
Our Public Services students worked hard to raise money for the RAF’s Santa Drop appeal. 
The money helped buy presents that the RAF delivered to two children’s hospitals. You can 
read more about the students’ efforts on Page 4
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College receives 
‘award’ for support

Words of wisdom

We start this edition with the great 
news that Priestley has once again 
received the Matrix Standard in 
recognition of the support it offers 
young people moving on to the 
next stages in their lives.

This is vitally important as it is 
our mission to inspire, challenge 
and support all students to ensure 
they reach their full potential.

One of the highlights of the 
past term came when I received 
a letter from the manager of a 
youth hostel where some of our 
Art Foundation learners had stayed 
during a residential.

He was so impressed by their 
attitude, behaviour and talent that 
he felt compelled to write both to 
me and his bosses to compliment 
them.

Someone else worthy of note 
is David Hindle who is this year’s 
recipient of Priestley’s Viola Beach 
Scholarship, which was set up to 
honour members of the band who 
died tragically last year.

David is a talent to listen out 
for and his commitment to music 
made him an obvious choice this 
year.

I hope you enjoy the rest of our 
news in this edition and I would 
like to take this opportunity to 
wish you and your family a happy 
Christmas.

 

In December it received the 
Government’s Matrix Standard in 
recognition of the guidance it offers 
young people in Warrington, Halton 
and the surrounding areas.

Assessor Pat McDermott was 
impressed by the commitment and 
passion of all staff to meet the 
needs of students as well as the 
wide range and strength of the 
college’s work with partners.

The Matrix Standard measures 
the support that is available for 
individuals making decisions about 
their career, learning and life goals.
Professional development of staff 
is also a key factor in securing the 
honour. It is a nationally-recognised 

Greg, who is studying Law, spoke 
to students on Priestley’s Graduate 
programme, which is designed to 
help them secure places at the UK’s 
top universities. Also returning to 
college was Holly Roach who is 
studying Biochemistry at Oxford. 
She too discussed her experiences 
so far and answered questions from 
current students.

welcome

Priestley has once again been recognised for the comprehensive 
support it offers young people taking their next steps in education 
and employment.

Former Priestley student Greg Horne returned to college this term 
to share his experiences studying at Oxford University with the 
current cohort.

standard used by organisations of 
all sizes to assess the advice and 
support they provide to learners.

Principal Matthew Grant said: 
“We offer careers advice to all those 
pupils still unsure or undecided 
about their post 16 options, so that 
they can make educated decisions 
about their futures.

“This recognition from the 
Government validates the focus we 
put on making sure young people 
are equipped to make the right 
choices.”

Assessors spent five days at 
Priestley meeting students, tutors 
and careers staff to discuss the 
support offered by the college.
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A musician worthy of note

Musicians catch glimpse of future

Priestley has honoured a young musician with its annual Viola Beach 
Scholarship.

ONE of the world’s leading manufacturers visited Priestley to ask 
students for feedback on their next piece of technology.

Priestley awards Viola Beach Scholarship
 

David Hindle will receive £500 to 
spend on furthering his musical 
career, which is already starting to 
show signs of promise. We set up 
the scholarship in honour of former 
students Jack Dakin, Kris Leonard, 
Tomas Lowe and River Reeves who 
sadly died last year.

“It means a great deal to receive 
a scholarship in Viola Beach’s name 
because they were a band who 
were clearly going places,” said 
David.

“My goal is to continue writing 
good songs – whether for my band 
or someone else – and to continue 
working hard in music.”

David is frontman and guitarist 
with the band Kula Bay along with 
Oli Thomas (drums), Matt Carney 
(lead guitar) and Max Wright (Bass).

Two representatives from Yamaha 
brought the new instrument to 
college to get the opinions of those 
on the Music and Music Technology 
courses. 
   Yamaha Senior Planning Specialist 
Kevin MacManus was joined at 
Priestley by Nozomu Fujiwara who 
had flown in from Japan to work 

He studies BTEC Music and A-Level 
Music Technology at Priestley and 
hopes to go on to LIPA to study song 
writing.

In just six months Kula Bay have 
already started to create a buzz 
with their song 7 Hours, which was 
recorded at Neon Palms Recording 
Studio in Northwich. It has since 
been played on BBC Introducing – a 
showcase for unsigned, self-signed 
and emerging musical talent.

Music Tutor Michael Grainger, 
who nominated David, said: “Not 
only is David an extremely talented 
musician, he is also totally dedicated 
and hard working.

“It was this attitude and approach 
– as much as his talent – that made 
him an obvious recipient for the 
scholarship.” 
 

on the development of the new 
instrument. Priestley was asked to 
take part due to its connections 
with Steinberg – a leading producer 
of music recording, arranging and 
editing software. 
  Last year the college was named 
one of only 16 training centres for 
Steinberg in the country.

