
So far this term we have welcomed 
representatives from University of 
Central Lancashire, Dundee, Arts 
University of London, Liverpool Hope 
and Chester universities.

They have been offering advice 
on how to apply to university, 
writing personal statements, degree 
apprenticeships and early applicant 
interviews for Oxbridge.

Further talks and workshops 
will cover checking of personal 
statements, advice on what to do at 
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The Sutton Trust US ProgrammeUCAS deadlines

THERE are deadlines approaching 
for UCAS applications including our 
internal cut-off for applications of 
December 16th which must be met 
to guarantee meeting the national 
deadline.

The cost for applying to one 
university is £20, £25 for 2-5 
universities (maximum of five). 

Please advise your son/daughter to 
speak to their personal/progress tutor 
for support with their applications.

MAKING PROGRESS
THROUGHOUT the year we invite speakers and experts 
into college to help students make the right decisions 
about their future.

interviews and how to apply. Another 
tool in assisting students with making 
progress is UNIFROG, which has been 
launched for all Year 1 students.

Parental access to UNIFROG can 
be found our website.

For those students interested in 
taking an apprenticeship after college, 
we organised a trip to the National 
Apprenticeship Show at Bolton Arena. 

Major exhibitors included the 
British Army, Vodafone, TalkTalk, Coca 
Cola and Barclays.

THE Sutton Trust US Programme 
supports students from state schools 
across the UK to explore US study and 
access leading universities.

It includes two residentials in the 
UK before all students spend a week in 
the US staying on campus at a leading 
university and visiting a variety of 
others.

An optional second year of the 

programme supports students to apply 
to US universities alongside their UCAS 
options.

The programme is free for students. 
All costs are covered by the programme 
– including travel, food, accommodation, 
admissions test preparation and more.

Students must apply by January 
19th and you can find out more here > 
https://us.suttontrust.com 

Christmas cards and calenders for sale
We are currently selling Christmas cards and calenders for 2020. The cards were designed by our students 
and cost £4 per pack or £3.50 if you buy two or more packs. The calenders feature designs by BTEC 
students inspired by the subject areas in college. Calenders cost £5 and all proceeds from them, and the 
cards, go to the Priestley Education and Training Trust charity. They are available to purchase from the 
Crescent and Priestley receptions.

http://twitter.com/priestleytutor
http://twitter.com/priestleytutor
https://us.suttontrust.com


Priestley values the importance of 
excellent attendance and the impact 
poor attendance has on student 
achievement. 

 
If your son/daughter has been 

identified as needing additional 
encouragement with attendance, you 
may be contacted by the Attend Every 
Day Counts team.

Congratulations to 867 students 
who have achieved 95% or better 
attendance for the first half term.  

These students will be entered 
into the draw for the end-of-year 

attendance prizes of the following:
•  Set of driving six lessons with Bill 

Plant Driving School
• Nando’s vouchers
• M Jay’s vouchers
• Cinema tickets
• College trips/visit discount
• Free month bus pass

Every day counts  
IF you are a year 2 Level 3 student 
in Maths, Further Maths, English, 
Science or a Language then this 
could be the opportunity you 
have been waiting for. Yipiyap is a 
pathway for anyone who is:

•  thinking of progressing into 
teaching

•  looking for a year of paid work 
between college and university

•  aiming to develop team building 
and interpersonal skills

• hoping to enhance your CV
•  applying for a highly competitive 

degree (Oxbridge, Medicine, 
Dentistry, Vet Science, Law, and 
Engineering) and just miss out on 
a place 

To find out more go to http://
www.yipiyap.co.uk/about/ and 
look out for Yipiyap visits in 
college.

ALL students have been given 
information regarding the January 
2020 exams in their tutorial 
sessions. Please note that some 
exams are external and count 
towards your son/daughter’s final 
grade and for some these are 
internal mock exams and vital 
practice for the Summer series. 

