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You can also get the latest news
from Priestley College on our
website priestley.ac.uk

Welcome from 		
the Principal
The Priestley College experience is all about you. From the moment
you apply to the day you pick up your results our goal is to inspire,
challenge and support to ensure you reach your full potential.
I am proud to be the principal of a college where its students are
treated as individuals, not numbers.
Where you will receive our full support, advice and guidance
whatever route you decide to take when you leave us.
Upon choosing Priestley you will not only benefit from a top-class
education, but also the chance to make friends and memories that
will last for life.
Priestley is a modern and diverse college where your happiness is
paramount. We believe a happy student is a successful student.
Our tutors are not only experts in their subjects, but specialise in
sixth form education so understand how to get the best for you.
They will guide you through your time in class and when it comes
to life after, be there to advise you whatever path you take, whether
that is onto a degree, into employment or an apprenticeship.
You will have more independence than you are used to at high
school and this not only prepares you for the next steps such as
university, but also for life.
If you have visited our campus already, you will have noticed what
a friendly atmosphere that surrounds the outstanding college
community.
We are just a few minutes walk from Stockton Heath and 15 minutes
from Warrington Town Centre so our students enjoy a quiet campus
with access to the wider community.
I am delighted you are considering joining us and I wish you all the
best for the coming months.
If you have any questions about our courses or college life please
email admissions@priestley.ac.uk and someone will get back to you.

JAMES GRESTY
PRINCIPAL

Message from the
College Council
You have more than likely come to realise that your time studying
at Priestley will be a positively unique experience; different to
anything you’ve been through before. It is reassuring to look back
at the impressive record of the college, but the transition from high
school can still be a daunting one.
We would like you to know that Priestley supports you every step
of the way, making sure the transition to college is as smooth and
easy as possible.
We were in your position this time last year and are aware of how
challenging this step can be so we are here to guide you as best
we can.
There is an inclusive, fun atmosphere here; everyone gets along
and there is a mutual respect between students and teachers.
You will have your voice heard at Priestley no matter how big or
small the issue thanks to the College Council, who will take your
ideas and suggestions directly to the principal and governors.
We encourage as many of you as possible to join the upcoming
College Council where you will work with like-minded students to
improve college life for yourself and your peers.
We promote respect and diversity and represent all of our
students; something that we have worked on this academic
year through Priestley Pride. We will continue to work on this
programme to ensure the comfortable and accepting environment
continues within college.
So choose Priestley and not only will you achieve your full
potential, you will also feel part of something incredibly special.

PEDRO SANTOS AND ABBIE LUCOCK
PRESIDENT AND VICE PRESIDENT
OF THE COLLEGE COUNCIL
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A proud history
A history to celebrate and a future that looks bright
At Priestley we focus on your future, but we are also proud
of our past and consistent record of high achievement. It
seems fitting that a college named after the scientist who
discovered oxygen now provides some of the finest science,
technology, engineering and maths education in the country!
Priestley’s history is certainly full of landmarks so here is a
brief look back at our proud heritage.

2019 - Priestley recorded its best ever set of A-Level
results alongside some excellent vocational results.

1733 - Joseph Priestley was born and later his name would
be taken by the college. Priestley discovered oxygen in
1774 and was a pioneer in teaching modern history and the
sciences. He was also a founder member of the American
Constitution.

2019 - Ofsted praise Priestley in its latest report saying:
“Teachers ensure students develop the skills and
knowledge they need to be successful in their qualifications
and in their working life.”

1979 - The sixth forms at Boteler Grammar School and

2020 - James Gresty is appointed principal and promised

Warrington High School are merged to form Priestley
College. There were around 350 students under the
headship of David Henderson.

1991 - Priestley became a self-governing independent
corporation. Now part of the Further Education sector.
Mid 90s - Adult evening classes were introduced.
2002 - David Henderson retired after overseeing a steady
growth of students to just over 1,000.
2003 - The Sports Centre opened complete with
basketball court and gym.
2007 - An Ofsted inspection found that Priestley was an
‘outstanding’ college ‘where every learner matters’, under
Principal Mike Southworth.
2007 - The Crescent Building opened providing a new,
modern façade to the campus. It provides more than 20
classrooms and a popular café space.

2009 - More than 2,000 students now attend the college,
the increase in numbers due to performance, campus
investment and variety of courses.
2014 - The £1.5million Lewis Carroll Building was opened
by guest of honour Dr David Whan, a trustee of the New
Engineering Foundation. It became the centre for Priestley’s
IT and Computing courses.
2015 - Matthew Grant became principal and went on to
oversee the formation of The Challenge Academy Trust.
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2015 - Priestley became the first college in the country
to be awarded STEM Assured Status and also received the
Matrix accreditation in honour of the quality of its advice and
guidance.

to continue the mission of academic excellence for all.

2021 - Priestley teachers win a national award
commending their efforts to maintain standards of education
during the pandemic.

Secure your place
Key steps on your way to starting college
Securing your place at Priestley College is straightforward,
particularly if you follow the recommended steps.
We suggest you apply early to avoid disappointment.
Submitting an application does not commit you to 		
studying at Priestley, but does reserve your place subject
to entry requirements.
There are also several opportunities during the year to change
the subjects you wish to study so don’t worry if you are
uncertain about your choices when you apply. These are the
key steps and dates during the admissions process:

OPEN EVENTS
Visit Priestley’s campus, talk to students and teachers, hear
from the principal and find out more about the subjects,
courses and enrichment activities on offer.
Tuesday 5 October
Wednesday 6 October
For further details
Saturday 6 November
about our Open Events
Wednesday 17 November
visit priestley.ac.uk
Wednesday 9 March

HOW TO APPLY
Apply online at apply.priestley.ac.uk or find this link on our
website where you can also download an application form if
you would prefer a paper copy. Go to Apply Now at the top
of the home page and follow the steps.
Return your form by 28 February 2022. Applications
received after this date will be treated on a first come, first
served basis.

INTERVIEWS
After you have applied you 		
will be invited to an admissions
interview. This is an informal chat		
to discuss your choices and 		
our expectations. Parents are
welcome to attend. Interview evenings
take place between 4.30pm and 7pm and
those planned for 2021/2022 are:
Wednesday 20 October

Thursday 10 February

Wednesday 10 November

Thursday 3 March

Tuesday 23 November

Tuesday 22 March

Thursday 2 December

Thursday 28 April

Thursday 13 January

Wednesday 18 May

Tuesday 25 January

Tuesday 14 June

WELCOME DAY
Once you have accepted your place you will be invited
to one of our Welcome Days in July. This will be a chance
to experience lessons as well as meet teachers and the
students with whom you will be sharing lessons.

CHOICES EVENT
This event is an opportunity to discuss your choices after
receiving your GCSE results and is currently planned for
Tuesday 30th August.

Priestley alumnus
Jake Brennan:
‘By the time I reached university I was
already equipped with the skills to
help me stand out above my peers’

ENROLMENT
You will make your final decisions about the subjects you will
take at enrolment which will follow GCSE Results Day.

TERM STARTS
You will start college week beginning Monday 5 September.
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Celebrating the
Class of 2021
Students ready to fulfil their dreams after collecting results
They had an experience like no other, but despite the
pandemic Priestley’s 2021 cohort left college ready to fulfil
their dreams and ambitions.
Among them was Thomas Shaw who accepted a place at
the University of Oxford after securing four A*s in Biology,
Chemistry, Maths and the Extended Project.
“I was nervous that even if I got strong grades they might not
be enough for Oxford,” said the former Cardinal Newman High
School pupil.
“The pandemic changed my mind as to what I wanted to do
and now I want to go into research and possibly teach at a
high level. I can’t wait to get to Oxford now.”
Among the cohort at Priestley College were future medics,
lawyers, vets, entrepreneurs and civil engineers.
All of Priestley’s students enjoyed some extra reassurance
over many of their peers as they had taken AS-Levels at the
end of Year One, which gave them a clearer idea of what
progress they had made at college.
Phoebe-Leigh Van Embden, a former pupil at St Nicholas
Catholic High School, collected a triple distinction* in
Performing Arts and will be continuing her studies at
University of Chichester.
“Covid has made it a stressful time because we didn’t know
what would be happening with exams, but I’m really excited to
be going to university now,” she said.

Honour for Priestley’s teachers
Staff at Priestley College also had something to celebrate
after receiving a national award for maintaining standards of
education during the pandemic.
The Sixth Form College’s Association Awards celebrate
outstanding practice across the country and Priestley was
successful in the ‘Covid Above and Beyond’ category.
Sarah Graham, Assistant Principal for Teaching, Learning
and Assessment, oversaw Priestley’s efforts to maintain
standards during difficult months of lockdown, but the award
was in special recognition of the efforts of tutors Wendy
Winnard and Michael Grainger.
Together they helped create a community of more than
2,000 online learners, allowing people of all ages to continue
their education.
“At a time when members of the Priestley community could
have felt isolated, Michael and Wendy helped unite us all in a
way that meant we all felt supported and inspired,” said Sarah.

A YEAR TO REMEMBER
100% pass rate in 31 A-Levels
100% pass rate in 56 L3 BTECs
79% of A-Level grades awarded at A* to C
305 A* and A grades awarded
361 Russell Group university offers
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Thomas Shaw

Sam Lawrie

Daniella Glenn

A* A* A* A*
Previously studied at:
Cardinal Newman
Destination:
University of Oxford to study
Chemistry

A* A* A A
Previously studied at:
Sir Thomas Boteler
Destination:
Lancaster University to study
Natural Sciences

A* A A
Previously studied at:
Culcheth
Destination:
University of Nottingham
to study Law

Josh Waldron

Harrison Taylor

Madgey Thompson

A* A* A* A
Previously studied at:
Sir Thomas Boteler
Destination:
Year out followed by a degree in
Engineering

A* A* A A
Previously studied at:
Bridgewater
Destination:
University of Bath to study
Architectural Engineering

A* A* A*
Previously studied at:
Kings Academy
Destination:
University of Oxford to study
French & Arabic
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Excel at Priestley
There are many ways we can help you reach your full potential
If you are looking to excel then Priestley can help you
achieve your goals whatever they might be.
Each year hundreds of Priestley students secure places at
university including the UK’s most competitive institutions
such as Oxford, Cambridge and the Russell Group.
Our prestigious Excel Programme will help prepare you
for applying to these universities and make you more
competitive amongst your peers.
It is made up of options such as The Graduate, Pre Med and
Pre Law, as well as a series of enrichment activities available
across college.

