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Initials of Chair 

Priestley College – Quality and Standards Committee 

Minutes of the Meeting held on 19 June 2019   

 

Present: Bev Scott-Herron (Chair), Sheila Yates, Oliver Lister, Paula Le Flohic, Chris Hillidge,       

Dr Mike Hartill     

Student Representatives: Sophie Johnson  

In Attendance: George Contos, Mark Eccleston, Carol Blinkhorn (Minutes) 

 

 

1 Apologies for Absence 

Apologies received from Ms Simcock, Mr Brennan and Ms Collar.   

 

Mrs Yates reported that Ms Simcock had planned to attend what would have been her last Quality 

and Standards Committee after some 22 years as a governor but unfortunately was unwell.         

Ms Simcock had taken the difficult decision not to renew her term of office due to personal 

circumstances.  On behalf of Ms Simcock, Mrs Yates expressed thanks to everyone on the 

Committee for their continued support and wished them well for the future.  Ms Simcock is 

planning to attend the Governing Body meeting on 4 July.  

 
2 Declarations of Interest 

No declarations of personal or pecuniary interest in the matters to be discussed were made.  

 

3 Minutes of the Meeting held on 13 February 2019 

The minutes of the meeting held on 13 February 2019 were agreed as a true and accurate record 

and signed by the Chair.  

 

4 Matters Arising  

There were no matters arising.  

 

5 Ofsted Inspection Update 

Mr Contos reported receipt of the College’s draft Ofsted report which has been returned with some 

10 factual suggested amendments.  We await the final report expected next week.  Mr Contos 

reported the Ofsted inspection took place week commencing 13 May with 5 Inspectors.  Telephone 

call received whilst at the College’s Governor training day.  He noted the outcome we feel is fair 

and overall positive.  Overall effectiveness – Good. The process was a challenge and timing was an 

issue as we had to provide clean timetables for classes that were still running given AS were on 

study leave and some vocational courses had been completed.  Only 36 lesson observations or 

walkthroughs out of a College, which provides for some 2000 students. 

 

Mrs Scott-Herron expressed thanks to the team as she understood the time pressures and the 

imminent move from the old framework to the new framework.   

Mrs Scott-Herron challenged about areas of improvement and Mr Contos noted he has been 

working on action plans and indeed is looking to advertise project posts associated with progress 

in year.  
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Mrs Scott-Herron proposed, moving forward, that this Committee take place when data capture 

takes place.  Action Mr Contos.  Mr Contos reported data capture points will be reviewed at 

cluster level and cluster meetings schedule set.  

 

Mrs Yates gave feedback from the Governor session with the Inspectors and highlighted the 

criticism that Governors do not have sufficient understanding of FE. Governors were questioned 

about the grade 1 for outcomes, although achievement is high, the value added is not good 

enough.  The Inspector accepted the argument that we are a hybrid College.  Governors 

challenged on Alps and on evidence that individual subjects had failed over a number of years to 

improve and do we need representation from FE sector. 

 

As a response to the above: 

 

Mrs Yates noted that as Chair of the Quality and Standards Committee for the Trust, all trustees 

and all governors need to be up to date with the new framework and a training session across the 

Trust will be arranged.  Mainly because of the framework changing, to put Quality and Standards 

higher up the agenda. Action Mrs Yates.  Bespoke Ofsted training for Priestley.  Action Mr Contos 

Mr Hillidge proposed CPD for governors on aspects of quality assurance.  Action Mr Contos 

 

Mrs Yates reported on feedback from Ms Simcock that there had been a number of presentations 

over the year but sometimes when a colleague comes to a meeting, to make sure if you have 

presentations that they are time limited and focused.  Dr Hartill concurred he would welcome this. 

Action for Mr Contos.  

 

Mrs Yates commented given the very specific concern expressed by the Inspector about value 

added, should Quality and Standards have for each meeting a cause for concern list ie these are 

the subjects that were an issue last year, where are we in year and also to provide the Alps record 

for the previous 3 years.  Mr Hillidge suggested something similar to the scorecard used within the 

Trust.  

