why take this course?
If you enjoy learning by experimenting and through practical work then you
will enjoy Electronics. We aim to deliver the theory aspect of the course by
allowing you to try things out in the lab. This course will give you the chance
to learn how to use specialist equipment, develop your practical skills and
requires no previous knowledge of the subject. However, 70% is assessed
by written exam and you will need to have good problem solving and maths
skills. Electronics would serve as a very useful addition to advanced
courses for potential engineers, scientists, music technologists and
computer programmers. It is an excellent technical qualification.

What will I study?
The course has two theory modules and one practical module in each year. In
the AS course you will learn about digital and analogue electronics.
Applications include light and temperature activated circuits, simple timers,
counters and power amp design. The A2 course consists of theory modules in
Programmable Control Systems where in addition to regular circuit design you
will learn to program a chip, and Communication Systems where the focus is
on radio, mobile phones and optoelectronics.

How will I be assessed?
30% of the assessment is based on coursework projects. You will spend
about four weeks of lab time per year developing and testing a circuit you have
designed yourself. Projects developed over the last three years have included a
Scalextric lap counter, an infra-red people counter, a car reversing sensor and
a bicycle speedometer.

What skills and special qualifications do I need?
You are likely to have good practical ability, creative skills, an enquiring mind
and mathematical ability. You will develop the ability to design and build
complex circuits, fault find and to use test equipment. You will need GCSE
Maths and GCSE Science or Physics at grade C or above. You should also
have a minimum average GCSE pass of grade C.

What can I do next?
Many of our students progress to university while some enter employment,
sometimes through apprenticeship schemes. Fields of study are varied;
Science and Engineering, IT and Computer Games Design. Electronics is
valued as a practical and science based advanced level qualification.

Priestley ExTRA

As part of your programme you will be able to get involved in many

trips and events organised through the various courses making up

your engineering programme. We also offer the opportunity to

become a member of one of our model aircraft teams competing

annually in national competitions.

Priestley ExTRA

to further enhance your time with us we offer a variety of trips

including lectures and visits to universities and opportunities for you

to find out about future careers.   For example, we have speakers

who come into college to talk about careers in engineering, as well

as the latest developments in the field.
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Why take this course?
This is a highly regarded subject which complements all other courses.
Choose Mathematics if you enjoyed it at GCSE and you like the challenge
and want to progress to a degree or career where it is a key component.

What will I study?
AS Mathematics consists of two pure modules and one applied module. The
pure modules include topics such as algebra, co-ordinate geometry,
polynomials, trigonometry and calculus. The applied module is either
Mechanics or Statistics.
A2 Mathematics consists of two more pure modules and one more applied
module. The second applied module may be Mechanics 2, Statistics 2 or
Decision Maths. The pure modules include topics such as further differentiation
and integration, partial fractions, vectors, further trigonometry and parametric
and differential equations

How will I be assessed?
Each module is assessed by an external written exam. One A2 pure module
contains a piece of coursework where you will investigate the solutions of
equations using numerical methods. Three AS modules are taken in the
summer of the 1st year, three more are taken at the end of the 2nd year.

What skills and special qualifications do I need?
You should normally have at least a grade B at Higher Level GCSE
Mathematics to join this course and you should also have a minimum
average GCSE score of 5.5. You should be confident in the use of the
algebra you studied at GCSE and you will be expected to demonstrate your
skills and abilities during our induction programme.

What can I do next?
Many students go on to pursue careers in areas such as Medicine, Research
and Development, Engineering, Statistics, Operational Research, Computing,
Accountancy, Actuarial work, Business Management, Insurance, Financial
Services and Teaching. If you are hoping to pursue a course in Science,
Mathematics or Engineering at University, we would also recommend that
you take Further Mathematics to at least AS Level.

AS/A2
MATHEMATICS

Why take this course?
Further Mathematics will provide a more stimulating course in addition to A-
Level Mathematics. It is extremely useful for anyone wishing to continue to
Higher Education for Mathematics, Engineering, or any Maths related
course. It enables you to use your talent in Mathematics and to achieve your
full potential.

What will I study?
AS Further Mathematics consists of three modules – one pure and two applied.
It covers topics such as matrices, complex numbers, and curve sketching. The
work is not dependent on other pure Mathematics modules. By taking AS
Further Mathematics alongside Mathematics A-Level, you will be able to
experience a wide range of applied modules; mechanics, statistics, and
decision mathematics.

