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Results, next steps 
and university!

WE’VE already had a lot to celebrate 
over the past year, but there’s still so 
much to look forward to in 2018.

Once again our second years 
have secured some incredible 
university places including 
Cambridge and Russell Group 
establishments.

On page 5 you can read about 
three Art Foundation students who 
have been offered places at the 
Glasgow School of Art – one of the 
best in Europe – as well as other 
college news from the past couple 
of months.

Looking forward our focus is on 
supporting and inspiring all students 
whether they be first years working 
hard to secure their place in Year 2 
or those taking their final exams and 
completing their last weeks in college.

I’d like to thank parents and 
carers for their support of our young 
people; your efforts are vital to your 
child’s success.

Students and tutors have been 
working hard to achieve the highest 
standards possible both in and 
beyond the classroom.

Now the goal is to maintain 
that momentum into the exams and 
final assessment period and I wish 
everyone well with that.

Soon, our students will be 
moving into work, apprenticeships or 
university and I’d like to wish them 
all the best for their futures.

Whichever path you take Priestley 
will be there to support you.

 

FIRST YEARS

•  Anyone who misses their targets, or wants to change their options in
  Year 2, will need to attend a registration appointment  
  - 29 to 31 August

•  Options Day is an opportunity to discuss your options for Year 2 if you have 
been unsuccessful completing your courses in Year 1 or want to change your 
subjects

  - Monday 25 June
•  If you wish to change courses there will be the chance to discuss this with senior 

staff. Changing course will involve a short interview.

welcome

THE next couple of months are full of jobs and deadlines so we thought 
it best to break them down into an easy-to-follow timeline. Remember, 
if you are unsure of anything you can ask for help in Student Services in 
Crescent Reception.
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PRINCIPAL’S



SECOND YEARS

•  Complete student finance application at www.direct.gov.uk/studentfinance  
  - 25 May

•  Results Day, support available in college for anyone going through Clearing.  
 - 16 August

TOP TIP: 
If you are taking a year out talk to us, we will still be happy to help 
with UCAS forms, personal statements etc. Please DO NOT contact 
your former personal tutor as all reference requests are dealt with in 
Student Services.

Want to withdraw from a subject?
Collect a form from Senior Tutors, have it signed by parents / carers and your 
subject tutor. This will only be allowed after you have completed all exams and 
assessments.

GCSE English and Maths
Anyone who does not have a GCSE grade C / 4 or above in English and/or 
Maths by September will need to continue studying English and/or Maths next 
year.

Heading to university? 
•  Submit first draft of personal statement 

and complete personal
  details section on UCAS website
  - before you finish for summer

•  Submit completed UCAS application 
to college

  - Friday 12 October
•  Final deadline to submit UCAS 

application to college
  - Monday 10 December

TOP TIP: 
We need a minimum 10 
working days to check 
your application, college 
reference and personal 
statement so build this 
into your plan. Submit 
your application online and 
inform your Personal Tutor.

•  Hand in all text books and 
equipment

•  Return library books or you may be 
faced with a bill before you get your 
results

•  Drop off your locker key at Student 
Services on your last day in college 
to ensure you get your deposit back

** You should note that all lockers are 
cleared out over the summer and we 
cannot be held responsible for any 
items of personal property that are 
left in term.
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If you have not applied to go to 
university this summer, and would 
like some work experience, then let us 
know. Pick up a form from Student 
Services and return it as quickly as 
possible as places are limited. Work will 
be available within most career options.

Any second year student thinking of 
progressing into a third year at Priestley 
to complete their programme will be 
required to have an interview with a 
senior tutor. More information will be 
delivered via tutor groups. Students 
on a Level 2 programme who want to 
move onto Level 3 course will be given 
information on how to do so via tutor 
groups. 

BEFORE YOU LEAVE US, 
PLEASE REMEMBER..

WORK EXPERIENCE

INTERNAL PROGRESSION

This is an early reminder for first years 
planning to apply or places at Oxbridge, 
Russell Group universities or courses 
in Medicine, Veterinary Science and 
Law. We have an internal deadline 
for applications to be completed of 
27 September. This will enable staff 
to ensure all applications are of the 
highest quality. The external deadline is 
15 October.

 

OXBRIDGE DATES



AMERICAN scouts have their sights 
set on five talented footballers from 
Priestley College.

Priestley took 17 members of its 
Football Academy to compete on Long 
Island in a tournament that attracted 
the attention of 250 American 
university coaches.

Former Hope Academy pupil 
James Sigsworth has received two 
expressions of interest including 
one from the New York Institute of 
Technology.

It was well deserved for the 
18-year-old who enrolled for a third 
year at Priestley so that he could 
benefit from the college’s new links to 
Soccer Scout USA.

Priestley was the only British 
team taking part in the competition 
and won two of four matches in the 
tournament as well as a friendly 7-1.