THE GRADUATE
The Graduate raises the aspirations of our most
academically-gifted students, giving them the skills to
apply for competitive degrees and employment in leading
companies. It provides:
• Specialist coaching

Taking part will not only be impressive on your CV or
university application, it will also enhance your Priestley
experience.

• Opportunities with leading Russell Group universities
including Oxford, Cambridge, Manchester, Durham,
London, York and Warwick

Working with Oxford and Cambridge

• Preparation for applying for university / employment as
well as interviews

One of the major links you will benefit from is our status
as a North West hub for OxNet – a programme run by the
University of Oxford and Pembroke College that is aimed at
making higher education more accessible.

• A bespoke support group

OxNet is unapologetically academic in its focus and has had
a significant impact in the local communities in which it has
worked.
Together we run a rigorous academic programme featuring
seminars and conferences.
The University of Oxford’s relationship with The Challenge
Academy Trust also gives our students access to specialist STEM and languages support sessions, academic talks,
experimental facilities and latest research.

High academic
standards are
expected across
the college
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If you choose Priestley you will also benefit from our link with
Cambridge as we take part in HE+, a year-long programme
that includes academic extension classes, subject masterclasses, information and guidance sessions and a visit to the
university.

• Visiting lecturers
• An unrivalled essay competition judged by leading
lecturers and professors who give invaluable feedback
prior to completing university applications

PRE MEDICAL
Gain an insight into leading medical professions thanks to
our links with universities such as Liverpool and Manchester.
Visits and guest speakers, including practitioners and current
medical students, bring the professions to life. Perfect for
anyone seeking a career in Medicine, Dentistry or Veterinary
Science.

Priestley alumnus
Thomas Shaw:
‘The Graduate made me realise that
‘people like me’ from state schools
can be successful in applying for a
place at Oxford’

PRE LAW
An in-depth insight into legal professions such as solicitors
and barristers. You will take part in various trips and Mooting
competitions as well as work with local magistrates. You will
receive help preparing for specialist university entrance tests.

Turn to page 10 to find out more ways
that studying at Priestley College can
help give you the edge over your peers.
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Give yourself the edge
CAREERS, ENTERPRISE AND EMPLOYMENT

MATHS AND SCIENCE OLYMPIADS

We have a robust careers and enterprise programme to
ensure students get the best possible information, advice
and guidance to support their future aspirations. Students
participate in a balanced tutorial and careers programme,
in line with Gatsby benchmarks, to help them fully explore
options for progression. Every opportunity is taken to involve
local, regional and national employers to ensure students are
ready for the world of work. These opportunities include live
briefs, internships, work placements, talks and seminars. We
also link with the National Apprenticeship programme.

A chance for Maths and Science students to shine and test
themselves against peers from around the world. We have
a proud record of collecting more than 100 Gold, Silver and
Bronze medals in the competitions.

APPRENTICESHIPS
Hundreds of our students progress to top apprenticeships
every year with leading firms such as Barclays, Jaguar, Fujitsu
and United Utilities, to name just a few. They have gone on to
become nuclear engineers, accountants, child carers, sports
coaches, photographers, NHS workers, Royal Marines and
the list goes on.

ENGINEERING GOLD PROJECT
The Engineering Gold Project links students to industry
engineers who coach them as they develop solutions to
real-life production problems. Those who take part develop
teamwork, problem solving and presentation skills.

MUSIC AND PERFORMANCE GROUPS
Perfect your talents through practical experiences with our
performance groups. Breathe, the college choir, Oxygen, a
contemporary dance company and Respiration, our theatre
company.

SOLVAY PARTNERSHIP
UNIVERSITY ADVICE AND GUIDANCE
To help students make informed decisions Priestley arranges
opportunities including a trip to one of the largest UCAS
conventions to meet around 100 universities and employers.
Universities visit college to answer students’ questions and
numerous curriculum-focussed activities are also arranged.

Solvay – a highly respected international chemical company
– supports a science conference held at Priestley annually
for Year 10 pupils. It examines issues around the sustainability
agenda and involves our current students.

DUKE OF EDINBURGH AWARD
Priestley is a licensed Duke of Edinburgh Award centre and
each year around 50 students achieve Gold or Silver Awards,
which are highly regarded by universities and employers.
For more information see page 23.
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There are many
ways studying at
Priestley can help
you stand out from
the crowd
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Student successes
A celebration of our current and former students’ achievements
We are constantly celebrating the successes of our students including those who have moved on to great things after
Priestley. It shows our current and prospective students what can be achieved at college with some hard work and
determination. Here are just a few of the stories from the past year.

HANNAH BROMLEY
Former school: New Horizons
Studied at Priestley: Psychology, Biology, Chemistry, Pre Med
Hannah wrote two chapters for a newly-published book called
‘My Intense Emotions Handbook’ which was authored by the
psychologists Dr Sue Knowles and Dr Bridie Gallagher. Hannah said
she hoped that by sharing her own experiences it would help others
who suffer with mental health issues.

HATTIE DOGUS
Former school: Beamont Collegiate Academy
Studied at Priestley: Law, History, English Literature
Hattie was one of three members of the Priestley Rugby Academy
to win places on a pathway that can lead to playing the sport at the
highest level in 2021. They were selected for the RFL’s governmentfunded Diploma in Sporting Excellence (DiSE) programme, which
helps them to understand what it takes to compete at the elite level.

JAKE BURKE
Former school: Bridgewater
Studied at Priestley: English Literature, Drama, Classical Civilisation,
Philosophy
Jake received a commendation from The University of Sheffield
for an essay he wrote challenging the arguments of Ancient Greek
philosopher Epicurus. He was one of 10 entrants to be acknowledged
by the university following their UK-wide essay competition.

KESIA JIMMY
Former school: Cardinal Newman RC High School
Studied at Priestley: Sociology, Religious Studies, Health & Social Care
Kesia was among 70 students who took part in Priestley’s annual
NHS Careers Day. Members of Priestley’s Health & Social Care cohort
took part in the virtual event gaining valuable insight from experts
including a GP, physio, healthcare assistant and paramedic along
with people in non-clinical roles such as IT and administration.

12

LAURA ECKERSLEY
Former school: Penketh
Studied at Priestley: BTEC Graphic Design, Psychology
Laura was among a number of Priestley students whose
illustrations were commissioned to illustrate a new series of books
published by Stockton Heath-based Gatehouse Books. The books
covered a wide range of topics – everything from the Second
World War to catching a fish.

LIAM BURGESS
Former school: Sir Thomas Boteler
Studied at Priestley: Public Services
Former Priestley student Liam Burgess spoke to our current cohort
and prospective new students about the benefits of starting college
on a Foundation Programme course. He did, and now he is working
in his dream job as a firefighter.

ALEX HAYDEN
Former school: Hope Academy
Studied at Priestley: Musical Theatre, Maths GCSE, Drama (AS-Level)
Alex received offers from five of the UK’s top theatre schools and
decided to study at Arts Ed after Priestley. He left college with dreams
of combining performance with sharing his passion through teaching.

THOMAS SHAW
Former school: Cardinal Newman RC High School
Studied at Priestley: Biology, Chemistry, Maths, Extended Project, 		
The Graduate, Pre Med
Thomas Shaw received an offer to study Chemistry at Oxford after
Priestley opened his eyes to the possibilities of studying at one of the
UK’s finest universities.

SADIE WILLIAMS
Former school: Kings Academy
Studied at Priestley: Health and Social Care
Sadie worked as a bank public health support worker in the NHS
school-aged immunisation team, supporting the delivery of over
23,000 childhood flu jabs as well as the Covid vaccination.
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Gold-class STEM education
Priestley is in the top 10% of providers of Science, Technology,
Engineering and Maths education in the country
Priestley has STEM-assured status which has been
described as the national ‘gold standard’ for these subjects.

PRIESTLEY’S STEM SUCCESSES

That means if you want to study a Science, Technology,
Engineering or Maths subject here you are giving yourself
the best chance to succeed.

●Students regularly secure Nuffield placements
allowing them to work with industry professionals.

“We have a committed and passionate team of tutors across
STEM and our students go on to excel at the highest level after
college,” said our STEM coordinator Shahida Khanam.

Every year students achieve medals in the
UKMT senior Maths challenge.

Priestley’s STEM status is determined by the quality of its
teachers, facilities such as university-standard laboratories
and the technology centre as well as our links with major
employers.

Priestley has won a national competition to
design an app several times in recent years.

More than 60 organisations provide work experience,
workshops or assignments including Oxford University,
the Environment Agency, Sellafield, Barclays, Warrington
Borough Council and the MoD.

Eminent speakers visit college annually to discuss
their expertise and students also benefit from
prestigious work experience placements.
Our engineers have built an electric go-kart as
part of the Electro-Kart project, setting a model for
other schools and colleges to follow.

It’s a formula that works as the success of Priestley’s STEM
alumni demonstrates.
In 2021 Thomas Shaw received an offer to study Chemistry
at Oxford while also in 2021 Lily Guyer secured a job as a
veterinary surgeon.
The former Bridgewater High pupil said Priestley helped
her achieve that dream.
“It instilled a good work ethic in me and taught me all the
basics in physiology that I needed to help understand the
content of my degree.
“The teachers at Priestley were also very passionate about
their subjects, which made the lessons so much fun and
helped me come to love learning.”

Priestley alumnus
Christopher Billington:
‘Not only did I thoroughly enjoy my
time at Priestley but the combination
of courses I chose to study
provided suitable preparation for
undergraduate study’
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Prestigious offers for Priestley’s STEM alumni
Every year our STEM students go on to great things at university and beyond. Here is just a small selection of those students.

Lily Guyer

Matthew Peach

Lucy Bridson

Previously studied at:
Bridgewater High School
Studied at Priestley:
Biology, Chemistry, Geology,
Psychology
Lily went on to study
Veterinary Medicine at
Glasgow University and is now
a veterinary surgeon.

Previously studied at:
Cardinal Newman Catholic High
School
Studied at Priestley:
Biology, Maths, German, Chemistry
Matthew went on to study
Biochemistry at the University
of Oxford and a PhD at Imperial
College London.