Students have been shown 
how to access and view their 
exam timetable and candidate 
number via Rems Portal. Students 
can also access this information 
and Rems Portal at home via 
the link to at the bottom of the 
college website. Please encourage 
your son/daughter to check all 
of this information carefully and 
contact their personal/progress 
tutor with any queries. 

Finally, a reminder that all 
students need to be available in 
the summer up to and including 
June 24th, should any exams be 
rearranged due to any national 
disruption. Please see the Exams 
tab on the college website for 
more information on this and key 
documents for candidates.
https://www.priestley.ac.uk/
exams-and-revision/

ATTEND Every Day Counts is an independent 
company working with Priestley College to support 
students with improving their attendance.  

NEW students took part in our first Induction Days with 
Humanutopia before they started their lessons.

Exams

 Yipiyap

The sessions were designed to help 
ease students into college life and to 
have the opportunity to reflect on 

their past experiences, good and bad, 
and to have a clear focus for the year 
ahead. 

Humanutopia’s programme is 
aimed at improving mental health 
and wellbeing by empowering 
students to make positive changes 
in their lives while also giving them 
new life skills that will make them 
more attractive to employers. 

The overwhelming response was 
very positive and many students 
volunteered to become ‘Heroes’ and 
have started working with local 
schools including Bridgewater High 
School, Padgate Academy and Sir 
Thomas Boteler.  

Humanutopia

Parent governors
Following recent expressions of 
interest from two parents, we are 
pleased to be able to confirm that 
at the Board meeting on 12th 

December the following parents 
have become governors of Priestley 
College with immediate effect:
• Phil Scott: Co-opted Governor
•  Dr Peter Kahn: appointed as Parent 

Governor

http://www.yipiyap.co.uk/about/
http://www.yipiyap.co.uk/about/
https://www.priestley.ac.uk/exams-and-revision/ 
https://www.priestley.ac.uk/exams-and-revision/ 


IF you have made any changes to 
your contact details please ensure 
your son or daughter gives that 
information to Student Services. 
You can contact them directly, 
but we cannot change who the 
primary contact is under GDPR 
without the student concerned 
confirming they give their consent.

THE college recently became 
a no smoking site and we are 
very conscious this is currently 
impacting on our immediate 
neighbours as some students are 
congregating outside houses on 
Menin Avenue whilst smoking.  

We have asked our students 
to help us maintain the excellent 
relations with our neighbours and 
smoke away from this area.  

We take our role in this 
community very seriously and 
we continuously encourage our 
students to be respectful of others.

PRIESTLEY is organising a number 
of study days at University College, 
Oxford, for those students 
aiming to study at Russell Group 
universities. For more information 
or to apply for a place email Ian 
Hughes at i.hughes@priestley.ac.uk

•  Physical Sciences Study Day - Fri 
Jan 24th (applications now open)

•  Mathematical Sciences Study Day 
- Thu Feb 13th (applications now 
open)

•  Politics/Law/History Study Day* - 
Tue Feb 18th (applications now 
open)

•  English and History Study Day - Fri 
Feb 21st (applications now open)

•  Medical Science Study Day - Fri 
May 1st (application process 
coming soon)

Keeping our campus 
safe and secure

CHESHIRE Police dog Rufus 
visited college to demonstrate 
our vigilance in tackling 
drug-related issues in the 
Warrington area. 

University study days

GDPR update and 
contact details

Smoking ban on 
campusWe are finding that a number of 

students are not wearing their ID card 
and lanyards as we expect. 

To support this all students have 
received input via tutorial explaining 
why we see ID cards as important in a 
large college setting such as Priestley. 

For your information points 
covered in the session included:

•  Recognising who has the right to 
be on site and allowing staff to 
challenge those who may not.

•  In the event of a first aid emergency 
we would be able to quickly check 
for any specialist medical treatment 
required whilst awaiting the arrival 
of an ambulance. Not being able 
to identify an individual could delay 
this support being provided.