How will I be assessed?
Mainly through examinations, each 1 hour 30 minutes taken in June. For the
AS qualification three exams are taken at the end of year 1, and to complete
the A-Level three more exams are taken at the end of year 2.  There is a piece
of coursework in the differential equations module. (A2 year).

What skills and special qualifications do I need?
You should normally have at least a grade A at GCSE Mathematics to join
this course. You need to enjoy Mathematics and enjoy a challenge. You must
be well organised, able to work independently and in a group and be able to
meet deadlines.

What can I do next?
Further Mathematics provides good career opportunities. Maths graduates
have the opportunity to select from a wide and varied range of careers due
to the flexibility of the degree course, its applications and the excellent
transferable skills acquired.

AS/A2
FURTHER MATHEMATICS

3
LEVEL

3
LEVEL

G
o
t a
 q
ue
st
io
n?
E
m
a
il:
 a
d
m
is
si
o
n
s@
p
ri
e
st
le
y.
a
c.
u
k

scIeNce & MAtHeMAtIcs

Priestley ExTRA

You will have the opportunity to apply to join a college team which

will work with a local company to solve real engineering problems

through the engineering education scheme. You will also be able to

attend Maths Inspiration Lectures and take part in National Maths

competitions and our annual trip to Alton towers.

Priestley ExTRA

Further Mathematics students are supplied with a password to an

interactive website – ‘Integral Mathematics resources’. this is a site

which provides resources for students studying Mathematics or

Further Mathematics with our exam board. Many past students have

taken part in the prestigious engineering education scheme.

JON FINCH
Maths tutor

“I love the rules, the

beauty of the algebra and

communicating ideas in

Maths. I enjoy helping

students to have those

‘light bulb’ moments”
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AS/A2
FOUNDATION OF
ADVANCED
MATHEMATICS

Why take this course?
If you enjoy a challenge you will enjoy Physics. Studying this course gives
you the opportunity to develop logical problem solving skills, carry out
practical work, and apply your knowledge to the real world. We aim to make
the challenge of Physics as enjoyable as possible through a variety of
teaching and learning styles developed through our many years of teaching
experience. Physics students are particularly valued by industry and
Universities for the varied skills they have acquired.

What will I study?
The topics you will study include mechanics, electricity, waves, particles and
radiation as part of the AS Physics course. If you decide to study for the A-level
in Physics you will learn about all the AS topics plus further mechanics, nuclear
structure, electric, gravitational and magnetic fields. There is also an optional
unit during the second year of A-level Physics where you can choose between
topics with an engineering flavour or which focus on key Physics experiments
and discoveries of the last century or possibly Astrophysics or Electronics.

How will I be assessed?
Both the AS and the A-level courses are linear. You will study the topics listed
above and sit two 1.5 hour exam papers for the AS qualification at the end of
one year or three 2 hour papers for the A-level at the end of two years. Both
qualifications involve practical work throughout the course which is assessed
as part of the end of course written exam papers.

What skills and special qualifications do I need?
You must enjoy solving problems mathematically and apply your knowledge
to new situations. You must be prepared to work hard and never be afraid to
ask for help when it is needed. You should be the sort of person who is
curious about how the world, and the universe, works. You will need a
minimum GCSE grade C in both GCSE Science and Additional Science or in
GCSE Physics, and minimum grade B in GCSE Maths. On average your
GCSE grades will need to be Cs and Bs or above.

What can I do next?
Most of our students progress to University, taking degrees in Scientific
subjects or Engineering. Many study in areas of Finance, Business and IT. A-
level Physics is essential for most engineering degrees and is valued as a
robust and challenging subject. The numerical, practical and problem
solving skills you will develop are prized by employers.

AS/A2
PHYSICS

3
LEVEL

3
LEVEL

scIeNce & MAtHeMAtIcs

Why take this course?
This course is aimed at those students who aspire to go on to take AS and
possibly A-Level Maths but may not have a GCSE profile suitable to enrol
directly onto the AS Maths course. It will provide a route of progression to
AS Maths for suitable candidates. In particular it will suit you if you have a
grade B or above in Maths but an average GCSE score of between 5 and 5.5
You will be taught alongside AS Maths students for the 1st term and have
the opportunity to take the FAM module exam in January.  You will also
attend a weekly workshop to provide additional support and for exam
preparation.
Assessments taken in the 1st half term will indicate your suitability to
continue with AS Maths for the whole year or to focus on the FAM course.