Previously studied at:
The Heath
Studied at Priestley:
Biology, Chemistry, Maths,
Psychology, The Graduate, Pre Med
Lucy is now studying Medicine
at University of Liverpool.

Seb Nawrocki

Alice Foster

Lennox Munjoma

Previously studied at:
Birchwood Community High School
Studied at Priestley:
Chemistry, Maths, Physics and
Extended Project
Seb is completing an
apprenticeship with the National
Nuclear Laboratory and a
Bachelor’s degree in Chemistry.

Previously studied at:
Bridgewater High School
Studied at Priestley:
Chemistry, Physics, Maths
Alice is a Mechanical Design
apprentice at Cavendish Nuclear
and is working towards becoming
a chartered mechanical engineer.

Previously studied:
Abroad
Studied at Priestley:
Chemistry, Maths, Physics, Biology
Lennox is now studying a masters
in Pharmacy at the University of
Manchester.
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Modern campus
Priestley has a welcoming campus similar to one you would find at a university
More than £15 million has been invested in recent years to
create a modern learning environment at Priestley that will
help you reach your full potential.
Most recently this has included a refurbishment of the
Learning Resource Centre, the creation of The Costello
Theatre foyer, as well as a £1million upgrade to our Crescent
Café Bar, Performing Arts facilities and WiFi network.
A further £1.5 million was spent on creating a state-of-theart technology centre while more investment went into a
science laboratory and IT infrastructure upgrade.

CRESCENT BUILDING
The Crescent Building provides a striking and modern
welcome to the college and incorporates specialised
teaching rooms, the Crescent Café with outside social space
and a welcoming reception.

LEWIS CARROLL BUILDING
With eight classrooms over two floors, this state-of-the-art
facility is home to our IT courses, 200 computers and a social
study area available to all students.

LEARNING RESOURCE CENTRE
The LRC has recently been refurbished to create some
definitive spaces in which to learn. There are silent study
areas for independent working, seating for those working in
groups and more than 150 computers. You will find the
Study Support Base in the LRC as well as a health and
wellbeing corner and Careers Service upstairs. The LRC
is open for private study until 6pm Monday to Thursday
during term time.

MEDIA AND PERFORMING ARTS CENTRE
One of the most recent campus improvements was the
creation of The Costello Theatre foyer, which comes into
its own on performance nights creating an atmosphere akin
to a professional theatre. Those studying Musical Theatre,
Production Arts, Music and Media benefit from many
first-class facilities including:
• Drama and Dance studios
• Performance practice studios
• Performance theatre
• Media editing suite
• Music practice and recording rooms
• Music studio
• Production Workshop

ART & DESIGN CENTRES
An inspiring environment with workshop and studio spaces
equipped with a wealth of specialist equipment that
benefits students across our Art & Design courses. The
Graphic Design and Photography suites benefit from high
specification PCs and are installed with industry-standard
multimedia software, networked to A3 Laser duplex colour
printers. The Arts Centre also has an exhibition space for the
display of current and ongoing student work.

SCIENCE LABORATORIES
More than £350,000 has been invested in laboratories that
boast high-tech equipment including fume cupboards
and university-standard analytical balances. All science
laboratories are equipped with university-standard
apparatus for Biology, Chemistry, Electronics, Physics and
Applied Science.

Greater choice
of courses than
any other local
college

Priestley alumna
Slawa Rusin:
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‘The great thing about studying at
Priestley is that the college really
cares for you as an individual’

MODERN FOREIGN LANGUAGES

OUTDOOR SPACES

Language students have dedicated spaces equipped
with headsets and microphones for listening and speaking
activities. Further resources include a digital TV, prerecorded language programmes and a selection of films.

Several outdoor eating and recreational areas are available
where students can relax and even enjoy a game of table
tennis. We also have a small, outdoor theatre area.

SPORTS CENTRE
Our Sports Centre houses a basketball court and
newly-equipped gym. The £625,000 All Weather Sports
Pitch is available to the whole college community, including
students opting to study sport academically or those taking
part in enrichment activities.

VIOLA BEACH CAFÉ / CRESCENT 		
CAFÉ & STARBUCKS
Grab a Starbucks, read, listen to a band, catch up with
friends or watch TV on the 50-inch plasmas in these
fantastic social spaces. The recently extended Crescent
Café provides freshly-prepared food including a salad bar,
sandwiches, wraps, soups and other hot foods. Breakfast
is available from 8.15am. Our cashless catering system
allows students to pay for meals using their ID card.
Your account can be topped up online or at one of the
top-up machines in college.
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Support, guidance and your
wellbeing
Priestley will support you every step of the way
You will no doubt need support, advice or guidance about
some part of college life during your time at Priestley. The
good news is that you will find all the help you need as we
pride ourselves on this part of the Priestley experience.
We offer:
• A caring and supportive learning environment
• Outstanding personal and subject support
• Excellent specialist teaching and learning resources
• Excellent monitoring of learner progress
• Committed and enthusiastic staff who are experts
in their subjects
• A ‘can do’ culture of ambition and improvement

STUDENT SERVICES
Student Services provide a responsive one-stop shop for
all your support needs. It is run by experienced and friendly
staff who can provide information and support on issues
such as college counselling, travel, and finance. Student
Services is open through the summer holidays if you have
any questions after you finish your school exams.

ADVICE AND GUIDANCE ABOUT YOUR FUTURE
Priestley has the internationally-recognised MATRIX
accreditation thanks to the quality of impartial information,
advice and guidance it offers. You can view our
comprehensive careers programme on our website. We
have specialist advisors who will support your search for
employment and Higher Education opportunities.

PERSONAL TUTORS / TUTORIAL PROGRAMME
You will have a personal/progress tutor who will monitor
your progress, and attendance, as well as discuss your
study methods, ambitions and any difficulties you want to
share with them. You will follow a comprehensive tutorial
programme, which will help prepare you for your future
beyond Priestley.

STUDY SUPPORT
Study Support can help you with structuring assignments,
managing workload or even developing revision and exam
techniques. Support sessions can be weekly, a short course,
a single session or drop-in. If you have a disability or learning
difficulty we recommend you contact the Study Support team
as soon as possible to discuss your needs. They can provide
one-to-ones and in-class support. If English is your second
language, regular one-to-one sessions and ESOL workshops
can be provided.

EQUAL OPPORTUNITIES
We are committed to promoting equal opportunities and
celebrate the diversity brought to college by our community.

CHILD PROTECTION SAFEGUARDING
In line with national guidelines we have a safeguarding policy
and copies are available from Student Services on request or
on our website.

COUNSELLOR AND WELLBEING PRACTITIONER
The college has a counsellor and appointments can be made
via Student Services. Our Wellbeing Practitioner can also
advise you on any mental health or safeguarding concerns.

GOOGLE CLASSROOM AND OUTLOOK
You will have access to Google Classroom, our remote
learning platform where you can access additional teaching
and learning materials, independent tasks or assignments
or arrange virtual meetings with teachers and support staff.
It might be used to host extra support / revision sessions
or lessons. Your Priestley Google Drive provides you with
unlimited storage.

SPECIALIST TEACHING 				
AND LEARNING RESOURCES
Numerous software packages are available to support
and enhance your learning, including our extensive online
library and subject-specific resources.

Chance to learn in
a caring, mature
environment
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PORTAL
Portal provides you with the latest information on your
performance such as assessment grades, attendance and
your exam timetables. Parents and carers are also able to
see aspects of your performance including interim reports.

UNIFROG
Unifrog is an award-winning online platform which will
help our students to make intelligent choices about their
future, while allowing tutors to track their progress. You
will be coached on how to use Unifrog as a diary of your
experiences, skills and activities at college.

Priestley alumna
Chloe Loizou:
‘Everyone at Priestley pushed me
to make sure I achieved the best
grades whilst also reassuring me
that I could’

‘Students benefit from effective pastoral
support and the strong working
relationships they have with teachers’
OFSTED
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Excellence in Sport
Sport Priestley has enjoyed incredible
success over the past few years
In 2020 the Rugby League Football League named Priestley
the UK’s first Dual Rugby League Development Academy in
recognition of the platform we have provided for both boys
and girls to succeed in the sport.
In 2019 our footballers were county champions and national
finalists while in 2018 our basketball, volleyball, ladies’
football, swimming and rugby teams were all regional
champions.
Our swimmers have even competed in the			
London Olympic pool.
We aim to offer something for everyone in Sport		
Priestley whether you want to train like a professional
with one of our academies (see the course profiles 		
section) or simply stay active by joining an enrichment.

REPRESENT SPORT PRIESTLEY
You can compete regularly in football, futsal, netball, mixed
hockey, basketball, rugby, volleyball and swimming. There
are regional competitions in netball, badminton, basketball,
cross country, futsal, golf, handball, football seven-a-side,
hockey, rugby, swimming, table tennis and volleyball.
You could also be asked to represent the North West at the
AoC Sport National Championships. Priestley has previously
had swimmers, athletes, golfers, cross country runners and
volleyball players at the competition.

Long track record of
excellent pass rates
and high grade
achievement
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COACHING AND REFEREEING

TRIPS AND VISITS

Priestley now offers a leadership academy in partnership
with TCAT Sport Hub and Warrington Wolves, where you
will have the opportunity to lead various sports events from
ultimate frisbee to rounders. We also offer the opportunity
for you to develop your leadership skills further working
with School Games and WASSP. Sport Priestley will support
you in gaining refereeing experience, coaching badges and
First Aid certificates and have previously helped students
become ambassadors at the AOC National Championships.

Opportunities include a US football tour and warm weather
training at La Santa in Lanzarote. There’s outdoor adventure
in the Lake District and with Manor Adventure in Lockerbie
where students can take part in kayaking, climbing, ghyll
scrambling and archery to name just a few.

*Please note that all those hoping to become a coach, mentor
or official will need DBS clearance.

NOTABLE SPORT PRIESTLEY ALUMNI
• Mike Cooper - Warrington Wolves
• Dec Patton - Warrington Wolves
• Joe Philbin - Warrington Wolves
• Caitlin Hayes - Everton Ladies
• Shauna Coxsey - Great Britain Climbing
• Jordan Edge - England International in Futsal
• Emily Cooper - Great Britain Judo
• Shannon Potter - Great Britain Alpine Skiing

SPORT FOR ALL
Enrichment programmes have previously included five-aside football, futsal, handball, tag rugby, kinball, table tennis,
badminton, boxing, martial arts as well as gym and fitness
sessions. These sessions are open to all, regardless of ability.
We listen to student feedback and try to accommodate
their requests, such as the development of our boxing gym
sessions.

