
Sophie Johnson has an offer 
to read Human, Social Political 

and Sciences while Kayleigh Allen 
has an offer to read Geography at 
Cambridge University.

Yi Chen Hock has received 
an unconditional offer to study 
Engineering at Cambridge and 
Georgia Brown has an unconditional 
offer to study History and French at 
Oxford.

“I am delighted to say we had 
100% success rate this year at 
Cambridge University with all three 
students applying gaining places,” 
said Senior Tutor Mark Salmon.

All of the students had taken part 

Keeping abreast of what is going on in your son / daughter’s education is crucial for creating a network of 
support and focus between the college, yourselves and the student. This newsletter aims to make this a little 
easier. The ultimate goal at Priestley is to ensure every student advances academically and in ways that will 
reinforce essential skills in preparation for post 18 progression and setting them up for life in general. Here’s 
some more information about how we do this..
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Thanks from Warrington foodbankWe need you

SIXTH form funding was subject to 
deep cuts after 2010 and the national 
funding rate for 16 and 17 year olds 
has remained frozen since 2013/14. 
The rate for 18 year olds is set at 
£3,300 per student.

We are supporting a petition that 
calls on the Government to raise the 
funding rate for 16, 17 and 18 year 
olds by at least £760 per student in the 
2019 spending review and raise it in 
line with inflation each year.

If you have time to sign this petition 
you can do so at https://petition.
parliament.uk/petitions/230140

The Oxbridge four
FOUR Priestley students had some great news this month when 
they received offers from Oxford and Cambridge.

in Priestley initiatives designed to raise 
aspirations and confidence.

These include the Graduate, HE+ 
with Cambridge University, mentoring 
schemes with Oxford students and 
staff, Oxbridge conferences, Oxnet 
interview workshops and visits to 
Oxford and Cambridge Universities.

“All of these are designed to ensure 
our students make a competitive 
application to what are amongst the 
most prestigious universities in the 
world,” said Mark.

“This commitment to the students 
reflects our determination to inspire 
them and make them realise their 
outstanding potential.”

WARRINGTON foodbank has thanked 
Priestley students, parents and staff for 
supporting them over Christmas and 
New Year.

Collections in college gathered 
275.15kgs of food, which will be used 
to feed those people in Warrington 
who, through no fault of their own, 
find themselves in hardship, distress or 
crisis.

The donations might also be used 
for the foodbank’s children’s project 
where schoolchildren receive food 
through breakfast clubs or during 

holidays for those who would normally 
receive a free school meal. “It was an 
absolute delight to meet some of the 
students who were involved in the 
campaign,” said Project Manager David 
McDonald.

“We would like to invite some of 
your students to visit our warehouse 
premises to gain a more knowledgeable 
insight to the workings of the foodbank 
warehouse and also the volumes of 
food we constantly require to be able 
to continue to feed those who need our 
service.” 
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In total, 577 applications were 
submitted. For those in Year 

2 who are not planning to go to 
university the following opportunities 
are available:
•  Discussions on future options with 

our careers advisors
•  Visiting the Skills North-West 

conference on 20th March, where 
dozens of major employers will be 
providing information on training/
apprenticeship providers
For our Year 1 students who are 

planning to go to university there will 
also be a lot of support in college 
over the coming months.

This will include:
•  Booklet for all students with 

activities to help them prepare
•  UCAS Conference in Manchester 

6th March
•  UNIFROG - the most flexible, 

detailed and up-to-date university 
search tool

The following speakers are 
scheduled at Priestley in the 
coming weeks:
•  Chris Mullen from Edge Hill to 

discuss finance and student life
•  Phil Wagg from Staffordshire 

University to discuss finance and 
student life

•  Staffordshire University’s Great 
Minds Bus Tour

•  Anna Roscoe from Northumbria 
University on accepting offers and 
what comes next

Recent speakers have included 
representatives from three different 
universities (UCLAN, Edge Hill and 
Staffordshire) who discussed the pros 
and cons of unconditional offers.