What will I study?
FAM is a broad based level two Maths course covering arithmetic, algebra,
graphs, trigonometry and statistics.

How will I be assessed?
This course is assessed by a 40 question multiple choice examination in
January.

What skills and special qualifications do I need?
GCSE Maths grade B or higher and an average GCSE score of between 5
and 5.5. You will need to be well organised, hard working, logical and
determined, and be able to work independently.

What can I do next?
FAM can help provide access to the AS Mathematics course for those
students who have an average GCSE score of between 5 and 5.5 and who
have a grade B or higher in GCSE Maths.  Many students who study AS and
A2 Maths then go on to pursue careers in areas such as Engineering,
Statistics, Operational Research, Computing, Accountancy, Actuarial work,
Business Management, Insurance, Financial Services and Teaching.

Priestley ExTRA

to further enhance your time with us we offer a variety of trips

including to Daresbury Labs and Alton towers. We arrange lectures

and visits to universities and we give you the opportunity to take

part in the British physics olympiad and the ees engineering

programme. We also organise a residential trip to visit cerN in

Geneva, the world class particle accelerator.

Priestley ExTRA

Workshops are timetabled for every student on this course to

provide additional support with the As work and the FAM past exam

papers. You will also have the opportunity to attend Maths lectures

and trips as they are organised.
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Why take this course?
This course is not about science as you know it. It is a great choice to
complement any arts, humanities or science based programme. The course
provides a broad curriculum for those whose interests lie mainly in the arts
and humanities and gives those studying science the opportunity to reflect
on their specialist studies in a wider context.

What will I study?
In unit 1, you will study: the germ theory of disease, infectious diseases and
global public health issues; medicines, ethical issues and reproductive choices;
lifestyle, transport choices and fuel issues; the planet Earth in the context of the
solar system and the universe; and the human race in the context of evolution
and society.
In unit 2, you will study: a critical account of scientific reading (a book review of
your choice) and a topical scientific issue such as “Does the evidence for
global warming outweigh the evidence against it?” or “Is there life on Mars?”.

How will I be assessed?
AS level: 60% Exam, 40% Coursework (two assignments and you choose the
topics).

What skills and special qualifications do I need?
This course will help you develop an important range of skills. These include
communication skills, critical thinking skills, data analysis and evaluation,
the ability to develop argument using effective evidence, and research skills.
You will develop and express an informed, personal point of view on issues
concerning science and technology. You should normally have a GCSE
grade C in English, Maths and Science. More importantly, you should have
an interest in, and concern about the role of science in our society.

What can I do next?
The mix of experience, including problem based learning, discussion of
ethics and consideration of relevant issues makes the course a good
additional qualification for candidates seeking entry to medical and similar
professional courses. The programme also provides a sound basis for
specific progression into areas such as Science Communication, Science
and the Media and Philosophy of Science.

AS
SCIENCE IN SOCIETY

Why take this course?
This course is 50% Theory and 50% Practical based. If you enjoy sport, but
are not sure of your career intentions, then look no further than this dynamic
and stimulating course that will go well with any combination of subjects. An
AS/A2 in PE will help you gain entry to either the world of work or University.

What will I study?
In the AS practical unit you can select to be assessed in two of three roles –
performance, coaching or officiating. You are also required to produce a written
piece of coursework. The theory component which is externally assessed is
made up of the following topics; healthy lifestyles, nutrition, skill acquisition,
sports psychology, energy systems and training methods.
In A2 the practical element requires you to be assessed in one role –
performance, coaching or officiating. You will also complete a 3000 word
research project. The theory component is externally assessed and is made up
of the following topics; biomechanics, health, applied psychology, sport
organisation, equal opportunities, socio-cultural issues, commercialisation and
technology in sport.

How will I be assessed?
You will be assessed via module examinations in May or June. External
examinations are made up of short structured questions and longer questions
requiring a more in depth response. The practical element is internally
assessed and externally moderated, normally on a day visit by the examiner or
through video evidence generated throughout the year.

What skills and special qualifications do I need?
A high standard of practical ability as a performer, coach or official is
expected, particularly as the practical component makes up 50% of the AS
level. We want you to learn through direct experience and expect you to
actively participate in all lessons. Students are encouraged to make full use
of the Virtual Learning Environment (Moodle) which provides you with 24/7
access to support materials. There are no special qualifications needed to
join this course. However, progression to A2 requires a minimum grade E in
the PE2 theory module as there is more theory content at A2.

