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Dear students, parents and carers,
                             
I hope that you have had a good Christmas break and are looking forward to the New Year.

You will no doubt have seen the government’s announcement yesterday about the start of term and the testing programme that is due to 
start from January. As a result of this announcement I write to inform you that from Monday 4 January to Friday 8 January, all lessons will 
take place remotely. 

The government has made this decision to give schools and colleges time to set up testing programmes for asymptomatic staff and 
students. As you might expect, such an undertaking will require careful planning and preparation. We will need to consider location, 
staffing requirements, training and resource implications. Further details on these arrangements will be shared next week. 

In summary:

4-8 January
· All lessons will be delivered remotely via Google Classroom.
· Students should follow their normal College timetable and registers will be taken.
·  Students are expected to attend all lessons as per their timetable. (Our expectations for 100% attendance are no less than if students 

were on site).
· All external examinations will take place as planned.
·  If you or your sons/daughters are struggling to access lessons remotely or struggling to work from home (for example through lack of IT 

equipment) please contact your Personal/ Progress Tutor. 

Mock examinations
·  When we return to College on Monday we will look at the impact of the government announcement on our plans for mock examinations. 

I know that students have been working hard to prepare for these and you will know that these are due to start on Friday. Current 
thinking is that we will postpone these by a week to enable the testing programme to start but I will write to you early next week with 
further details.

·  In the meantime, please use your study periods outside of timetabled lessons to continue to prepare for the mock examinations. (As a 
reminder, if you have any external examinations these are going ahead as planned).

UCAS
·  For Year 2 students who are still in the process of applying for Higher Education via UCAS and require support completing their form, 

please contact your Personal / Progress Tutor for advice and guidance.

Work placements
The advice to those students on or about to start placement is to get in contact with the setting to ask if they should attend as agreed 
and, if so, ask if any other requirements are expected of them. If you have any concerns, please email Senior Tutor Mark Edgington at 
m.edgington@priestley.ac.uk

Once again, may I wish you and your families a very safe and happy New Year.

James Gresty
Principal

31 December 2020
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