
Year 1 to Year 2 internal progression

Over the next few weeks all Year 1 students (Level 2 
and 3) will be discussing their progression options 
for next year with their Personal/Progress Tutor. Each 
student will receive a letter highlighting the outcome 
of the initial progression meeting.

Keeping abreast of what is going on in your son / daughter’s education is crucial for creating a network of 
support and focus between the college, yourselves and the student. This newsletter aims to make this a 
little easier. The ultimate goal at Priestley is to ensure every student advances academically and in ways that 
will reinforce essential skills in preparation for post 18 progression and setting them up for life in general. 
Here’s some more information about how we do this..

Choices Week is designed to give all first year 
students (including Level 2 students) face-to-face 
access to a variety of Higher Education institutions 
through the College Tutorial Programme. 

Students are encouraged to consider their 

degree options now to allow time to achieve entry 
requirements and complete any necessary extra-
curricular activities. 

Universities visiting Priestley College during 
Choices / Progression Week include:

MONDAY
Queen’s University Belfast
Talk 1 and Talk 2 - Personal Statements

Staffordshire University
Talk 1 and Talk 2 - Personal Statements

Liverpool John Moores University
Talk 1 and Talk 2 - Personal Statements

Staffordshire University Great Minds Tour Bus 
In the loading bay (front main car park near the 
Crescent Building) please visit to experience student 
life at Staffordshire University.

TUESDAY
Chester University
Talk 1 - Personal Statements
Talk 2 - A-Level/BTEC choices - How to make those 
choices and where that can take them afterwards e.g. 
Careers, University.

UCLAN
Talk 1 and Talk 2 - Personal Statements

WEDNESDAY
Northumbria University
Talk 1 - Personal Statements
Talk 2 - Learning to succeed - This session is an 
informal presentation which looks at how to make 
the most out of 6th form/college, what they can 
expect and aspects of goal setting.

Edge Hill University
Talk 1 - Personal Statements
Talk 2 - Applying for high demand courses - What is 
the difference between a competitive and a popular 
course? What factors make a course ‘selective’? This 
session explores these questions, the admissions 
processes for competitive courses and what is needed 
to make an application stand out.

THURSDAY
University of Leeds
Talk 1 - Applying through UCAS and Personal 
Statements talk - Learn the dos and don’ts of writing 
a personal statement, and find out why they form 
such a crucial part of the UCAS application process. 
Students will consider real examples and receive tips 
on preparing their own.
Talk 2 - Student Finance - The application process and 
key areas of student finance.

University of Edinburgh
Former Priestley student Joseph Pike discusses 
his English and Philosophy degree and university 
experience.
 
FRIDAY
University of Dundee    
Talk 1 - Personal Statements - Guidance for 
completing UCAS application. 
Talk 2 - Equipping students with the knowledge, skills 
and confidence to begin a successful university career. 

MMU Apprenticeships   
Higher and Degree Apprenticeships - Degree 
apprenticeships offer students the opportunity to 
gain significant work experience while studying for 
a BA/BSc Hons Degree at university. This workshop 
outlines the benefits of degree apprenticeships, an 
overview of the different apprenticeships available, a 
detailed breakdown of the application process and 
the key skills required for a successful application.

MMU    
Talk 1 - Personal Statements
Talk 2 - Choosing the right course and university 
- An introduction to the different types of courses 
and universities on offer, looking at the difference 
between campus and city-based universities and 
helping students make that all important decision: 
home or away?
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UCAS application process for current Year 1 Level 3 
students

The UCAS application process (for students applying to begin their degree 
courses in September 2019) is now open. Your son/daughter’s Personal/
Progress Tutor will guide them through each stage of the application process 
including registration before the end of the Summer term.

Student must complete the following five UCAS application sections 
before the Summer break.
1. Register on UCAS 2019 (guidance from College required)
2. Complete the Personal Details section
3. Complete the Additional Details section
4.  Complete the Education section (up to and including GCSE Level 2 

qualifications)
5.  Complete at least one first full draft of their personal statement (on 

Unifrog)

These points are part of a student’s key progression requirements to show 
commitment to the following academic year at Priestley.

Transition from Year 1 to Year 2 courses in 
the summer term

All students are expected to attend all of their 
individual subject classes, including tutorials, up 
to the end of the academic year following the 
completion of any Year 1 examinations and 
coursework deadlines. 

During the last half term, students will begin 
working on Year 2 syllabus/units as part of their Year 
2 courses. 

Positive attendance also ensures students are 
committed to their studies and allows key staff to 
make a positive assessment on their progression 
aspirations. 

University Open Days/Events for current Year 1 Level 3 students

Additional Choices/
Progression Week 

In February 2019 Priestley 
College will be introducing 
an additional Choices/
Progression Week for Year 2 
students (including Level 2). 
The focus will be on all levels 
of apprenticeships, careers, 
industry, work-related learning 
and employability skills. This, 
in addition to the Higher 
Education Choices Week in 
June, will offer our students 
a full picture of the complete 
post-Priestley progression 
landscape.

June

	
Through the weekly tutorial sessions, newsletters, 
plasma screens, posters and our Careers/Pastoral 
Team, we have been promoting university open 
events to raise student’s awareness. 

It is an important part of the process that 
students attend university promotion events/open 
days, so they can experience aspects of the campus, 
courses, faculties, accommodation etc. 

This next step in their education is an academic, 
financial and life investment that will last at least 
the next three years of their lives. 

It is important that the correct and thorough 
research be completed before making any final 
university choices on their UCAS application form.

Please search the universities web pages for 
upcoming open day dates.

Options Day - Monday 25th June 

Any student wishing to begin a new course next 
academic year must discuss this with a Curriculum 
Manager on 25th June in LC1.4 between 10am and 
3pm. If they do not attend this event, it may not be 
possible for them to add a chosen subject to their 
programme in September.
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