What can I do next?
Many students choose to continue their studies in Higher Education.
Previous students have gained places on Degree courses in Sport Science,
Physical Education (QTS), Sports Therapy, Sports Nutrition and other sports
related degrees. Other students choose to enter into full time employment in
the sports industry.

AS/A2
PHYSICAL EDUCATION
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speakers working in science and industry will give presentations

and there are trips and lectures throughout the year.

Priestley ExTRA

throughout the course you will have the opportunity to undertake a

variety of sports coaching qualifications, sports leader’s awards,

residential experiences and a range of practical activities.

sport
scIeNce &
MAtHeMAtIcs



www.priestley.ac.uk   01925 41541562

BTEC LEVEL 3
SPORT PERFORMANCE
AND EXCELLENCE

Why take this course?
This course is ideal for the sports fanatic especially if you are looking for a
career in the sports industry or fancy studying sport at University. If so, then
join this outstanding Curriculum Area and study a BTEC Level 3 qualification.

The course has been cleverly structured to allow you to achieve the
equivalent of one, two or three A-Levels in Sport. This allows you to have
the flexibility to combine the BTEC with other qualifications. The options are
listed below;
Qualifications at the end of year 2
BTEC Certificate in Sport 1 A-Level 
BTEC Subsidiary Diploma in Sport 2 A-Levels 
BTEC 90 credit Diploma in Sport 3 A-Levels.

What will I study?
The BTEC Level 3 covers a wide range of topics that explore sports
development, coaching and fitness. The course is primarily theory based and
there will also be some opportunity for you to show off your practical skills.
Each topic is called a unit. Some of the units you will study include: Anatomy
and Physiology, Sports Coaching, Fitness Testing, Sports Massage, Sports
Development, Fitness Training and Programming and Practical Sport.

How will I be assessed?
Your tutors will mainly set assignments for you to complete. However, other
assessment methods are used, such as practical observations, timed
assignments under exam conditions, interviews and short tests. You will be
expected to complete much of the assignment work in your own time. You will
receive plenty of feedback on how you are progressing and how to improve
throughout the course. You will be given grades for each unit of Pass, Merit,
Distinction or Distinction*. There are a total of 18 units.

What skills and special qualifications do I need?
We aim to provide you with a challenging and interesting programme that
develops your individual range of abilities. You will be expected to develop
your coaching skills by communicating in front of a group and we will
encourage you to work independently and take responsibility for your own
learning. Organisational skills are vital as you will produce a comprehensive
portfolio of evidence, and meeting and working to deadlines is a very
important aspect of this course.

What can I do next?
Your BTEC final grade is converted directly to UCAS points in the same way
as A-Level qualifications. Many students choose to continue their studies in
higher education. Previous students have gained places on degree courses
in Sport Science, Physical Education (QTS), Physiotherapy, Sports Injury
Management, Sports Therapy, Sports Nutrition and other sports related
degrees. Other students choose to enter into full time employment in the
sports industry or apply for apprenticeships.

BTEC LEVEL 3
SPORTS DEVELOPMENT,
COACHING & FITNESS

3
LEVEL

3
LEVEL

sport

Why take this course?
This is a fantastic opportunity for you to study sport and explore the in-
depth aspects of how we can improve performance from an elite level
perspective. The course is a mix of theory and practical sport related
elements.  To be eligible to qualify for the course you must be currently
performing at an elite level, e.g. Academy, County, District or National level
in any sport. Your knowledge and performance from this sport will be
directly applied to your studies which combine scientific and work related
units.  The course will allow you to achieve your full performance potential
and prepare you for the workplace or University, whilst catering for
performers who need to attend external training camps and competitions.

What will I study?
Units are all based around sport and cover a wide range of topics. Some of the
units you will study include; the body in action, psychology for sports
performance, technical and tactical skills in sport, sports coaching, exercise
and fitness testing, the athlete’s lifestyle and instructing physical activity.

How will I be assessed?
Your tutors will mainly set assignments for you to complete. However, other
assessment methods are used, such as practical observations, presentations,
timed assignments under exam conditions, interviews and short tests. You will
be expected to complete much of the assignment work in your own time. You
will receive plenty of feedback on how you are progressing and how to
improve throughout the course. There are a total of 18 units and you will be
given grades for each unit of Pass, Merit, and Distinction.

