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20 May 2020   

 
 

Dear Student, Parent and Carer  
  

It is hard to believe that it is now some 8 weeks since the country moved into lockdown. I do hope this letter 

continues to find you and your family and friends safe and well. We reach out to everyone who has 
encountered loss or who is suffering with illness at this time.  

 
Now that the Government has announced its ambition for schools and colleges to begin preparing for a gradual 

re-opening from 1 June, I believe the time is right to update you on Priestley’s current position and on a 

number of other key matters.  
 

College Opening  
 

As we prepare for a gradual re-opening for teaching and/or face to face contact you can be assured that 

Priestley College and The Challenge Academy Trust will:  

• Follow the latest Government advice and guidance (which is being updated daily at the moment)  

• Proceed with caution at every stage of the re-opening process  

• Continue our preparations for the safe return of staff and students to ensure we are ready to move when 

the time is right 

• Only open for students when national authorities deem it safe to do so for staff  

• Only open for students when national authorities deem it safe to do so for students  

• Ensure any “face to face contact” is meaningful and manageable  

• Ensure that the online offer for those not attending college remains meaningful and purposeful for those 

whose learning programme has not been “completed” 

• Continue to communicate with all stakeholders and other schools and colleges to ensure best practice is 

shared and resources are put to best use  

Within Warrington, as so many primary schools have a two week half term planned, it has been agreed that it 

will not be until the week commencing 8 June that schools will be open for more pupils.  
 

In addition, the Government have stated that they will be re-assessing the national position on 28 May to see if 
its conditions for the gradual re-opening of schools and colleges have been met.  

 

At this stage we have no specific plans for students to return to Priestley for “face to face” contact but we are 
exploring a number of options for those students whose programme has not been completed or who are about 

to begin the second year of their course. We will update you as soon as our plans are formalised following the 
Government update on 28 May. 
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Centre Assessed Grading  

 
The Centre Assessment Grading (CAG) process is now well underway. Ofqual have now issued advice and draft 

guidance relating to vocational and other qualifications not covered by their previous guidance. However, we 

are still awaiting final guidance from some Awarding Bodies and Ofqual as to how this process is to be 
completed for many courses.  

 
AS, A Level results and those for all other Level 3 qualifications including BTEC and OCR Diplomas will be 

released on 13 August and GCSE and all other Level 2 results on 20 August.  

 
We are still awaiting more information as to how a September examination round might be conducted for those 

students who feel the grade they are awarded underestimates their ability.  
 

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs) 

 
We have been really pleased that so many students, parents and carers have been visiting our FAQs sections on 

our website, these are updated regularly. Your feedback is very much appreciated and we are regularly 
updating these as more guidance/information is released nationally. Remember, our FAQs cover topics such as: 

• How will students be graded for their subject/courses 

• University admissions  

• Progression to your next year at Priestley  

• Completing coursework and assessments  

• There is now also a section dedicated to applicants for next year 

 
Completing Programmes of Study and Online Learning  

 

I would like to take this opportunity to congratulate and thank every student who has continued to work in 
these difficult circumstances to complete the learning of their full programme. The staff at Priestley have been 

really impressed with how our students have got to grips with remote learning. It is also very clear that the vast 
majority of students have been really determined to keep working right to the end of their planned studies.   

 

Year 2 Level 3 Students: The Final Week 
 

As we approach the May “half term” A Level and Year 2 Level 3 vocational students would normally be 
undertaking revision tasks and completing final assignments and looking forward to “leaving” Priestley with the 

Leavers’ Ball in June.  
 

Most Year 2 courses will have officially have been “completed” by 23 May and your teachers will let you know 

as soon as this is the case.  
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In early June your Progress or Personal Tutor will be in touch to check on how your plans for next year are 

progressing. In the meantime, do not forget to contact Ian Edge or Charlie Dunbar if you have questions about 
employment, apprenticeships or universities. Their direct emails are i.edge@priestley.ac.uk or 

c.dunbar@priestley.ac.uk  

 
Year 1 Level 3 Students: Starting Year 2 and Looking Ahead to September 2020 

 
If you are in the first year of a Level 3 programme our first priority has been to ensure that you completed Year 

1 of your programme. By now many of you would have sat AS examinations and completed final Year 1 

assignments. Your teachers will inform you when a Year 1 programme has been “completed” but it is worth 
noting that a number of Year 1 vocational programmes will continue well into June, in line with our normal 

planning.  
 

Your Year 2 work will begin during the week commencing 1 June for A Levels and vocational programmes 

where the Year 1 course has been “completed.” It is really important that students are fully committed and 
engaged with this work as it is the key to building a strong foundation for a successful second year. Support will 

continue to be provided by all of your tutors and you should contact them if you have any questions about the 
new work set.  

