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UNIVERSITY AND PROGRESSION

Covid-19 update
Assistant Principal Sarah Graham recorded this message for students as we 

neared the end of the second lockdown. Since preparing the video The Government 
has said that exams will go ahead in England in 2021. It covers some of the 

restrictions in place in college as a result of Covid-19 and how students should be 
preparing for their exams.

Exams 2021 – Q&A for parents
In light of the impact of Covid-19 the Department for Education has prepared the 

following Q&A for parents > Q&A

Meet the Tutor Event Survey
Many thanks to those Year 1 parents and carers who attended the ‘Meet the Tutor’ 
event on 12th November. We would very much appreciate your feedback on the 

event so please take a moment to fill out this short survey > click here

For more exam information and support resources, please see the College exam 
page > click here

Top attending students
 Congratulations to the 851 students who achieved an overall attendance of 95% or 

above in half term 1 (September to October 2020). 40 students have been drawn 
out to receive a £10 high street voucher. Those students should go to the Senior 

Tutors’ office to collect their prize the next time they are in college. Click here to see 
if your son or daughter is a lucky winner. 

Following the Christmas break we will be sending out another batch of top 
performing congratulatory attendance letters to any students who have achieved 

95% or above in half term 2 (January to February 2021).

Totum discounts for Christmas
 An opportunity to make yourself some big savings in the run-up to Christmas, 

whether it’s laptops, gaming consoles, fashion, beauty products, home electronics, 
subscription services and more, you’re pretty much guaranteed to pick up a bargain 

for a fraction of its normal price.

Student Surveys REMINDER
 Reminder to all students to complete the following student surveys before 

Christmas for a chance to win either ‘M*JAY’S / High Street or Nando’s vouchers! 
To log in to the survey use your college username (which is your initials and student 

ID number) > click here

Request support from our Wellbeing Team
We’ve created a way for you to request support for your 
son or daughter from our wellbeing team.You can find out 
more in the following video > click here

Accessing Labour Market information
 Priestley is committed to providing every learner and their parents/carers, information 

about future study options and labour market opportunities. This information – including 
progression pathways – is available on every course profile page on our website. It 

allows you to research Labour Market information, study options, apprenticeships, higher 
education courses and careers. Find out more about the support > click here

Paying for your UCAS application if you are on Bursary
 If you receive a bursary please see Kim Payton at the Senior Tutors’ reception and she 

will explain how the cost of UCAS can be covered.

Aim high! 
 If you have predicted grades that seem likely to allow you to think about a top university 

(As and Bs) then go for it! You can make five applications and there is nothing wrong 
with chancing your arm with an aspirational choice. Last year our students received 

more than 300 offers from Russell Group universities and 13% of all our students going 
to Further Education went to those top establishments!

University information 
You can find details about university applications, frequently asked questions, etc

> click here
Your son/daughter can access a lot of information on the Year 2 Google Classroom 

> click here

UCAS university applications
 Two vital dates are approaching:

 14th December
Priestley’s internal deadline for guaranteed submission of applications in time to meet 
the UCAS deadline. We have hundreds of applications and we need to check them all 

carefully so we need to allow time for doing this.

 15th January 
UCAS national deadline. Applications must be submitted by the deadline in order to 

guarantee being considered by universities. You can apply afterwards, but universities 
do not have to consider your application. Please try to meet the deadlines as the 

checking and consideration of applications hinges on this.

UCAS payment reminder
 UCAS applications cost £20 for an application to one institution and £26 for 

between two to five institutions (five is the maximum allowed). Only pay once you 
have agreed your application with your personal/progress tutor. Paying does not 

send it to UCAS, the college needs to do that.

Helping you to support them

This year has been extra stressful, especially for parents. With so much uncertainty, 
it’s entirely normal for your child to be finding things difficult and for you to be unsure 

how best to look after their mental health and wellbeing, as well as your own. 

It’s not easy, but you’re doing the best you can and you deserve credit. Whatever 
you and your child are dealing with, you are not alone. 

We’re here for you and we have lots of advice and practical tips that can really 
help. Use our new Supporting Parents Helpfinder to find the support that is right for 
you and your child, whatever they’ve been going through during the pandemic.

Members from Warrington Youth Club have recently formed a new group called Youth 
Watch. The group has spent the last few weeks designing a survey, in conjunction with 

HealthWatch Warrington, with the aim to get some much-needed feedback, from a youth 
perspective, about the health and social care services they access in Warrington.  

Click here to take the survey.

Start of Term - January 2021

WEEK 1
Mon 4 Jan and Tue 5 Jan - Year 2 on site and Year 1 online*

Wed 6 Jan, Thu 7 Jan and Fri 8 Jan AM only - Year 1 on site and Year 2 online*

WEEK 2
Fri 8 Jan 12pm - Mon 18 Jan 4pm - Subjects with Mock Exam / External Exam:

Mock exam / external exam timetable will be available on Portal.

Subjects without a Mock Exam or External Exam:
Lessons for these subjects will follow the mock exam timetable. Your teachers will 

let you know when you need to be in college.

WEEK 3
Tue 19 Jan onwards - Return to model of week in college, week online. 

Starting with YEAR 2 this week in college *

*Those subjects that are in college full-time will remain in college full-time.

Parents’ Consultation Evening Year 2 and Level 2

 Tue 8 December
Thu 10 December 

4pm-7.30pm
The parents’ consultation evening is an opportunity for you to talk with your son’s / 

daughter’s subject teachers and to discuss specific subject-related issues. Your son 
/ daughter is also welcome to join the conversation.

If you are not able to make an appointment on these evenings please email to 
arrange a phone call / email update. Additionally, as some of our tutors work part-
time and may not be available, we would again encourage your son / daughter to 

arrange a phone call / email update. For these, or any other enquiries, please email 
enquiries@priestley.ac.uk

Appointments are approximately every 10 minutes.
Please make yours via our online booking system. If you haven’t received 

confirmation of this please contact the college ASAP.

Accessing your child’s performance data
Here is a short video that will talk you through how to access and understand your 

son or daughter’s performance monitoring data. The information includes a a report 
on their performance and effort.

Parent Conference - UCAS and Personal Statements

https://youtu.be/XDGUcO8MIEc
https://youtu.be/Q4Qq0-3gnXE
http://www.twitter.com/priestleysfc
https://www.facebook.com/PriestleyCollegeWarrington
https://www.priestley.ac.uk
https://content.govdelivery.com/attachments/UKDFE/2020/12/04/file_attachments/1617321/Exams%202021%20-%20QA%20for%20parents.pdf
https://forms.gle/wfUxeXhjCqPBHKXm8
https://www.priestley.ac.uk/exams/
https://youtu.be/Q4Qq0-3gnXE
https://www.qdpsurvey.co.uk/OnlineQuestionnaire?sid=16698
https://www.priestley.ac.uk/wellbeing-and-support/
https://www.priestley.ac.uk/career-advice/
https://www.priestley.ac.uk/parents/#1582543691510-fd0d34d6-04fa
https://classroom.google.com/c/NDMyNjUzNDc2MTha
https://youngminds.org.uk/supporting-parents-helpfinder/?utm_source=enewsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=supporting_parents&utm_content=december20
https://engagingcommunities.researchfeedback.net/s.asp?k=160466812596
https://www.totum.com/
https://www.priestley.ac.uk/student-life/college-council/
https://www.insidehighered.com/blogs/student-affairs-and-technology/wearehe-fragmentation-will-damage-uk-universities
mailto:enquiries%40priestley.ac.uk?subject=
https://youtu.be/NG4r7m9_lVo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PAwitd6HJxM&feature=emb_title