Priestley’s four girls joined the 
Gold Coast FC squad and Grace 
Nelson, who plays for Everton’s U23s, 
was as impressive in goal as she was 
out of it, saving four certain chances.

Five coaches expressed an interest 
in ‘signing’ Grace who is now 
considering the best step to take for 
her future in the sport.

YOUNG performers brought some 
familiar characters to life when they 
shared some Disney magic with two 
primary schools.

BTEC Performing Arts students 
from Priestley College made a 
song and dance out of the likes of 
Aladdin and The Jungle Book for the 
entertainment of around 400 children.

They also put their own spins on 
Frozen as well as Beauty and the Beast, 
weaving some moral tales into the 
classic Disney favourites.

Priestley’s Disney showcase was 
performed at St Wilfrid’s CofE School 
in Grappenhall and Bexton Primary 
School in Knutsford.

Aimee secures 
Cambridge offer

A STUDENT who enjoys solving linguistic problems has conquered one 
of the biggest challenges of all – how to secure a place at Cambridge.

FORMER Priestley students have been returning to college to help the 
current cohort secure top university places.

Aimee Cartwright, who is currently 
studying A-Levels at Priestley College, 
faced a day of interviews and tests 
at the university before receiving 
an offer.

In doing so, she becomes the 
first member of her immediate 
family to secure a place at university.

“My parents were both hoping 
I would get in, but none of us 
expected it because only one in five 
people receive an offer,” said Aimee, 
who is 18.

“I started to take an interest in 
studying at Oxbridge when I was at 
high school, but it was only when I 
took The Graduate at Priestley that 
it started to feel realistic.”

The latest was Matthew Peach 
who took time out from reading 
Biochemistry at Oxford to speak to 
those on The Graduate programme.

“We are delighted former 
students of the Graduate 
programme have visited to mentor 
this year’s cohort about preparing 
applications for university,” said 
Senior Tutor Mark Salmon.

“To hear from former Priestley 
students about their experiences 

Aimee currently studies A-Levels 
in French, English Language and 
Religious Studies at Priestley and 
needs two A*s and an A to reach 
Cambridge. In Year 1 at Priestley 
she also took Sociology and believes 
the extra AS-Level helped her 
application stand out.

She is also on Priestley’s 
Graduate programme, which is 
designed to help students secure 
places at the UK’s top universities as 
well as prepare them for if they are 
successful.

Aimee, a former Great Sankey 
High School pupil, hopes to study 
French as well as Spanish for 
Beginners at Cambridge.

Words of wisdom

and achievements is both powerful 
and inspiring.”

Matthew’s talk follows similar 
visits from Priestley alumni Greg 
Horne, now reading Law at Christ 
Church, Oxford, and Tom Fairfax, who 
is reading History at Lancaster.

Duncan Cathie also spoke to 
the Graduate students about his 
experiences studying International 
Politics and Security at Salford 
University.
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FOOTBALLERS’ 
AMERICAN DREAM

DISNEY MAGIC

Former Great Sankey High 
School pupil - Aimee Cartwright



Celebration of STEM 
at Priestley College

STUDENTS enjoyed a week of Science, Technology, Engineering and 
Maths at Priestley College.

Former students, university lecturers 
and industry experts brought their 
expertise into the classroom to help 
inspire and inform young people 
about STEM careers.

“It was a celebration of STEM, 
but also incredibly informative for 
the students. We can’t thank our 
speakers enough for the time they 
gave as I am sure they will have 
each inspired someone to pursue 
a career in industry,” said Tutor 
Shahida Khanam, who organised 
the week of activities.

Among the speakers was former 
Priestley student Callum Bate who 

is now a sound engineer. He spoke 
to Music Technology students about 

‘Digital Audio Systems and Wireless 
IEMs’.

Scientists heard from Solvay’s 
Kathryn Andrews in a talk called 

‘101 uses of hydrogen peroxide 
– a chemist’s view’ while Grace 
Rigby spoke about working in the 
environmental sector.

Professor Robert Dryfe from 
Manchester University unlocked 
the secrets of ‘Graphene and its 
application’ and there were also 
lectures for those interested in sport 
and psychology. 

THREE Priestley students have received 
offers to study in one of Europe’s 
leading universities for the visual 
creative arts.

Ruby-Rose McGann, Sophie Booth 
and Mary Davidson – all studying Art 
Foundation – were in demand after 
attending interviews at the Glasgow 
School of Arts.

Ruby-Rose and Sophie have both 
accepted their offers to study at the 
university, which counts Turner Prize 
winners, Masters of Fine Art and an 
Oscar-winning director among its 
alumni.

“Sometimes you can go to a place 
that you’ve heard is prestigious and 
it’s not all it’s cracked up to be, but 
Glasgow was everything we had 
hoped,” said Sophie, a former pupil at 
the University Academy Warrington.