Action for Mr Contos to produce a new report with a greater focus on progression in year and 

KPI’s. 

 

To the question around do we need someone with an FE background – Dr Hartill commented he 

would feel more comfortable with someone from FE on board. Action for Mrs Yates/Mr Contos 

 

6 Policy review: 

a) Safeguarding Policy 

Mr Eccleston highlighted organisation name change, additional Safeguarding Leads listed 

and a section has been added on CPOMS. 

The Committee approved the proposed changes to the Safeguarding Policy.  

 

b) Learning Support (Bursary) Funds  

Mr Eccleston reported the current Learning Support (Bursary) funds Policy has been 
amended in line with ESFA guidance 2019.  
The Committee approved the proposed changes to the Learning Support (Bursary) Funds  

Policy.  
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7 Careers Strategy  

Mr Eccleston commented on the events, activities and careers guidance which is published on the 

College’s website, as well as the impact of the Careers Programme.  He noted appointment of 

Industry Placement Coordinator – Pam Gardner and the IAG team promoting Careers Guidance.  

Governors received the Careers Strategy for information. 

 

Mrs Scott-Herron noted the work with schools is great and challenged how is this referenced 

across TCAT – how is it captured?  Mr Eccleston responded activities logged against Gatsby 

benchmarks which has been ongoing since September.  Mr Edgington, Senior Tutor for Work 

Related Learning and Enrichment has generated a Google form, which is used to capture anything 

in-house.  

 

Mr Hillidge challenged are Oxford activities referenced on the Strategy.  Mr Eccleston responded 

yes under UCAS and listed under Gatsby.  

 

8 Quality Update – Btec 

Mr Contos noted this new report provides information on the external verification of the College’s 

vocational provision.  Mr Contos is working with Vocational Coordinator Rachel Williamson to 

integrate into in year progress.  The report is very strong, with no actions from external verifiers. 

 

Dr Hartill challenged what value is it for us? Mr Contos replied it shows how robust our vocational 

provision is against awarding bodies external checks on our systems. 

 

Governors expressed their thanks to Rachel Williamson. 

 

9 Student Retention and Attendance Update  

Mr Contos commented on student attendance - overall this year – Periods 1-5 – 0.23% up on last 

year (2018-19 – 89.00% compared to 2017-18 – 88.77%). 

 

Student Retention by bodies - .8% down on last year – as at 2 June 2019 – 95.2% compared to 

96% as at 25 May 2018.  

 

Student Retention by enrolment – overall 95.5% this year compared to 96% last year.  

 

Dr Hartill asked can we have longer periods ie year on year rather than just one year. 

Action Mr Contos.  

 

10 Student Recruitment and Curriculum Update   

Mr Contos reported a positive picture and as of today, overall we are 7% up on applications and 

11% up on acceptances.  Mr Contos also noted that demographically this year is at its lowest, then 

after this year numbers are scheduled to rise. 

 

11 Any Other Business 

There was no other business. 
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12 Date and Time of the Next Meeting 

To be confirmed. 
 

The meeting closed at 5.45 pm  

 

 

Action Log – June 2019 

  

No. Description  Responsible 

1 To schedule Quality and Standards meetings around data capture 

points and to consider a 5th meeting  

Mr Contos 

2 Implication for the Full Board and to raise profile of Quality and 

Standards on it  

Mrs Yates 

3 Ofsted training for all governors and CPD on aspects of quality 

assurance  

Mr Contos  

4 Presentations at Quality and Standards to have greater clarity and 

timely focussed  

Mr Contos 

5 To produce a new report to show value added and with a greater focus 

on progression in year and KPI’s. 

Mr Contos 

6 To look at whether it would be appropriate to have a representative 

with FE background  

Mrs Yates / 

Mr Contos 

7 Student Retention reports to show retention year on year  Mr Contos  

 