PRIESTLEY RUGBY ACADEMY
in partnership with Warrington Wolves
Our Rugby Academy sees students train like
professionals whilst securing their academic
grades. Players see vast improvement thanks
to working with Warrington Wolves coaches as
well as fitness training and analysis. It is also an
opportunity to be scouted by Wolves’ coaches. For more
details contact leemitchell@wolvesfoundation.com

FOOTBALL AT PRIESTLEY
in partnership with Destination 219.
For several years we have taken teams to New York where
they have competed against peers from around the world.
A number of students have received offers to study at
American universities following these trips. We also have a
strong partnership with Warrington Futsal Club.
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Enrich your experience
There is an enrichment for you at Priestley
Enrichment at Priestley means: Travel. Performance.
Excitement. Achievement. Creativity and much, much more.
There’s something extra for everyone whether you are a
budding scientist, aspiring actor or actress, doctor or writer.

MASTERCLASSES

Not only that, these activities will give you valuable
experiences that will set you apart from your peers. 		
In recent years we have offered the following:

Priestley’s masterclasses are designed to stretch and
challenge our students whilst also giving them something
extra for their CVs to make them stand out from the crowd.
Each curriculum area offers at least one masterclass with
titles as varied as ‘Understanding Maths Oddities’ to ‘Media
in the Online Age’ and ‘Marvellous Manuscripts’.

• Art workshops

MUSICALS & PERFORMANCES

• Barclays Technical Innovation

There are many opportunities for the more creative students
to show off their talents. Our Performing Arts and Production
Arts students put on a series of high-quality performances.
In recent years the shows have included:
Titanic 2021
Rock of Ages 2021
Winter Showcase 2020
Annual Dance Show 2020
For students who want to be involved in performances,
but don’t take performance-related subjects, there are
numerous opportunities including the choir, theatre and
dance companies.

• Basketball
• Beginners’ German
• Breathe
• CHAOS All Male theatre
• Computer Games Workshop
• Creative Writing
• Debating
• Drum Lessons
• Engineering Gold Project
• First Aid

ART & DESIGN SUMMER SHOW

• Football

The Summer Show gives Art and Design students the
chance to showcase their work in an exhibition as part of
their final assessment.

• French conversation
• French
• German conversation

LIVE MUSIC

• Graphic Design Workshop

For anyone keen on performing live music there are a
number of opportunities including taking to the stage in the
Viola Beach Café. There will be events catering for different
musical tastes and the chance to perform acoustic sets and
open mic sessions. Students participate in a wide range of
interesting and worthwhile additional activities that help them
develop their personal, social and communication skills.

• Guitar Lessons
• History Society
• Japanese
• Jazz Club
• Karate
• Ladies’ Football

TRAVEL WELL

• Life Drawing
• Maths for Physics
• Netball
• Oxygen
• Sign Language
and many more...

Extensive enrichment
activities, including
overseas travel

Our students are real globetrotters with different curriculum
areas travelling all over the world in recent years including:
Robin Hood’s Bay
Art & Design
London

IT and Computing

Disneyland Paris

Health and Education

Sicily

Humanities

Broadway

Performing Arts

New York, Kraków

Professional Studies

CERN

Science and Maths

La Santa

Sport

College will also arrange for you to go to university open
days, subject lectures, fieldwork trips, theatre visits and
concerts, art exhibitions and training camps.
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DUKE OF EDINBURGH AWARD
Priestley College is a centre for the Duke of Edinburgh
Award and hundreds of our students have enjoyed this often
life-changing experience.
Achieving an award will give you skills, confidence and an
edge over others when you apply for college, university or a
job. It gives you in-demand soft skills such as communication,
commitment, leadership and teamwork.

‘Students participate in a wide range of
interesting and worthwhile additional
activities that help them develop their
personal, social and communication skills’

OFSTED

You’ll also make a difference to other people’s lives and your
community, be fitter and healthier, make new friends and have
memories to last you a lifetime.
All your activities are recorded online using a system called
eDofE making it easy for you to track your progress, submit
evidence, contact your DofE leader and others taking the award.
Achieving an award is all about setting personal challenges and
pushing personal boundaries.
It does require a huge time commitment, so think before you
commit.
Gold takes 18 months, Silver 12 and Bronze six. There is also
a cost (Gold £160, Silver £120 and Bronze £60) to cover the
expedition practice sessions, expedition assessment and your
logbook, but we can help you if you have financial concerns.
For more details see the Duke of Edinburgh Award
page on our website where you will also be able to
download the application pack.
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Foundation Programme
These courses will help you make the step from GCSE to studying at Level 3
The Foundation Programme can be the start of something
big for anyone who does not feel ready for a Level 3 course
straight after high school. It is one of the pathways we
provide that will allow you to dream bigger, aim higher and
go further in education as well as in life.

YOUR PROGRAMME EXTRAS

This route will equip you not only with an academic
qualification, but also paves the way for you to study
A-Levels or Level 3 courses such as BTECs and T-Levels in
years 2 and 3. By the end of your Foundation Year you will
have the confidence, skills and aspiration to go further than
you might ever have dreamed was possible.

Every student who does not have a GCSE Grade 4 or above
in English and/or maths will have to work towards achieving
a Grade 4 whilst some students with a Grade 4 could choose
to improve to a Grade 5 or above.
For those with a Grade 3 this will mean taking a one-year,
re-sit programme whilst those with less than a Grade 3 will
be able to take a pre-GCSE course. If you do not have a
GCSE grade 4 in English and/or maths you will be required
to take an assessment to ensure we place you on the right
programme.

There are a range of Foundation Programme subjects and
more details about them can be found in our dedicated
brochure available in college or on the downloads page of
our website. You can also email admissions@priestley.ac.uk
for further information.
Media and Film
Early years, Education and Childcare
Computer Arts
Health and Social Care
Public Services
Applied Science
IT / Digital
Business & Travel
Sport
Art & Design

Alongside your core Foundation Programme you will also be
able to take one or more of the following:
ENGLISH AND / OR MATHS UP TO GCSE

THE HIGHER PROJECT QUALIFICATION (HPQ)
Many students who already have a GCSE Grade 4 or above
in English and/or maths will take the HPQ. This course will
develop your study and research skills based around a
personal project of your own choice.
WORK PLACEMENT AND WORK-RELATED LEARNING
Students taking a Foundation Programme will be able to
take part in a wide range of work-related learning activities
including visits from employers, talks from visiting speakers,
work placements, study trips. Some Foundation courses also
offer a more structured and regular work placement option.

Priestley alumnus
Robert Lees:
‘Priestley College was outstanding
and I’d have no hesitation in
recommending the courses
they have to offer’
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Mix and match
A-Levels with
vocational
options

ENGLISH PRE-GCSE

GCSE SCIENCE (subject to demand)

If you obtain less than a Grade 3 or you need further
support to develop your confidence and skills in English,
we offer the one-year Functional Skills Level 1 or Level 2
course designed to focus on aspects of reading, writing,
speaking and listening.

Suitable for those who have achieved a GCSE Grade 4 in
core science or separate science. Topics include; nerves
and hormones, evolution, metals and their uses, changes
in the earth and its atmosphere, generating electricity.
You will also carry out practical work in the form of a
controlled assessment, which will count towards your
final exam grade. There will be three exams at the end of
the year – one in each of Chemistry, Physics and Biology.
This course would allow you to progress onto our T-Level
Science programme.

MATHS PRE-GCSE
If you obtain less than a Grade 3 GCSE you will be able
to take Functional Skills Level 1 or Level 2 course. If you
make good progress you will be able to move on to the
GCSE re-sit programme the following year.
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Your study programme
With so much choice there are a few things to consider before choosing your course
Priestley’s wide variety of courses and flexible timetable
give you the best chance of creating your perfect Level
3 study programme. First you need to decide the type of
programme you want to study.

AS / A-Levels
AS-Levels are the first year of an A-Level course and, at
Priestley, are a qualification in their own right (meaning
they can be used for UCAS points). Most students will take
four AS-Levels and possibly drop down to three A-Levels
in Year 2. However, you will still have the AS qualification
if you complete one year of the course. A-Levels can lead
to university as well as many other progression routes.
You can find out more about the benefits of the Priestley
approach to A-Levels in our dedicated brochure.

Vocational Courses
If you take BTECs, OCRs and other vocational options, in
most cases you will not sit exams, but will have regular
coursework and assessments that will build towards your
final mark.

Mixed Study
You can build a study programme that includes both
A-Level and vocational options. This route gives the
benefit of a mix of assessment methods.

T-Levels
You can read more about T-Levels on pages 28 and 29,
but essentially these are technical qualifications that will
prepare you for the world of work by giving you 20% of
your course in a work placement. They focus on giving
you the key employability skills that will make you an
attractive prospect for employers.

Foundation Programme (Level 2)
The Foundation Programme is for anyone who does not feel
ready for Level 3 and who has not met the required average
GCSE score. These courses will give you the foundation to
progress further in your education at Priestley. 		
For more details – including entry requirements – see pages
24 and 25.

Entry requirements for Level 3
To take Level 3 programmes at Priestley including A-Levels,
T-Levels or other vocational courses, you will need:
• at least five GCSEs at Grade 4 or equivalent
• to take an AS/A-Level you will also need GCSE Grade 4 or
above in English Language
• to take a T-Level you will need to have GCSE Grade 4 or
above in both GCSE English and Maths
The breadth of your study programme will be determined
by your average GCSE points score, which can be calculated
by adding your GCSE scores together and dividing by the
number of GCSEs taken.
GCSE AVERAGE SCORE

OPTION AT PRIESTLEY

7+
		
		

Four AS/A-Levels or
vocational equivalent and
the Excel Programme

5.6 to 6.9
		
		

Four AS/A-Levels or
vocational equivalent (with
an extended enrichment)

4.2 to 5.5*
		
		
		

Mixed programme of up to
three or four AS/A-Levels
and vocational courses or
full vocational equivalent

MINIMUM OF 5 GCSES
GRADE 4 OR EQUIVALENT

Full Level 3 vocational
programme

2 OR ABOVE

Foundation Programme

Please note:
• Some individual subjects require a higher average GCSE
points score.
• Vocational Level 2 qualifications passed pre-16 can
replace one or two of our five GCSE entry requirements
for Level 3.
• informedchoices.ac.uk indicates degree pathways,
particularly at Russell Group universities, that are opened
up by the different subjects choices available at Priestley
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Your study programme

Our flexible timetable allows you to combine some
vocational options with A-Levels, but we will be able to give
you more advice about the options open to you at open
events and at any time via email.