Glasgow School of Arts was 
founded in 1845 as one of the first 
Government Schools of Design with a 
role in promoting good design for the 
manufacturing industries 

Mary, also a former Cardinal 
Newman pupil, has decided to study 
at the University of the Arts London, 
which is considered the world’s sixth 
best university for Art and Design.

 

AN ASPIRING musician has received a 
scholarship set up in memory of four 
former students who made up the 
band Viola Beach.

David Hindle will receive £500 to 
spend on furthering his musical career, 
which is already starting to show 
signs of promise.

Priestley College set up the 
Viola Beach Scholarship in honour 
of former students Jack Dakin, Kris 
Leonard, Tomas Lowe and River 
Reeves who sadly died last year.

“It means a great deal to receive 
a scholarship in Viola Beach’s name 
because they were a band who were 
clearly going places,” said David.

FOR some the chances of success were arguably more difficult than 
others.

Trump v Marx in Balloon Debate

But that didn’t stop everyone 
putting in their two pennies’ 
worth – and more – during a 
recent Balloon Debate held as part 
of Priestley College’s Graduate 
programme.

The challenge was to argue 
the merits of figures as diverse 
as President Donald Trump and 
revolutionary socialist Karl Marx so 
that their icon was the last man or 
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woman floating in a sinking hot 
air balloon. Everyone else would 
be thrown from that balloon to 
lighten the load as the students’ 
arguments ran out of steam.

The winner of the debate was 
former St Gregory’s RC High School 
pupil Vincent Chriscoli who argued 
the case for physician and scientist 
Edward Jenner, pioneer of the 
smallpox vaccine.

THE ART OF  
SUCCESS

A MUSICIAN  
WORTHY OF NOTE 



Please remember to check the 
information within 24 hours of the 
start time of an exam in case seat 
numbers and room changes have 
been made.

During the examination period 
students are excused morning 
lessons if they have an examination 
in the afternoon, but they should 
attend timetabled lessons once their 
examinations on any day have been 
completed.

Throughout the examination 
period students will have access to 
study and refreshment facilities even 
when classes have been suspended.

The LRC/EXOP is open until 

6pm on Mondays, Tuesdays, 
Wednesdays and Thursdays to give 
students extra opportunities to 
work late during the exam period. 

Students who miss a class 
due to examination commitments 
will not have an absence mark 
recorded in their register and 
bursary payments will not be 
affected.

Note: Any First Years who 
fail to sit exams they are currently 
enrolled for may not be able to 
return to Priestley in September 
and will need to have an interview 
with a Senior Manager before their 
place can be confirmed.

DON’T FORGET

•  Bring your college ID card otherwise 
you might not be able to take the 
exam. If you need a new card ask at 
Student Services. The cost will be £3.

•  Mobile phones and MP3 players are 
banned from exams and should not 
be taken into an examination room. If 
possible do not bring your phone to 
college on exam day. If you do, label it 
clearly and leave at Student Services or 
the LRC reception at least 15 minutes 
before your exam.

•  Taking a mobile into an exam could 
lead to everyone’s results being 
declared void, not just yours.

•  Any drinks other than unlabelled 
water will be removed.

•  Check your exam information leaflet 
for what can and cannot be taken 
into an exam room.

•  Your mobile phone record must be 
up-to-date at college. If you have 
changed your number please let 
Student Services know as soon as 
possible.

•  If you experience problems getting 
into college for an exam and know 
you are going to be late, please 
inform the college straight away by 
phoning 01925 624462 (put it into 
your mobile now, just in case!)

Examination reminders

All students will have their individual examination timetable on 
Portal. Please check these. This is especially important for students 
who have special circumstances or consideration.

BTEC results will be available on Wednesday 11 July from 12.30pm 
to 1.30pm for those who are completing a programme this year.

Exam result days at Priestley

A-Level results day is 16 August and 
we will open at 8am, AS results 
will be available from 10pm. They 
will also be available to view online 
from noon.

GCSE and BTEC Level 2 results 

will be published on Thursday 16 
August and will be available for 
collection from 9am.

Staff will be on hand to advise 
and guide those who need support 
at these crucial times.
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Classes finish for half term on Friday 
25 May at 4pm. College will be open 
again on Monday 4 June.

SPRING BANK  
HOLIDAY



During Choices Week there will be 
various activities taking place in tutorial 
and curriculum blocks, involving 
visitors from universities, employers, ex-
students and apprenticeships delivering 
sessions to help you make informed 
decisions about your future.

We expect all students to 
participate and make full use of college 
time to prepare university applications 
and to update CVs ready for the start 
of Year 2.

The focus from university 
admissions staff this year will be 
personal statements. All Year 1 Level 
3 students will need to have a draft 
to their personal tutors by the end of 
the term.