What skills and special qualifications do I need?
The course is designed to develop your range of skills and techniques,
personal qualities and attitudes essential for career development in sport
specific employment or Higher Education. We aim to provide you with an
interesting programme that is challenging and stimulating. The course will
be delivered via tutorials, laboratory work, visits and practical sessions. We
encourage you to work independently and take responsibility for your own
learning. You will need to have at least 5 GCSEs grades A* – C or
equivalent. You will be expected to excel in a particular sport and be
currently competing at a minimum of county level.

What can I do next?
Your BTEC final grade is converted directly into UCAS points in the same
way as ‘A’ level qualifications. Many students choose to continue their
studies in Higher Education. Previous students have gained places on
degree courses in Sport Science, Physical Education, Sports Injury
Management, Sports Therapy, Sports Nutrition and other sports related
degrees. Other students have secured sports apprenticeships or chosen to
enter full time employment in the sports industry.

Priestley ExTRA

throughout the course you will have the opportunity to undertake

a variety of sports coaching qualifications, volunteering

opportunities, study visits and residential experiences and a range

of practical activities.

Priestley ExTRA

throughout the course you will have the opportunity to undertake

a variety of sports leader awards, refereeing courses, volunteering

within the local community, residential experiences and a range of

practical activities.

ED DC ED
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Why take this course?
This course is designed to be a highly specialist work-related qualification
that examines the more scientific and technological side of sport. You will
study how the science of sport can help improve sporting performance and
health. You will study, analyse and interpret scientific data and will gain a
comprehensive understanding of the physiological, biomechanical,
psychological and nutritional principles underpinning human performance.
You will also be required to apply this knowledge to your own research
project. Successful students progress to University or careers in teaching,
exercise science, sports rehabilitation and health promotion.

What will I study?
During the course you will study a range of topics to give you an insight into the
world of sport and exercise science. They include; sports psychology, anatomy
and physiology, sports nutrition, sports injuries, fitness testing, sports
biomechanics and research methods and you will be required to use these
areas to design and carry out your very own research project.

How will I be assessed?
Your tutors will mainly set assignments for you to complete. However, other
assessment methods are used, such as practical observations and testing,
presentations, timed assignments under exam conditions, interviews and
short tests. You will be expected to complete much of the assignment work in
your own time. You will receive plenty of feedback on how you are progressing
in the 18 units and how to improve throughout the course. You will be given
grades for each unit of Pass, Merit, and Distinction.

What skills and special qualifications do I need?
This course is designed to develop your skills and techniques, personal
qualities and attitudes essential for career development in sport specific
employment or higher education. We aim to provide you with an interesting
programme that is both intellectually stimulating and challenging. The course
will be delivered via tutorials, laboratory work, visits and practical sessions.
We will encourage you to work independently and take responsibility for
your own learning. You will need to have at least five GCSEs grades A* – C
or equivalent (including a Science). A BTEC Level 2 completed at school
should be at Merit standard.

What can I do next?
Your BTEC final grade is converted directly to UCAS points in the same way
as A-Level qualifications. Many students choose to continue their studies in
higher education. Previous students have gained places on degree courses
in Sport Science, Physical Education, Physiotherapy, Sports Injury
Management and Rehabilitation, Sports Therapy, Sports Nutrition and Health
Promotion and many other sports-related degrees. Other students choose to
enter into full-time employment in the sports industry.
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See page 23 for vocational qualifications key.

Priestley ExTRA

throughout the course you will have the opportunity to undertake

a variety of sports coaching qualifications, sports leader awards,

residential experiences and, study visits, as well as work-based

and volunteering experiences.
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www.priestley.ac.uk  

LOUSHERS LANE WA4 6RD

01925 415415

HOW TO FIND US
From the town centre, go south on the Wilderspool

causeway along the A49 toward stockton Heath. 

turn left at the traffic lights, onto Loushers Lane. 

the college is 200 metres up on the left. 

pedestrian access is also possible via Menin Avenue.

OPEN EVENT DATES
Wednesday 7 october 5:30pm to 8pm
thursday 8 october 5:30pm to 8pm

saturday 17 october 10:30am to 12:30pm
Wednesday 11 November 5:30pm to 8pm

Wednesday 23 March 5:30pm to 7pm