 
At this stage we are planning to continue with remote learning. Plans are however being made to facilitate 

some appropriate face to face contact wherever possible before the end of this academic year and we will keep 

you updated as our plans take shape.  
 

If you are struggling with working from home, in addition to some “face to face” sessions we are planning to 
open up areas of the College such as the LRC for students to work from College. Initially students would have 

to book a time and day. Any student who feels they would benefit from this facility should let their Progress or 

Personal Tutor know by 28 May so that appropriate arrangements can be made.  
 

As you know, as we start to look ahead to the next academic year, Progress or Personal Tutors will be 
contacting Year 1 students to discuss their proposed internal progression options. This process began on the 11 

May.  
 

The Graduate and STEM teams are putting together exciting activities that will help to prepare you for Year 2 

and university applications, so don’t forget to look out for those too.  
 

Level 2 Students: Progressing to Level 3 or Moving On and Virtual Priestley 
 

Our Level 2 students are also completing or have completed their courses at Priestley and teachers will notify 

you as soon as a course has been deemed “completed”.  
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Level 2 student Progress and Personal Tutors are currently in the process of contacting all Level 2 students to 

discuss options for next year. In addition, all Level 2 students have been invited to sign up for our Virtual 
Priestley website which will be launched on 1 June. If you’ve not already done so, please do sign up as you will 

be able to get an insight into all of our Level 3 courses and also have the opportunity to explore enrichment 

activities.  
 

University Applications:  UCAS Update September 2020 and September 2021 Entry 
 

For students looking to progress to University in 2021, the UCAS process commenced on Tuesday 19 May when 

UCAS Apply 2021 opened. We will be issuing advice and guidance to all Year 1 Level 3 students as soon as we 
know how the new admissions cycle works.  

 
For those keen to start the process there is material on the Year 1 tutorial Google Classroom and FAQs.  Any 

students considering applying to Oxford or Cambridge Universities or for Dentistry, Veterinary or Medicine 

course should note that the early 15 October application deadline remains in place. We will be issuing more 
information regarding early UCAS applications shortly.  

  
Any Year 2 Level 3 student still looking for a place for this September needs to remember that the new Clearing 

Plus service launches in July. This will allow students to match interests and potential grades to any available 
places at UK universities. Note: this is a new UCAS service that will supplement Clearing and the exact details as 

to how it will operate are not yet clear. It will generate available suitable places and if a student declares an 

interest in a particular course, the university will decide whether to contact the student to discuss a potential 
offer.  

 
Those looking to go to university this September should remember that the final deadline for applying for 

Student Finance is 22 May. If your household income has fallen by 15% or more due to Coronavirus you will be 

able to adjust your application at a later date but the deadline has not been moved. Please continue to monitor 
our FAQs for further updates on university applications. 

 
Wellbeing and Support 

 
The package of activities aimed to support your wellbeing is being added to all the time and can be found on 

the College website https://www.priestley.ac.uk/wellbeing-and-support/ and on the Tutorial Google Classroom 

forums to support you at this time. 
 

Meal vouchers for those entitled to Free School Meals will continue to be emailed directly to eligible students 
through to the end of June even if your course has been “completed.” Unfortunately, in line with Government 

guidance we are unable to issue a voucher for the May half term week. However, Priestley will be making an 

additional one off payment from our Bursary fund at this time.  
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Financial Hardship: If you are struggling financially at this time please contact your Progress or Personal 

Tutor or use our Student Welfare email in the first instance. We may be able to help via College or PETT 
bursaries.  

 

IT Support: Students that have previously requested the loan of a College laptop have been contacted and 
collections arranged. If you are still struggling with internet access and/or require support please contact your 

Progress or Personal Tutor in the first instance.   
 

More questions or concerns 

If you have any further questions, email into one of our two dedicated email addresses to help us manage the 
flow of information during this time. Your questions will also help us to update the website 

 
These are: 

• studentwelfare@priestley.ac.uk  which is for any pastoral concerns  

• collegework@priestley.ac.uk  which is for any concerns relating to studies  

Celebrating Your Time at Priestley 
 

Unfortunately, we are unable at this time, to make any plans to say a formal congratulations and goodbye to 
those students who will be leaving Priestley this summer. However, we are looking forward to celebrating your 

achievements and time at Priestley, and in particular 2019/20 in one way or another as soon as possible.  

 
If you have any particular memories or even photographs from your time at Priestley that you would like to 

share with us, please pass them to your Progress or Personal Tutor in the first instance. 
 

A celebration of our A Level Art, Graphics and Photography student work can be seen now by visiting our 
website or clicking www.priestley.ac.uk/art-galleries/  the quality and range is truly amazing.  

 

As always, my thanks and appreciation for your continued support at these challenging times. 
 

Yours sincerely  
 

Matthew Grant 

Principal – Priestley College 
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