This is the final day you can discuss any 
new subjects you may wish to pick up at 
AS or V1 level during your second year. 

There will be posters around 
college and details displayed in tutorial 
newsletters and on the plasma screens 
about where you can find tutors at 
certain times of the day.

Student Services is open through the 
summer when you will be able to get 
advice on universities and employment 
applications by contacting Ian Edge or 
Charlie Dunbar.

This award-winning platform has been 
set up by the DfE and rolled out to 
schools, colleges and universities. 

Students can use it to report 
anything that is a concern to them 
and it will be monitored by key staff 
in college.

  It can also link students to relevant 
support helplines operating outside of 
college hours.

 Priestley is always keen to be 
involved in different ways to  support 
our students so will be rolling out this 
link around the Whitsun break.
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Not to be missed..

Priestley Performing Arts is proud to present ‘Fame’ and ‘Mary 
Poppins’ this summer.

Our Second Year Musical Theatre 
group will be performing teen 
musical drama Fame on 15, 16 and 
17 May.

In June it will be the turn of our 

It then opens daily until 29 June 
from 9am until 4pm and can be 
found in the Arts Centre and the 
Design Centre.

Work from A-Level, Extended 
Diploma, Art Foundation and First 
Diploma students will be showcased.

first years to take centre stage 
with their performance of Mary 
Poppins on 26, 27 and 28 of June.

Tickets will be available for 
both performances soon. 

The Annual Summer Show 
featuring fantastic work by our 
students opens on Tuesday 19 
June from 5pm until 7.30pm.

Showcase of artistic talent

CHOICES WEEK
w/c MONDAY 18 JUNE

OPTIONS DAY
MONDAY 25 JUNE

TOOTTOOT



Safeguarding and  
citizenship

PRIESTLEY values good citizenship and places the safeguarding of its 
students as a key priority.

As part of these values we require 
all students to wear their ID 
badges at all time. Spot checks 
are carried out and action will be 
taken regarding any student who is 
repeatedly found to be not wearing 
their ID.

The badges are also needed to 
access certain areas of college and 
to gain access to the campus via 
the Menin Avenue entrance.

Please can anyone who collects 
students by car not wait or turn 
around in the Colas entrance next 
to college. This has led to a few 

near misses with the lorries that 
use that driveway recently.

In college our key aim is to 
ensure students are safe and aware 
of all potential dangers and health 
risks including drug taking (both 
legal and illegal recreational drugs).

We work in partnership with 
the Cheshire Police Drugs Team 
who periodically bring in their dog 
Rufus to sweep the campus.

This is to ensure the ongoing 
safety of all our students and we 
will continue to prioritise the safety 
and health of our students.

www.priestley.ac.uk

PRIESTLEY College is backing the Support Our Sixth-Formers 
campaign ahead of a government review into how FE is funded.

Supporting our Sixth-Formers

Skills minister Anne Milton 
announced the review earlier this 
year. Alongside the post-18 review 
of education funding, she said ‘we 
are also looking at the efficiency 
and resilience of the FE sector’.

‘We need to make sure that 
existing and forecast funding and 
regulatory structures meet the costs 
of high-quality, first-class provision,’ 
she continued.

One of the ‘Support Our Sixth-
Formers’ main objectives has been 
to secure a review of sixth-form 
funding to ensure it is linked to 
the ‘realistic costs of delivering a 
rounded, high-quality curriculum.

The Support our Sixth-Formers 
campaign, also backed by the 
Association of Colleges, has been 
calling for a £200 ‘SOS uplift’ in 16-
to-18 per-pupil funding rates.

 

CLASSES UNTIL THE 
END OF THE YEAR

THERE WILL BE 
NO CLASSES

LEAVERS’ EVENT

•  Formal AS classes finish for study 
leave on Friday 18 May at 4pm. 
However, individual subjects may 
continue to hold revision sessions 
after this date. Classes will begin 
again on Monday 11 June.

•  BTEC Level 3 classes continue as 
normal until 12pm on Friday 13 July.

•  GCSE classes will continue until 8 
June (or the last exam date for each 
subject if before this date). After the 
exams all classes will continue until 
12pm on Friday 13 July.

Friday 29 June: Professional 
Development Day.
Monday 2 and Tuesday 3 July: 
Welcome Day for next year’s applicants.

A leavers’ celebration will be held at 
The Village Hotel on 25 May for those 
second year students who complete 
their studies this year. Estimated 
price of a ticket is £23 and they will 
be available from the Finance office. 
Details will be confirmed soon.

PLEASE be aware that many of the 
streets near to college now have 
restricted parking.

We have introduced a designated 
picking up/dropping off zone at the 
front of the Priestley building so 
that you can avoid being picked up 
/ dropped off in these streets, which 
can cause a hazard.

BE A GOOD 
NEIGHBOUR