Students take next step
IF you have made any changes 
to your contact details please 
ensure your son or daughter 
gives that information to 
Student Services. You can 
contact them directly, but we 
cannot change any primary 
contacts under GDPR without 
the student concerned giving 
their consent.

IN preparation for booking your 
holidays and planned breaks, 
please click the KEY DATES button 
at the top of our website to check 
the term dates for 2019 and 
2020.

A more secure bike compound 
has been installed between the 
Lewis Carroll Building and the 
small all-weather pitch. Students 
need their ID card to enter.

Please remind your son/
daughter that college have a bank 
of D locks available to loan for an 
£8 deposit.

These are top-of-the-range, 
heavy-duty locks that will provide 
their bikes with extra protection 
from easy theft.

TOM Peers from Warrington 
Youth Club has been running a 
programme called ‘Girls Project’ 
which involves educating young 
girls on the importance of voting 
and empowerment for women. 

He will be coming into college 
to talk to our female students 
about ‘The importance of voting’, 
‘Female politicians’, ‘Women In 
Business’, ‘Female Role Models’ 
and ‘Challenging Tradition’. 

NEARLY 600 students from Priestley submitted their university 
applications ahead of the UCAS deadline.

GDPR update

College Calendar

New cycle park

Girls’ Project

2

A RECORD number of early university 
applications were delivered by this 
year’s cohort.

The number has more than 
doubled to nearly 40 early applications 
to some of the UK’s top-performing 
universities in the Russell Group.

Our figures show that around 100 
of our cohort have now applied for 
places at these universities, which 
include Leeds, Liverpool, Durham, 
Cardiff, Wawrick and York.

Russell Group universities have 
huge social, economic and cultural 
impacts locally, across the UK and 

around the globe:
•  They produce more than two-thirds 

of the world-leading research 
produced in UK universities and 
support more than 300,000 jobs 
across the country.

•  Their economic output is more than 
£32 billion every year.

•  In 2015-16, 417,000 
undergraduates and 192,500 
postgraduates were studying at a 
Russell Group university.

Each year around 500 students 
from Priestley College secure a 
university place.



ATTENDANCE is extremely important 
to the success of a student’s 
performance at college. 

We are therefore writing to 
any parents / carers whose son or 
daughter has an attendance below 
90% to raise our concerns.

If a student’s attendance drops 
as low as 90% over a year that is the 
equivalent of 19 days missed, on 
average 57 lessons.

ALL students should aim for 100% 
attendance and with that will be able 
to make the best of all opportunities 

available to them within their 
academic and extra curriculum 
programmes.

Students with good attendance 
are more likely to achieve an 
increased number of higher grades.

Poor attendance will have a 
serious impact on their education, 
work ethic and life opportunities.

Unlike some schools where 
registration is in the morning and 
afternoon, Priestley students are 
registered in every timetabled 
session.

PRIESTLEY students on the HE+ 
programme – a collaborative 
project between the University of 
Cambridge and some of the UK’s 
colleges – met for the first time 
last month.

We have 29 students on the 
programme, which involves a 
series of masterclasses with high 
fliers from other colleges.

Those taking part will also visit 
Cambridge, meeting academics 
and students.

One of the challenges is to 
produce an academic poster, 
which is assessed by Cambridge 
academics and last year Priestley’s 
Catherine Cooper was awarded 
second place out of 70 entries 
with her poster titled ‘Does urban 
planning facilitate the growth of 
the homeless community?’

Priestley will be hosting the 
finals and awards ceremony of 
this year’s HE+ programme.

FREDERIK Naftel is in college on 
the 25th February to talk to our 
students about the legacy of the 
Holocaust and Anti-Semitism. 
Frederick will talk about his own 
personal journey facing prejudice 
as well as his family experiences.