Students can sign up for a once-in-
a-lifetime opportunity this February 
half term.

NCS is a unique full-time, part-
residential programme focused 
around fun and discovery, plus 30 
hours committed to a community 
project that benefits both young 
people and society.

 Young people build skills for 
work and life, while taking on new 
challenges and adventures, making 
new friends, and contributing to the 
local community.

It costs £50 or less to take part.
For details call 01925 574786 or 
07432 636826 and ask for Rebecca.

 

We are looking for a parent to join 
the team of governors at Priestley 
College. If you are interested, or 
would simply like more details about 
what the voluntary role would 
include, please call Carol Blinkhorn on 
01925 633591 or email 
c.blinkhorn@priestley.ac.uk
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ONCE-IN-A-LIFETIME
OPPORTUNITY

CAN YOU BE A
PARENT GOVERNOR?

YOUR VIEWS 
COUNT

We are very interested in 
parental/carer’s views and 
opinions and would be grateful 
if you could find the time to 
complete a short questionnaire 
on our website. 

You can find it on the Parents / Carers 
page, which can be found at the top 
of our website’s home page. The 
questionnaire will be available from 
22nd December to 28th February. 

OFSTED SURVEY
You will also find an OFSTED survey, 
which we would also encourage you 
to fill in. Inspectors will use the results 
during an inspection to identify issues 
that need exploring and to gauge par-
ent satisfaction.



Priestley teams up with RAF to 
spread Christmas cheer

Public Services students teamed up with the RAF – and Father Christmas – to put smiles on the faces of 
poorly children at two hospitals.

They raised more than £2,300 
through sponsorship to buy 
presents for little ones at Alder 
Hey and The Royal Manchester 
Children’s Hospital. Father Christmas 
and his elves from the Royal Air 
Force Careers Offices in Liverpool 
and Manchester delivered the 
presents and also visited Priestley 
College to say ‘thanks’. 

“We aim to raise morale amongst 
the children in hospitals over 
Christmas and it is great to work 
with the students to achieve this,” 
said Flight Lieutenant Rach Collier.

Priestley’s students took part in 

a 24-hour football-a-thon as well as 
a sponsored walk from the college 
to Lymm where they were given a 
tour of the Fire and Rescue base.

Their final contribution to the 
appeal was £2,351.65 – the most 
ever raised by our students who 
have been helping for seven years.

Former Beamont Collegiate 
Academy pupil Callum Holt raised 
£130 thanks to sponsorship from 
colleagues at Thomas Plant Hire and 
DW Sports. 

“People seemed happy to support 
me because they knew it was for 
such a good cause,” he said.
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Still time to apply for university
Priestley encourages students to meet internally-set UCAS 
application deadlines to ensure they meet the national deadline 
on 15th January.

Students risk missing out on offers 
from top universities and courses 
if they miss the national deadline, 
but can still apply up to June for 
university courses through the 
normal UCAS process.

Tutorial content in the new year 
will consist of activities guiding 
students through detailed research 
into their five university choices, 
to ensure they are fully informed 
when making their firm (first) and 
insurance (second) choices. 

Students will also receive 

guidance on interview techniques 
and student finance application, so 
it is crucial they attend for this key 
information. 

We advise students to closely 
monitor UCAS Track to see if their 
university application has been 
successful. They will need to confirm 
to their first and second choice 
offers or apply through UCAS Extra 
if unsuccessful (February through 
to June).

Priestley will continue to support 
students every step of the way.
 

We welcomed Paralympian 
Dame Sarah Storey to our annual 
awards ceremony celebrating 
the achievements of our Class 
of 2017.

Speaking on the night Dame Sarah 
– a 14-time Paralympic gold medal 
winner – said: “It is very inspiring to 
hear of your hard work and resilience 
in overcoming challenges and hurdles 
to get to where you are today.” 

Soprano and former Priestley 
student Erin Alexander amazed the 
audience with renditions of ‘One 
Moment in Time’ and ‘O Mio 
Babbino Caro’.

Annual awards 
ceremony
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College joins together to support 
River Reeves Foundation

More than 200 staff and students 
took part in the sponsored run at 
Victoria Park and together raised 
more than £1,000.

“The weather was great and 
the people who took part were 
awesome,” said Head of Sport Nigel 
Howells, who helped organise the 
event.

“It was great to see so many staff 
and students taking part as well as 
a large number coming down to 
support and help out.”

The River Reeves Foundation 

The college community joined together for a special event to raise money for the River Reeves Foundation 
early in December.

aims to help young people realise 
their dreams as actors, writers, 
artists, directors and musicians 
through grants, donations and 
other payments.

It provides financial support 
that ensures passionate, talented 
young men and women can dare 
to dream about their futures within 
the arts.