If a student forgets their ID card 
they will be issued with a temporary 
one for that day only, this temporary 
card will not have the microchip 

This is the second visit of the 
academic year and we intend to 
continue our excellent relationship 
with police and their deterrent 
schemes such as Rufus and Operation 
Sceptre (knife crime awareness).

needed to open some external doors. 
Students should then bring their 

normal ID card to college the next 
day. 

As part of the process an 
automated email will then be sent to 
parents or carers to inform them that 
a temporary card has been issued. 

We would be grateful for your 
support in speaking to your son or 
daughter should you receive one of 
these emails. 

If your son/daughter is issued a 
replacement card more than twice 
in a week this will be done at a cost 
of £5. This will be deducted from 
their deposit which was paid during 
enrolment. 

Rufus pays a visit

THE ability to quickly 
identify people on 
campus is a key part 
of the safeguarding 
strategy for Priestley 
College. 



Students can choose from a one-year 
card for just £12, a two-year card for 
£22 or a three-year card for only £32.

TOTUM has the best student 
discounts around that can be used 
online and in store. Top brands include:

• 10% off at the Co-op

TOTUM, the new name for the NUS extra card, brings over 200 
UK student discounts and comes with one-year FREE ISIC 
unlocking over 42,000 international discounts.

• 10% off ASOS
•  25% off Odeon student priced tickets
• Up to 40% off at Las Iguanas
• 42,000 International Discounts
For more details go to > 
www.nus.org.uk/en/nus-extra/about-
the-card 

Student discount card

Celebrating the Class  
of 2019
PRIESTLEY College has celebrated the record-breaking 
success of its Class of 2019 as well as 40 years of 
excellence in the town.

Students and their parents were 
joined by tutors, award sponsors and 
local dignitaries at St Elphin’s Church 
for the college’s annual awards.

Addressing the students, Principal 
Matthew Grant complimented them 
on achieving Priestley’s best ever 
A-Level results and an excellent set of 
vocational marks.

“I thank you for being a wonderful 
group of young adults who make my 
job, and that of my colleagues, such 
a rewarding one,” he said.

Those who received awards 
represented all Priestley students who; 
achieved in exams and coursework, 
competed on sports fields, shone in 
performances, overcame personal 
challenges, completed the Duke of 
Edinburgh Award and tackled Science 
and Maths Olympiads.

Congratulations also went to the 
football team who won the Cheshire 
Cup and got to the national final as 
well as artists who produced work 
that was displayed in the town’s 
indoor market and at Alexandra 
Palace, London.

Others secured places at 
university, apprenticeships or 
employment, and there was 
recognition for those who won 
the Barclays Tech Challenge, took 
part in Mooting competitions and 
represented Priestley in Parliament 
and at the Ministry of Defence.

Warrington Wolves – who run 
a rugby academy at the college – 
brought the Challenge Cup to the 
event in recognition of the fact three 
former Priestley students played a 
part in their winning run.

PRIESTLEY is committed to 
providing every learner, and their 
parents, information about future 
study options and labour market 
opportunities.  

This information - including 
progression options - is available 
on every course profile page on 
our website. 

It allows you to research 
Labour Market Information, study 
options, apprenticeships, higher 
education courses, and careers.

Labour market 
information

WE have refurbished the 
downstairs of the LRC with the 
aim of creating a bright, vibrant 
space as well as a central hub for 
college admissions events. 

New furniture and fittings 
have been installed including a 
central reception, silent study and 
computer work stations, seating 
areas, new storage facilities, a 
Wellbeing Hub and College 
Council contact point. 

A new colour scheme and 
artwork by our students has really 
enhanced the space and brought 
it up to date. 

Feedback from users and from 
visitors has been very positive and 
the refurbishment has had a great 
impact, further refurbishment will 
take place upstairs.

LRC developments
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A Wellbeing Hub has been set 
up in the LRC where both staff 
and students can access useful 
information on improving 
wellbeing and accessing support.

Staff will be available to 
support students before, during, 
and after the mock exam period. 

Wellbeing Hub
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