 

AS part of Priestley College’s 
safeguarding and student 
wellbeing support package, we 
have launched a new way for 
students to report any concerns 
they have to our designated 
safeguarding team. Students 
can use the ‘let us know’ email 
at any time to communicate 
worries, concerns or issues they 
have identified. 
letusknow@priestley.ac.uk

Attendance is a key to success

Universities offer words of 
advice to applicants

SOME of the UK’s top universities have visited Priestley College 
in the past few months.
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Meeting of minds

Report and support

Legacy of the 
Holocaust talk

Students have had the 
opportunity to hear from, and 

speak to, representatives from Oxford, 
Edge Hill, UCLAN and Liverpool John 
Moores.

The outreach team from Oxford 
discussed a range of exciting 
opportunities for first years. Around 

100 students attended the talks, 
which took them through the 
application process for Russell Group 
universities.

The speaker also discussed 
the careers department at Oxford 
University with guidance officers and 
progress tutors.

mailto:letusknow@priestley.ac.uk 


Students can choose from a one-
year card for just £12, a two-year 

card for £22 or a three-year card for 
only £32.

TOTUM has the best student 
discounts around that can be used 
online and in store. Top brands 
include:

TOTUM, the new name for the NUS extra card, brings over 200 UK 
student discounts and comes with one-year FREE ISIC unlocking 
over 42,000 international discounts.

• 10% off at the Co-op
• 10% off ASOS
•  25% off Odeon student priced tickets
• Up to 40% off at Las Iguanas
• 42,000 International Discounts
For more details go to > 
www.nus.org.uk/en/nus-extra/about-
the-card

 

Thursday 7th February (surnames A-K)
Tuesday 12th February (surnames L-Z)
4pm-7.30pm

The parents’ consultation evening is 
an opportunity for you to meet your 
son’s /daughter’s subject teachers 
and to discuss specific subject-related 
issues. Your son/daughter is also 
welcome to attend. 

If you are not able to make an 
appointment on these evenings 
please email to arrange a phone call/

email update. 
Additionally, as some of our 

teachers work part-time and may 
not be available, we would again 
encourage your son/daughter to 
arrange a phone call/email update. 

For these, or any other enquiries 
please email enquiries@priestley.ac.uk

Appointments are approximately 
every five to 10 minutes and your son/
daughter should make appointments 
directly with subject tutors before the 
evening.

STUDENT mentors are helping first 
years settle into college and make 
the right decisions about life after 
college. Members of Priestley’s 
Graduate programme – which 
aims to help our students reach the 
UK’s top universities – are offering 
advice and guidance about higher 
education and apprenticeships.

The 20 students went through 
three days of GRIT training to learn 
the correct protocol associated with 
being a mentor and the sensible 
advice they can offer mentees.

Peer help for studentsStudent discount card 

Parent Consultation Evening

Mock Exam follow up / Review Days / Catch Up Days
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WE have introduced a 
‘Contribution to College Life’ 
postcard, which will be awarded 
to students for achievements that 
make a difference at Priestley. 
Look out for them in the post.

ALL Level 3 students will begin a 
new tutorial structure from 4th 
February. Students will have a 30 
minute one-to-one appointment 
session (which students will be 
instructed by their personal/
progress tutor to book in on a 
rota system). 

Students will be set a range 
of independent study activities 
within the ‘Priestley Passport to 
Success’ menu of activities via 
Moodle. This was launched via 
tutorials this week. 

The ‘Passport to Success’ 
activities form a structured 
package of activities that build 
employability skills, progression 
research and develops all round 
study skills in preparation 
progression after Priestley.

Contribution to 
College Life postcards

Level 3 tutorial 
structure

STUDENTS have now completed 
their mock examinations and will 
receive feedback from their tutors 
either before or during the February 
review days – AS L2 Year 1 students 
on 7th February and Year 2 VOC 
and A-Level on 8th February.

These reviews play a key role 
in setting students’ targets in 

preparation for final exams and 
coursework deadlines. 

All students should book review 
slots with their subject tutors in 
advance. 

Students may be asked to attend 
the alternative review day and use it 
as a catch up day, if they are behind 
with college work.
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