It was set up in honour of River 
Reeves who sadly died in a car 
accident along with other members 
of the band Viola Beach.



More than 30 of our Art Foundation 
students stayed at the Boggle Hole 
YHA and left a lasting impression on 
Andy and Peta Nugent.

The hostel managers wrote 
to their operations manager and 
head of Impact within YHA and the 
college Principal Matthew Grant to 
praise their visitors’ character and 
achievements.

“We get so many young people 
staying with us, but these were 
incredible. Not only were they very 
talented but had so much passion 
and were just so nice,” Andy wrote 
in his letter to Art Tutor Steve Lane.

“We get so tied up in our job 
sometimes we forget why we do 
it. It was a real pleasure to be 
reminded of this by your students 
and colleagues.”

Andy said it was only the 
third time in 20 years he had felt 
compelled to write after a visit.

As a thank you for the hostel’s 
hospitality, students Jessica Morris 
and Olivia Kubiak gave Andy and 
Peta pieces of artwork they had 
created during the stay.

It wasn’t just the hostel 
managers who were inspired by the 
young people from Warrington.

Primary school children also 
benefitted from time spent with the 
teenagers who volunteered to help 
them with a project.

“They really inspired the small 
primary school we had in, so much 
so they plan to return at the same 
time next year and do an activity 
together.. a very rare and beautiful 
thing,” wrote Andy.

UNLOCKING 
THE SECRETS OF 
YOUR PAST

BETH FOCUSSES 
ON RAF’S HISTORIC 
MOMENTS

They are the skeletons in the closet 
that families speak of in whispers 

– if at all. But in January those 
who attend Gill Rossini’s adult 
education classes will be armed 
with the skills to reveal all about 
the outcasts in their ancestry.

Her family history course 
–‘Finding Your Outcasts’ – is among 
many launching at Priestley next 
month covering everything from 
creative stitching to ethics and 
digital photography.

“We will be looking at the ways 
you can find out more about the 
characters many families would 
prefer to forget,” said Gill.

Other adult courses offered 
by Priestley include Digital 
Photography for Beginners, 
Creative Writing and Introduction 
to Bookkeeping.

To find out more go to  
www.priestley.ac.uk/adult-courses
 

A former Priestley student is flying 
high after securing a role as an 
RAF photographer.

Beth Roberts, who studied 
Photography, English Literature 
and Art Foundation, is now 
capturing significant moments in 
the Royal Air Force’s history.

After completing her A-Level, 
BTEC and then Art Foundation 
course Beth applied for the RAF. 
Her basic training lasted 10 weeks 
and the photography training 
lasted 28 weeks.

Beth, a former pupil at The 
Heath, said: “One day I hope 
to possibly teach other military 
students at the Defence School of 
Photography, but for now I just 
love the job I am doing.”

Priestley artists make  
a lasting impression

IT was supposed to be a trip to inspire their creativity, but in the 
end it was the students who inspired others.

A journalist quizzed Priestley students about their listening habits in 
the wake of the falling popularity of Radio 1.

‘Radio 1 is not in tune with us’

Phil Pegum asked Music and Media 
students how they consume music 
and their answers did not make easy 
listening for radio bosses.

They appeared to back up 
findings that showed Radio 1’s 
flagship programme, helmed by 
Nick Grimshaw, had slumped to its 
lowest level on record.

Only one of more than 20 
students was a regular listener to 
Radio 1 and many had never heard 
of Grimshaw.

“We tend to listen to our music 
through Spotify and YouTube,” said 
former Wade Deacon pupil Alex 
Highcock, who studies BTEC Music 
and the Extended Project.6



Two Priestley students put in a 
faultless performance in Geology 
papers scoring 100% on questions 
about global tectonics.

Matthew Allen and Daniel Owens 
then went on to achieve 90% and 
83% respectively in the second 
module putting them on course for 
a stunning A-Level result next summer.

Matthew, who also studies Maths, 
Chemistry and French, is planning to 
read Geochemistry at the University 
of Manchester after finishing his 
A-Levels. His 100% score came in a 
module exploring earth movements 
on a global scale, plate tectonics and 
the origins of the world.

Britain’s Minister for the Constitution 
met students at Priestley College to 
discover how they would encourage 
more young people to vote.

Chris Skidmore MP outlined 
his vision for democracy before 
hearing how staff and students have 
promoted a democratic culture within 
college.

“It is great to see so many 
students engaging in a debate about 
our democracy and I congratulate 
Priestley College on their hard work 
to promote this engagement,” said 
Chris Skidmore MP.

The young people argued their 
peers were interested in voting, 
but had to be offered policies that 
appealed to them. They added that 
children should be introduced to 
politics at primary age in the way 
that Great Sankey pupils are at their 
school.