With so much choice there are a few things to consider
before choosing your course. At Level 3 you need to build
a study programme made up of at least four blocks with a
maximum of six.

QUALIFICATION

NUMBER OF BLOCKS

One AS / A-Level takes up one block as does a GCSE.

One AS/A-Level

1

On each of the vocational course summaries starting on
page 32 we have indicated 1, 2 or 3 to highlight how
many blocks a course will take up. So if a vocational course
has a 1 this shows it is the equivalent of one A-Level and
one block on your timetable.

GCSE

1

Extended Enrichment*

0.5

Tutor (all students)

0.5

* includes enrichments such as Pre-Med and Duke of Edinburgh.

Chance to take four
A-Levels, allowing
you to keep more
options open

Note: Our entry criteria is for guidance. Where necessary
we will take into account individual circumstances, for
example health reasons, for an applicant not being able
to take eight GCSEs or equivalent in Year 11. If there are
special circumstances you wish us to consider please let our
Admissions Team know as soon as possible. We reserve the
right to amend our admissions criteria to reflect the impact
national guidance/reforms.
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T-Levels at Priestley
These qualifications will help take your education to the next level
Priestley was one of the first colleges in the country to
introduce T-Levels and in 2022 students will be able to
choose from these exciting courses:
• Digital Production, Design & Development
• Education & Childcare
• Engineering & Manufacturing
• Finance
• Health
• Management & Administration
• Science
We have already received great feedback from students
who have completed their first year of T-Level studies.
Daniel, who is studying Digital Production, said what he
was enjoying was being in a small class full of like-minded
students.

REASONS TO CHOOSE A T-LEVEL
• 80% of your time will be spent in the classroom, the rest
will be spent on a work placement of up to three months.
The specifics of your placement will depend on the
T-Level.
• They are two-year technical courses developed with
employers to equip you with the skills / knowledge
to thrive in highly-skilled employment, higher
apprenticeships or university.
• More than 200 businesses – including Fujitsu and Skanska
– have been involved so you can be confident your
T-Level will move you to the next level.
• When you pass you will receive a nationally recognised
certificate showing the overall grade you achieved – pass,
merit, distinction or distinction* – as well as details of what
you learned on the course.
• T-Levels have the same UCAS points as three A-Levels.

“It means it is easy to make friends and also help each other
out with programming tasks,” he said.
Ashton, who is also in the class, said: “I like the concept of
being able to take part in work experience while studying, it
is something unlike any other course. I also like to code and
there were no other courses that heavily focused on coding.”
For Theo, who chose the Education and Childcare option,
the T-Level offered a new challenge and a Level 3 course
that he might not otherwise have been able to study.
“I like all my teachers and developed an immediate
connection with them,” he said.
“I am enjoying looking at childcare from a different
perspective and want to go into a job where I help children
become the best versions of themselves.”

80%
20%
CLASSROOM

WORKPLACE

Find out more about the courses in the summaries at
the back of the prospectus or on our website.

Priestley alumnus
Oliver Ormson:
‘Priestley College provided me with
all the essential tools that enabled
me to further my training and achieve
my dreams’
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WHY WOULD I CHOOSE AN UNPAID
T-LEVEL OVER A PAID APPRENTICESHIP?

WILL THERE BE ANY SUPPORT FOR
TRANSPORT COSTS?

A T-Level will give you the opportunity to continue your
studies and get a much broader idea of what it’s like to work
in a certain sector, with the opportunity to specialise later.
Apprenticeships are paid, work-based training for those who
know what occupation they wish to pursue.

Priestley College has designated funding to help support
industry placements, which can be used to support you
with your travel costs. You can find out more by speaking to
Student Services or by visiting our next open day.

WHAT QUALIFICATIONS DO I NEED TO
STUDY A T-LEVEL?
To study T-Levels at Priestley you will need to have achieved
five GCSEs at grade 4 to 9, including English and Maths
(Specific entry requirements differ, so please check each
T-Level course page for the GCSE grades you will need to
enrol on these programmes).

WHEN CAN I APPLY?
Applications at Priestley College will open from September
2021 – please visit apply.priestley.ac.uk or call our
Admissions Team on 01925 415415 for more information.
To express an interest in, and stay informed about T-Levels
please email admissions@priestley.ac.uk
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Travel and Bursaries
Travelling to Priestley could not be easier
Priestley College is located just off the A49 in south
Warrington (Wilderspool Causeway) so there is excellent
access to many bus routes run by Warrington’s Own Buses
and Arriva.

BURSARIES

Warrington’s Own Buses run direct services to and from:
Runcorn, Widnes, Northwich, Altrincham, Irlam, Cadishead,
Frodsham, Culcheth, Birchwood, Penketh, Great Sankey,
Newton Le Willows and Burtonwood.

Vulnerable Learner Bursary

We keep you updated on bus travel to college via our
website where you can also find out about the Touch & Go
pass which offers best value for money on Warrington’s Own
Buses.
You will also find details on the Travel page about the Arriva
services that are available.
We’ve produced a map for those of you wanting to walk
or cycle to college and on the page you will find routes
prepared by Warrington Borough Council.
For those of you cycling to college there are designated
bike shelters at the front and rear of college and D locks are
available through Priestley.
To find out more go to priestley.ac.uk/travel

‘Students who receive funding for high needs
receive a high-quality learning experience’

OFSTED
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In 2021 the college was able to offer the following bursaries in
support of many students.

Worth £1,200 in addition to Free School Meals and were
available to young people in care or who were care leavers or
who were in receipt of certain state benefits.

Core Bursary
The Core Bursary can help pay for public transport to college.
Anyone entitled to the Core Bursary was entitled to Free
School Meal funding worth £2.41 for each day in college.

Mainstream Bursary
These bursaries were for those students not eligible for a
Core Bursary where their parents or carers have an annual
income of less than £21,000. The mainstream bursary can
help pay for public transport to college.

PETT Bursary
If you are not eligible for one of the 16-18 bursaries you may
be able to apply for a bursary from the Priestley Education
and Training Trust. Please speak to someone in Student
Services about this. Details of the 2021 bursaries will be
published on our website in summer once the level of
Government funding has been confirmed. If you have any
questions please call Student Services.
For enquiries about bursaries email bursary@priestley.ac.uk

Course Directory
At Priestley there are more than 70 courses including
A-Levels, T-Levels and a range of vocational options. Our
flexible timetable means we can accommodate a huge
number of combinations making it possible for you to select
the perfect study programme.

All the course profiles are on our website or you can scan
the QR code that accompanies each summary to be taken
straight there.

What follows are brief summaries of each of the courses
that are available, everything from Journalism to Fine Art,
Musical Theatre to Biology.

Each vocational course summary includes one or more of
the following symbols to indicate its A-Level equivalence.
For example, a vocational course showing both the 1 and 2
symbols highlights that this course can be studied as either
a 1 or 2 A-Level equivalent course.

These snapshots will give you a flavour of the what the
course covers and what it can lead to in terms of university,
apprenticeships and employment.

It is important to consider this when selecting your courses
so that you can build a full and successful study programme
(see pages 26 and 27).

We strongly advise that once you know which courses you
are interested in that you view the full course profile for more
details including specific entry requirements and how you
will be assessed.

1

1.5

2

3
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A-Level
3D Product Design
& Technology

EXAM BOARD
EDUQAS

If you have a practical mind, a passion for
problem solving and design, then 3D Product Design
& Technology could be for you. It will help you
progress into areas as varied as 3D Design, business,
sports design, ergonomics, automotive design and
architecture. You will study different construction
materials, design solutions, products and how they
relate to modern manufacturing. Leads to university
or apprenticeships and gives you the chance to
work with real clients solving their
design challenges.

Level 3 / Level 4
Art Foundation

EXAM BOARD
EDUQAS

Art Foundation will prepare you for an art and
design course at university and follows two years
studying an art-based subject at college. You will learn
through experimental workshops covering drawing,
conceptual thinking, painting, sculpture, textiles, fashion,
photography, graphic design and architecture. A selfdirected project will be linked to your career choice and
you will also focus on preparing portfolios for interviews.
Priestley students have gone on to study BA (Hons) and
HNDs in a range of fields as well as degree apprenticeships.
See course details

See course details

Level 3 Vocational
Applied Science

EXAM BOARD
PEARSON

Take an exciting look at science through
applications rather than theory with in-depth
practical work and your own research. You’ll complete
case studies, assignments and projects linked to
real-life workplace challenges. Develop independence
as a learner and prepare for a career or higher-level
study in science with this course. Can lead to work in
hospitals, education and science laboratories after
you have studied everything from ‘Practical Scientific
Procedures’ to ‘Laboratory Techniques’ and an optional
unit of ‘Diseases and Infections’.
See course details

1

2

Level 3 Vocational
Art, Design &
Communication
(Creative Practices)

EXAM BOARD
UAL

Discover your strengths and develop a professionalstandard portfolio that might include work set by industry
professionals. This course also gives you the chance to
exhibit your work in public venues and covers everything
from drawing, painting, textiles & ceramics to photography
and illustration. You will learn how artists and designers
work. Enjoy research trips and gallery visits. This course
will help you progress into careers
within the creative industries including
fashion, architecture, interior
design, illustration, promotion,
3
3D crafts and curating.
See course details

A-Level
Architecture

EXAM BOARD
EDUQAS

Explore how architecture works in this A-Level
which is perfect for any aspiring architects, interior
architects, urban planners or landscape architects.
It also sets you up for studying a range of courses in art
and design. You will learn about a wide range of 2D and
3D techniques / digital processes, both contemporary
and historical architecture, while developing your
own drawing and problem-solving skills as well as
computer-based design. Progress onto a degree or
Art Foundation at Priestley.
See course details

Level 3 Vocational
Award in Algebra

EXAM BOARD
PEARSON

This course can lead to studying AS Maths
for students with an average GCSE score between
5 and 5.5 and grade 6 or higher in GCSE Maths. Many
students who study AS / A-Level Maths pursue careers
in areas such as engineering, statistics, computing,
accountancy, actuarial work, business management,
insurance and financial services. There will be an extra
weekly lesson offering extra support with the AS-Level
aspects of the course. There will also be the chance to
attend Maths lectures and trips.
See course details
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A-Level
Biology

EXAM BOARD
AQA

Success in Biology can lead to a wide range
of careers spanning medicine, veterinary science,
pharmacy and sports science to name just a few. The
Priestley course incorporates field trips to investigate
ecosystems, practical workshops and lectures that
will bring this subject to life. You will study cells,
relationships between organisms, genetics, evolution,
populations and much more. You will also have the
chance to enter the Royal Society of Biology Olympiad
and represent college in the Biology Challenge.

A-Level
Business

EXAM BOARD
AQA

Gain an insight into issues affecting ‘Business’
in current times. Discover what it takes to become
an entrepreneur or a manager while developing a
critical understanding of business activities on a local,
national and global scale. All this can lead to you
setting up your own business – many former students
have done exactly that – or going to university to study
a variety of degrees including business, economics, and
marketing. Expect trips, conferences and a chance to
demonstrate your leadership and teambuilding skills.

Chemistry is the only compulsory science for
anyone wanting to study medicine, but it is much
more besides. It is all around us from microscopic
organisms to distant galaxies, from medieval discoveries
to volcanic eruptions. At Priestley you’ll cover a wide
range of organic and inorganic chemistry as well as
kinetics, equilibria and redox. This course prepares you
for university, apprenticeships and careers as varied as
medicine, dentistry, forensics, food and textiles sciences,
pharmacy, chemical engineering and biochemistry.

A-Level
Classical Civilisation

EXAM BOARD
OCR

Learn about the Classical World of Ancient
Greece and Rome and study the great people,
wars, sacrifices, ideas, gods and epic stories of this
time. You’ll develop a range of skills including writing
and analysing texts. It is ideal preparation for university
degrees including classics, history, anthropology.
Classics is a solid academic subject which can serve
as a strong grounding for a variety of careers such
as writing (J K Rowling), politics (Boris Johnson) and
business (Martha Lane Fox).
See course details

See course details

Level 3 Vocational
Business

EXAM BOARD
PEARSON

This course is a chance to learn more about
everything from business to finance, accounts,
marketing and more. Enhance your practical skills by
running a mini enterprise and enjoy lessons covering
theory, problem solving, independent research and
teamwork. Can lead to university, apprenticeship, starting
your own business or careers as diverse as financial
management and event planning. Guest speakers will
bring their experiences to your classroom and trips have
previously included Chester Zoo and Jaguar Land Rover.
See course details

34

EXAM BOARD
AQA

See course details

See course details

1

A-Level
Chemistry

2

3

Level 3 Vocational
Computer Game
Development

EXAM BOARD
UAL

Our Computer Game Development course is
proving a successful way for young people to
crack the competitive, billion-pound industry in the
UK. Strong partnerships with the likes of TT Games are
creating unbeatable opportunities such as a 12-month
paid internship. On the course you’ll create game
environments, characters and vehicles, use software to
design 3D models and textures as well as explore the
theory and programming skills you will need to work
in the industry. University pathways
include game art, VFX, animation and
cyber security.
See course details

3
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A-Level
Computer Science

EXAM BOARD
OCR

Computer Science is relevant to the modern
and changing world of computing. It is a practical
subject where you can apply knowledge gained to
write code, design websites and interrogate databases.
It can lead to university courses including computer
science, software engineering and information
systems as well as careers in business analysis or
web developing. Priestley offers the chance to enter
competitions such as the British Informatics Olympiad
and welcomes visitors including Barclays Bank as well
as website and app developers.

Level 3 Vocational
Dance

EXAM BOARD
PEARSON

Do you have a love of dance and a desire to
perform in a variety of showcases and public
performances? Then BTEC Dance at Priestley is for
you. We have an outstanding success rate with former
students going on to the UK’s top dance and theatre
schools. You will cover a diverse range of styles and
work with professional dance companies. You will need
a passion and ambition to improve your skills on a
course that includes opportunities to showcase
your talents.
See course details

See course details

1.5

Level 3 Vocational
Criminology

EXAM BOARD
EDUQAS

Investigate what happens at a crime scene
or during court proceedings on this course,
which will prepare you for studying criminology at
university or a career in criminal justice. Explore why
people commit crime looking at psychology and
sociology, as well as how society tackles crime through
the law, policing and punishment. Learn about
different types of crime and people’s perceptions of
it. You’ll have the chance to attend court to see the
system in action.
See course details

A-Level
Digital Photography

EXAM BOARD
EDUQAS

Focus on how to use a camera according to
circumstances and your purpose for taking the
picture. Learn about composition as well as refining
your images whether that be in camera, on a computer
or using hand-rendered processes. You will explore
environments, portraiture, landscape, still-life,
documentary, photojournalism and experimental
imagery. Students can progress directly onto
photography-related degree courses at university.
At Priestley we organise trips to galleries and
invite in speakers to share their skills
and knowledge.
See course details

1

A-Level
Dance

EXAM BOARD
AQA

A stimulating and exciting exploration into the
world of professional dance, this course will
prepare you for further dance studies at university .
You will develop technical, performance, creative and
theoretical dance skills. There will be the chance to
perform in front of live audiences. The course will tackle
choreography for groups, quartets, duets and solos
and also call on you to analyse the work of professional
dance companies, even giving you the chance to work
with visiting groups and professional dancers.
See course details

1

T-Level
EXAM BOARD
PEARSON
Digital Production,
Design & Development
Develop technical knowledge and practical skills
with the help of your tutor in the classroom and
mentors during your industry placement. Everything
will be geared towards giving you the best chance
of succeeding in software development. You’ll cover
programming, emerging issues and impact of digital,
legislation and regulatory requirements, business
context, data, digital environments and security. Your
next step might be a degree apprenticeship or degree
in software development or computer
science. Take part in Apps for Good
and the First Tech Challenge.
See course details

3
37

priestley.ac.uk 01925 415415

A-Level
Drama

EXAM BOARD
EDUQAS

Drama can lead to studying acting at one of
the top theatre schools or give you the ability
to thrive in any career requiring confident
communication skills. You will need a passion for
reading and watching plays and be keen to
understand different styles of theatre. Many of our
students progress to institutions such as East 15
and Guildford and have careers in the industry.
We run trips to Broadway and have professionals in
college to run workshops.
See course details

T-Level
Education
& Childcare

With this course you will have three days in
college and two days on placement giving you
valuable practical experience. In college you will cover
units on child development, supporting education and
working with professionals as well as safeguarding,
observing and assessing children and special
educational needs and disabilities. This T-Level prepares
you for careers within the health, education and early
years sectors or university degrees in social work,
primary school teaching and nursing to
name just a few.
See course details

Level 3 Vocational
Early Years,
Childcare & Education

EXAM BOARD
NCFE

If you see your future as working with children in
primary schools, as a paediatric nurse, social worker or
speech therapist then this course will help you realise
your dream. The course covers the role of childcare and
education practitioners and includes a work placement.
Trips include to The Children’s Museum, Disneyland
Paris and to universities to find out more about
early years and health-related degrees. This course
was developed with employers, HE providers and
professional bodies so is respected
by all.
See course details

A-Level
Economics

1

EXAM BOARD
AQA

Anyone with a good understanding of the
economy will find rewarding occupations in banks
and financial institutions, manufacturing and service
companies, the media, government and international
organisations such as the World Bank. Many of our
students go on to study Economics to degree level.
Each year we plan trips to the UK and European
Parliaments and other financial institutions. There’s
also the chance to take part in the Bank of England
Interest Rate Challenge and the National Stock
Market Challenge.
See course details

A-Level
Electronics

3

EXAM BOARD
EDUQAS

Electronics is fundamental to today’s
technological society, whether the application is
from telecommunications, medical equipment,
entertainment or industry. You will develop problemsolving and circuit design skills, as well as some
programming, and the course is a good companion
to Physics or Computer Science. It serves as a useful
addition to advanced courses for potential engineers,
scientists, music technologists and computer
programmers. You will cover various systems, circuits
and electricity theory. Next steps include electronic
engineering courses at university and
apprenticeship schemes.
See course details

Cambridge Technicals
EXAM BOARD
OCR
Level 3 Vocational
Engineering
We can tailor a programme to meet your needs
and combine this course with AS subjects such as
Electronics, Graphics, 3D Design and many more. It
is the ideal choice if you do not want to take a purely
AS-Level programme. Among the topics you will
cover Principles of Mechanical Engineering plus units
on Electronic Design and Computer-Aided Design.
Progression options include degrees, apprenticeships
or employment as the skills you develop will be in
demand across many practical and
technical careers.
See course details

38

EXAM BOARD
NCFE

1

T-Level
Engineering

EXAM BOARD
CITY &
GUILDS

This is a new route to skilled employment
equivalent to three A-Levels. Take this qualification
if you are seeking a career in engineering and would
like to start now with a substantial industry placement
alongside classroom learning. You will learn to
understand workplace procedures, the necessary
maths and physics-based knowledge and the skills of
engineering practice. Core content includes everything
from chemical engineering to manufacturing, health
and safety to commercial awareness. Progression
includes degrees, degree apprenticeships and careers
in engineering.
See course details

A-Level
English Language

A-Level
English Literature

EXAM BOARD
AQA

Improve your understanding of literary
contexts through class discussion and exploration
of novels, poetry and drama from the 15th to the
21st century. You will study literary traditions and
movements such as Jacobean Drama or Literary
Modernism and the impact of contexts on the way
texts are written and received. This course can lead to
a range of university courses and careers that require
good communication skills, such as publishing, public
relations, marketing, journalism, media, management,
teaching and many others.
See course details