Mr Skidmore’s visit follows on 
from Priestley College receiving the 
British Youth Council’s Discovering 
Democracy Award. It celebrates the 
success of schools and colleges that 
equip students with the skills and 
knowledge to play a full and active 
part in society.

GEOLOGY ROCKS!

STUDENTS SPEAK 
UP FOR  
DEMOCRACY
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Trust offers teaching 
opportunity 
Priestley College is a member of TCAT – an innovative Multi 
Academy Trust in Warrington.

At the heart of the trust is a teacher 
training programme, based at 
Bridgewater High School, called 
Learning at TCAT.

This aspect of the trust is really 
important because it allows the 
group to choose the very best talent 
to develop into teachers.

There are vacancies to start 
teacher training from September 
and TCAT would be interested to 
hear from you if you are thinking 
of becoming a teacher or know 
someone who is.

The training school is looking 

More than four trollies of food was 
collected and given to the foodbank, 
which was founded by local 

churches and community groups, 
working together towards stopping 
hunger in the area.

for people who have (or will have) 
a degree as well as a passion for 
teaching and inspiring young people 
to achieve their full potential.

If you are interested please 
email Jill Hodgson (Teaching School 
Administrator) 
at j.hodgsonbridgewaterhigh.com to 
arrange a date and time to discuss this 
opportunity further.

You can find out more information 
at www.bridgewaterhigh.org or at  
www.education.gov/get-into-teaching.

You can also search the UCAS 
website for teacher training.

  

The college community came together to collect produce for 
Warrington Food Bank. 

Community action



Your mocks matter
Mocks Week begins on 15th January and are important to everyone 
who takes them.

AS/A2 classes will not be on this 
week, but if you have a vocational 
course you should expect to have 
lessons.

However, vocational lessons 
may be on at different times and 
not in your usual classrooms. Your 
subject tutors will let you know any 
changed times and venues.

 A few tips for your mocks:
• Revise/prepare for them thoroughly.
• Give all of your subjects equal time 
and effort.

• Remember that you can use EXOP 
outside of your timetabled lessons 
(LRC).

• Some of these assessments are the 
real thing and will count towards 
your final grade; others will mimic 
the summer external assessments as 
close as possible in order for you to 
have a proper dress rehearsal.

Tue 6 Feb 
Level 3 students with subject tutors
Wed 7 Feb 
Second Year L3 students with 
subject tutors

 Mocks will give you (and staff) 
an honest measure of your progress, 
areas of strength and those that 
require more work.

Good revision now will 
help you when you prepare for 
summer exams and give you more 
confidence.

If you miss an assessment, you 
will need to do it on your return, 
either later that week or in EXOP the 
following week.

Results will be discussed 
with you on the review day on 
Wednesday 7th February when staff 
will also confirm your final external 
exam entries and any necessary 
resits.

Finally, remember to use Unifrog 
to note which competencies/skills you 
are developing during your revision 
preparation.

Wed 7 Feb 
Review day for First Year Level 2 
students with subject tutors

 

Keeping students safe online is a key 
focus for Priestley. Although most 
young people consider themselves 
computer savvy, it is important for 
us to raise awareness of e-safety 
to ensure students are aware of 
all potential dangers. More details 
about online safety are available on 
our website.

www.priestley.ac.uk

DON’T FORGET
•  Bring your college ID card 

otherwise you might not be able 
to take the exam. If you need a 
new card ask at Student Services. 
The cost will be £3.

•  Mobile phones and MP3 players 
are banned from exams and 
should not be taken into an 
examination room. If possible do 
not bring your phone to college 
on exam day. If you do, label 
it clearly and leave at Student 
Services or the LRC reception at 
least 15 minutes before your 
exam.

•  Taking a mobile into an exam 
could lead to everyone’s results 
being declared void, not just 
yours.

•  Any drinks other than unlabelled 
water will be removed.

•  Check your exam information 
leaflet for what can and cannot 
be taken into an exam room.

•  Your mobile phone record must 
be up-to-date at college. If you 
have changed your number 
please let Student Services know 
as soon as possible.

•  If you experience problems 
getting into college for an exam 
and know you are going to be 
late, please inform the college 
straight away by phoning 01925 
624462 (put it into your mobile 
now, just in case!)

The student Spring Term Review and Catch Up Days will take place on 
6th and 7th February. Results from the Mock Assessment week will be 
discussed and external examination entries confirmed.

Review days

Stay safe online
Key dates

Thu 8 Feb 
AS Parents’ evenings (A-K)

Tues 13 Feb 
AS Parents’ evenings (L-Z)

Thu 11 Jan 
GCSE results 

THU 21 DEC - Classes close for Christmas 4pm
MON 8 JAN - Classes resume