3

EXAM BOARD
EDUQAS

Explore how English Language is used to
persuade, inform, instruct, advise and entertain
different audiences. Find out how it has changed over
the centuries right up to the current impact of ‘text talk’
and social media communication. You will examine
texts from 500 years ago to today and have the
chance to write fiction and non fiction. Opens a range
of career options including law, teaching and
marketing and is accepted for entry on a wide range
of university courses.
See course details

A-Level
Environmental
Science

EXAM BOARD
AQA

Take this A-Level to gain a deep scientific
understanding of current issues such as global
warming, extinction, alternative energies and resources.
You will learn to navigate environmentalist / antienvironmentalist propaganda and hard scientific
evidence. We will look to organise a field trip to Arran
where you will be supervised by specialist biologists.
It can lead to environmental degrees or university
study in geography, geology, climatology and other
earth sciences. Career paths include
the Environmental Agency, land
conservation, land management and
many others.
See course details

A-Level
English Language
& Literature

EXAM BOARD
PEARSON

Discuss your views with like-minded students as you
delve into literary and non-literary texts from different
genres and periods. Among the texts you will study
are ‘The Great Gatsby’, ‘The Whitsun Weddings’ and a
number of screenplays, letters, diaries, travel writing
and journalism from an anthology. You will develop a
variety of skills that are highly-regarded by employers
and universities, preparing you for careers in areas as
varied as publishing, PR, marketing, journalism, the
legal profession and teaching.
See course details

Level 3
Extended Project
Qualification (EPQ)

EXAM BOARD
PEARSON

Securing the EPQ can help unlock a university place
as the skills you will demonstrate are highly valued
at HE institutions. You will be assessed based on a
dissertation or investigation about a topic of your
choice. You’ll carry out detailed, balanced research and
practise structuring a convincing academic argument.
Around half our candidates achieve an A* or A in the
EPQ, benefitting from the support and opportunities
we offer such as visits to the John Rylands Research
Institute and Library.
See course details
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A-Level
Film Studies

EXAM BOARD
WJEC
EDUQAS

Develop your appreciation of film while
preparing for a future in the industry. You will
study Cinema as a medium, developing critical analysis
and personal reflection. You still study films as diverse
as Pan’s Labyrinth, Shaun of the Dead and Vertigo.
To take this course you will need a passion for
watching film and producing your own. Gives you the
opportunity to progress onto university courses in
Film and Media with an eye on progressing onto a
career in this industry.

A-Level
Fine Art

EXAM BOARD
EDUQAS

If you enjoy an experimental approach to
using a wide range of media including painting,
print, mixed media and digital imagery then you will
thrive on this A-Level. You will need to be keen to
explore observational drawing and have an interest
in advertising, architecture, industrial or product
design, history of art, teaching and work in the creative
industries. Expect some research trips and gallery visits.
Students can progress onto art and design-related
degrees or the Art Foundation at Priestley.

See course details

See course details

T-Level
Finance

EXAM BOARD
PEARSON

This course is suitable for anyone interested in
a careers in this field such as a finance controller,
underwriter or specialist advisor. It can also lead to a
related higher-level apprenticeship or course of study.
You will cover business models, tax laws, fundamental
business principles as well as the fundamentals
of financial accounting. This T-Level will also give
you an understanding of professional conduct and
responsibilities in the workplace and ethical dilemmas
facing individuals and organisations. It will appeal to you
if you are interested in data driven innovation and
		analytics.
See course details

A-Level
French

EXAM BOARD
AQA

A good result in French can make you
competitive when applying for a range of
university courses, apprenticeships and jobs.
It combines well with other subjects including business,
marketing, accountancy, law and many more. At
Priestley class sizes are small and weekly one-to-one
speaking sessions with a tutor allow you to develop
your skills with confidence. You will learn about
French society as well, broadening your horizons and
understanding of the world. We offer grammar lessons
and Easter revision workshops.

See course details

3

Level 3 Vocational
Financial Studies

EXAM BOARD
LIBF

Not only will this course encourage you to
be a sensible saver and give you a grip of
financial planning, it will also provide you with a good
understanding of careers in financial services such as
financial advisors, bankers and debt advisors. There
will be opportunities to enter competitions such as
The Student Investor Challenge which asks you to
become a stockbroker. There are university courses in
financial studies that offer a direct pathway of continued
study in this field.
See course details

1
40

A-Level
Further Mathematics

EXAM BOARD
OCR

In Further Mathematics you will study topics
that will give you an extra breadth and depth
to your mathematical knowledge. The course
covers Further Pure, Further Statistics and Further
Mechanics. In Further Pure you will cover topics such
as complex numbers, matrices, proof and vector
geometry. Dimensional analysis, work, energy and
power, momentum and circular motion are covered in
Further Mechanics. Probability, probability distributions,
correlation and linear regression are covered in
Further Statistics. Progression includes university and a
wide range of careers.
See course details

Level 3 Vocational
Football – Sports,
Coaching &
Development

EXAM BOARD
EDUQAS

Combine your passion for playing football with a sound
theoretical underpinning that will help you succeed in a
sporting career. There will be opportunities to develop
your ability to play, coach and officiate football and futsal.
This course prepares you for university, USA scholarships
or employment in coaching/refereeing. You can combine
the BTEC with another AS-Level and/or a Sports
Academy. Students can go on to pursue
careers in professional sport, coaching,
fitness, performance analysis,
sports development or nutrition.
See course details

3
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A-Level
Geography

EXAM BOARD
PEARSON

Learn about tectonic processes, glaciated
landscapes as well as globalisation and the
regeneration of places. In Year 2 study water and
carbon cycles, energy security, climate change as well
as geopolitics covering superpowers, health, human
rights and intervention. We want you to see geography
as well as learn about it so there will be trips to the
Lake District, Iceland, Sicily with the chance to
climb active volcanoes. University courses include
geography, geology, ecology, international relations
and town planning.

A-Level
Graphic Design

You will build a strong portfolio that will
allow you to apply for top university places or
go on to work in advertising, website design, illustration,
computer game design, publishing or printmaking.
During the course you will cover computer-based
processes and techniques on industry-standard
software (Adobe Creative Suite), create type and
imagery and be encouraged to experiment with a wide
range of more traditional methods. You will also learn
specialist skills ranging from digital image making,
advertising to typography and publishing.
See course details

See course details

A-Level
Geology

EXAM BOARD
EDUQAS

EXAM BOARD
EDUQAS

This course will give you a comprehensive
understanding of how life has evolved throughout
our planet’s history. Understand the processes that
have shaped the present pattern of continents and
oceans. Experience at least two fieldwork days and a
broad range of practical activities supported by a vast
collection of real geological samples, some of which
are over two billion years old. Leads to academic
careers in various aspects of geology as well as other
scientific degrees, careers including environmental
management and civil engineering.
See course details

Level 3 Vocational
Graphic Design
& Photography

EXAM BOARD
PEARSON

Projects set by industry professionals – who in the
past have included Sky TV, Barclays and Professional
Imagemaker magazine – will give you a unique insight
into the world of work. They might even result in
your work being used commercially. This course is
excellent preparation for any career in Graphic Design
or Photography. In Year 2 you will choose a pathway
focussing on one discipline or the other. During your
course you can look forward to gallery visits, research
trips and visiting speakers.
See course details

3

A-Level
German

EXAM BOARD
AQA

An A-Level in German could be your passport
to a successful career in anything from business
to law and marketing. The ability to use another
language is highly-prized by employers and at Priestley
you will perfect your skills with the benefit of weekly,
one-to-one speaking sessions with a tutor. We promise
you a vibrant and reassuring classroom experience
where you will learn about the country as well as the
language. We will offer university language events,
grammar and revision workshops.
See course details

T-Level
Health

EXAM BOARD
NCFE

If you are passionate about helping people
and want a career where you can make a
difference then a T-Level in Health can set you on
your way. It will give you the technical knowledge and
skills required to secure highly-skilled employment, a
higher apprenticeship or higher level study at university.
You will spend 80% of your course in the classroom
and 20% on a work placement. Some of the core
modules include health and wellbeing, anatomy and
physiology and infection prevention.
See course details
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Level 3 Vocational
Health & Social Care

EXAM BOARD
OCR

This is the ideal qualification for those who
want a broad background in health and social
care. You will study nutrition, anatomy and physiology,
equality, mental health, positive relationships in care
and infection control. Many students choose the
subject because they have a clear idea of their future
profession eg. nurse, midwife, social worker, paramedic,
physiotherapist or occupational therapist. We will
support you in making university applications and
provide trips to universities to learn more. There are
also opportunities for work experience.

Level 3 Vocational
Journalism

Journalists play a vital role in our democracy
and if it is a career you are considering then
this course could be the start of something special
for you. It is an introduction to journalism and covers
what you need to know about the profession in the
21st century. You’ll hear from journalists working in
the media today and attend industry conferences.
Progression includes university or a pathway towards
the industry-standard NCTJ level 3 Diploma in
Journalism.
See course details

See course details

1

2

A-Level
History

3

EXAM BOARD
PEARSON

History is well-respected by universities and
employers because of the analytical skills you
develop so it can open many doors. Often it leads
to careers in law, journalism and teaching. You can
choose either Early Modern History (17th century Britain
including the turbulent reign of Charles I and the English
Civil War. French Revolution. The European witch-craze)
or Modern History (USA 1917-1996 and Impact of War
on Britain). Whatever option you take you can be sure
lessons will be both challenging and inspiring.

A-Level
Law

EXAM BOARD
OCR

This A-Level will introduce you to English
law and the legal process. It is a highly-respected
qualification and is certainly not limited to those who
wish to pursue a legal career. That said, it sets you up
to progress onto law degrees or those related such
as criminology. Previous students are now working as
solicitors or barristers whilst others are working
for agencies such as the Crown Prosecution
Service and the Ombudsman or completing legal
apprenticeships.
See course details

See course details

Level 3 Vocational
Information
Technology

EXAM BOARD
PEARSON

If you believe your future lies in computers then you
will enjoy this BTEC, which will give you the practical IT
skills that you need. They are transferrable for university
and the workplace so will be invaluable. You will thrive
on this course if you enjoy studying how computers
are used within IT systems, enjoy problem solving and
finding IT solutions. Students go on to study degrees in
information management, digital management solutions,
computer networks security or computer science.

Level 3 Vocational
Law

EXAM BOARD
PEARSON

If you have an interest in law, but prefer a
combination of coursework and exams rather than
just exams, this BTEC would be the best approach
for you. You will learn vocational skills such as writing
legal letters. Students can progress onto a law
apprenticeship or job as a paralegal. You could also do
a law or a related degree such as criminology.
Another route might be to apply for employment with
bodies such as the Crown Prosecution Service or the
Legal Services Ombudsman.

See course details

See course details

1
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EXAM BOARD
NCTJ

2

C

1

T-Level
Management &
Administration

EXAM BOARD
CITY &
GUILDS

This course will give you an overview of business
culture and values as well as explain the role
of stakeholders, governance and the impact of
organisations on society and the environment. Gain
an insight into project management, the importance
of good communication and adapting social
communication styles to professional standards. You’ll
also learn the importance of maintaining and improving
quality in all aspects of public and private sector
organisations. This T-Level can lead
to roles as a business improvement
coordinator, team leader or in project
support to name just a few.
See course details

Level 3 Vocational
Marketing

A-Level
Mathematics

EXAM BOARD
OCR (MEI)

Maths is highly-regarded, complements
all other courses and is perfect for anyone
who enjoyed their GCSE and is looking for a challenge.
You will study algebra, coordinate geometry,
polynomials, trigonometry, logarithms and calculus.
The course also takes in data processing and
interpretation, probability, hypothesis testing, kinematics
and Newton’s laws of motion. Alongside these topics
you will learn more about the application of
Mathematics. Many students pursue careers in
medicine, research and development, engineering,
accountancy, actuarial work to name
just a few.
See course details

3

EXAM BOARD
PEARSON

Discover more about how the marketing
industry is organised and operates. You will have the
chance to research careers in the sector and undertake
recruitment activities. Enhance your creative and
practical skills by creating your own marketing plan
for a new product or service, including the production
of sample advertisements. Progression routes include
going to university where there are a wide range
of marketing qualifications now available. You can
also apply for apprenticeships or employment in the
marketing industry.
See course details

A-Level
Media Studies

EXAM BOARD
OCR

Use industry-standard equipment and
software to produce your own media on this
course, which is perfect for those with a passion for
the industry or goals of studying the subject further
at university. You will study television, film, radio,
newspapers, magazines, advertising, online social and
participatory media, video games and music videos.
You’ll investigate media language, representations,
industries and audiences. There’s the chance to
broadcast on the college radio station, attend workshops
in London and the potential for a New York trip.
See course details

1

Level 3 Vocational
Mathematical Studies
(Core Maths)

EXAM BOARD
AQA

Strengthen your maths and gain numeracy skills that
will help you compete for jobs with better salaries. This
course combines well – and even helps – with others
including geography, business studies, psychology
and economics. You will learn the selection / use of
mathematical methods and techniques in real-life
situations. Priestley will also give you the opportunity
to attend Maths Inspiration Lectures and take part in
national competitions. The qualification can be used in
higher education, employment and in
your everyday life.

Level 3 Vocational
Media Studies

EXAM BOARD
UAL

This course will allow you to develop your
knowledge and understanding of the media
industry and enables you to focus on a specialist
area after an initial introduction to a wide range of
disciplines. Topics include film and video production,
photography, interactive media and radio and audio
production. You will follow industry practice to research,
plan and produce a variety of media texts such as
magazine photoshoots, a film trailer, music video and
a radio show. Progression includes university and
apprenticeships.
See course details

See course details
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A-Level
Music

EXAM BOARD
EDUQAS

Excellent preparation for further study in
Music and a career in the industry. It will expand
your awareness of different styles including Popular,
Jazz, and Classical whilst developing your music theory,
listening skills, musical analysis and composition.
You will gain a greater understanding of performance
practice and improve your technical skill on your
instrument or voice. During the A-Level you will use
software such as Cubase and have the chance to visit
Rockfield Studios. Progression routes include university
or music conservatoires.
See course details

46

Level 3 Vocational
Music

EXAM BOARD
RSL

A-Level
Physical Education

EXAM BOARD
EDUQAS

Priestley offers numerous pathways in this
more vocational approach to Music depending
on whether you want to focus on Performance,
Production or an Extended option that covers both.
We recommend reading the full course profiles on our
website and speaking to a Music teacher at an open
event / interview evening about which option is best
for you. All pathways can lead to studying music at
university. Whatever you opt for there is the chance to
visit Rockfield Studio.

Gain an insight into sports performance and
cover a diverse spectrum of topics from
Movement Analysis and Technology in Sport to Skill
Acquisition and Sports Psychology. An A-Level in
PE can lead to careers in sports development, sport
science, coaching, physiotherapy, personal training
or teaching, but combined with other subjects can
open many more doors, particularly as it is considered
scientifically robust. Benefit from guest speakers,
trips to Manchester Velodrome and a training camp at
Club La Santa in Lanzarote.

See course details

See course details

1

2

Level 3 Vocational
Musical Theatre
(Performing Arts)

3

EXAM BOARD
RSL

Priestley has an outstanding reputation and track
record for students gaining places at the top London
theatre schools such as Arts Ed, GSA and Mountview.
We guarantee you will thrive, love your time on this
course, make lifelong friends and become part of the
supportive Performing Arts family. You will hone your
technique in acting, singing and dancing. There will be
the chance to visit Broadway and to join workshops
with industry professionals including previous
Priestley PA students who are now
West End performers.

A-Level
Physics

EXAM BOARD
AQA

Physics students are valued by industry and
universities for the varied skills they have acquired.
Join this course to develop logical problem-solving,
carry out practical work and apply your knowledge
to the real world. Over the full A-Level you will study
mechanics, electricity, waves, particles, radiation,
nuclear structure, electric, gravitational and magnetic
fields. You might even cover Astrophysics. Students
progress onto university degrees as varied as
engineering and finance, business and IT. Priestley
organises an annual trip to CERN.
See course details

See course details

2

A-Level
Philosophy

3

EXAM BOARD
AQA

Are you a deep thinker ready to tackle the big
questions? Philosophy challenges you to do
exactly that asking: ‘What do good, bad, right and
wrong really mean?’ ‘Is the concept of God incoherent?’
and ‘What is mind?’ It’s also a subject that is highly
regarded by universities and can lead to careers as
varied as teaching, public services, science, the caring
profession and jobs within the private sector. We have a
Philosophy Society that meets fortnightly allowing you
to join in further debates.
See course details

A-Level
Politics

EXAM BOARD
PEARSON

Demystify the world of the Prime Minister,
Politicians and Parliament with this A-Level.
It might be your first step towards entering
government yourself, but the A-Level is highlyrespected and can also lead to degrees in History, Law,
Philosophy, Philosophy, Politics and Economics, and
other subjects at Russell Group universities. Politics
students are also employed in careers as diverse as
journalism, the intelligence services and PR. Politics
is brought to life at Priestley with trips to Parliament,
college Question Times and oversees visits including
to Washington.
See course details
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Level 3 Vocational
Production Arts

EXAM BOARD
PEARSON

Priestley has an outstanding reputation and
track record for students progressing onto
Production Arts-related subjects within the most
prestigious universities. This course is excellent
preparation for a career in everything from stage
management to lighting design, sound design and
theatrical and SFX makeup. At college you will have
the chance to add a touch of magic to our ambitious
performances. You will also make and record your own
sounds, create realistic facial and body injuries and
design and build large set designs.

A-Level
Religious Studies

EXAM BOARD
AQA

Tackle great philosophical theories, become
an enlightened thinker and learn more about
ethics with a particular focus on Buddhism. In Year 2
you will go into further depth on the religion including
examining miracles, religious language and free will.
You will visit a temple and have the chance to ask
questions of a Buddhist monk. Students go on to
university and a variety of careers including teaching,
social work, public services, caring professions and jobs
within the private sector.
See course details

See course details

2

A-Level
Psychology

3

EXAM BOARD
OCR

Explore the ‘scientific study of human behaviour
and experiences’ with an A-Level in Psychology.
Cover topics on memory, disorders and functions of the
brain and in Year 2 psychological knowledge in areas of
mental health, crime and child development. There will
be visiting lecturers and trips including to Chester Zoo
to carry out research and hear about primate behaviour.
Studying Psychology can lead to careers ranging from
clinical psychology to forensic psychology. It is also
useful for social work, marketing and teaching.

T-Level
Science

EXAM BOARD
NCFE

Gain the knowledge, skills and behaviours
needed to progress into skilled employment or
higher level technical training / study in the health and
science sectors. Your work placement – which takes up
20% of your course – will prepare you for employment.
In class you will cover clinical practice, data
management, health and safety as well as scientific
techniques. You can go on to a degree apprenticeship,
university degree or skilled employment in hospitals,
utility companies, forensic science institutions,
manufacturing, pharmaceuticals and many more.
See course details

See course details
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Level 3 Vocational
Public Services

EXAM BOARD
PEARSON

If you have a genuine interest in a career
within the Public Services you should join this
course. Previous students have successfully entered
the Army, Navy, RAF and Royal Marine Commandos.
We have students who are currently serving with the
Police. You can also go to university to study degrees
such as public services, policing, criminology and law.
At Priestley you will cover team leadership, citizenship,
physical preparation, aspects of the legal system and
go on numerous expeditions.

A-Level
Sociology

EXAM BOARD
EDUQAS

If you are actively concerned about the world
around you and want to do something useful
within it then this is the course for you. Learn about
issues such as gender equality, education, crime
prevention strategies and demographic changes. You
will develop skills of analysis and evaluation as you
study topics such as Socialisation and Culture, Families
and Households, Crime and Deviance. Sociology will
help you with any career where you are likely to deal
with people from different social backgrounds.
See course details

See course details
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A-Level
Spanish

EXAM BOARD
AQA

The skills you will demonstrate in successfully
completing A-Level Spanish will make you an
attractive prospect for universities and employers.
During the course you will learn the language through
interesting topics such as technology, women and
LGBT rights, idols, Spanish festivals and traditions.
Class sizes are small and you will learn in a reassuring
environment including weekly, one-to-one speaking
sessions. We have film study days, university language
events and revision workshops and look for work
experience in Spain.
See course details

Level 3 Vocational
Sport &
Exercise Science

EXAM BOARD
PEARSON

This BTEC covers a range of topics from Anatomy to
Psychology, Research Methods, Coaching, Fitness
Training and Sports Massage. It prepares you for
appropriate university degrees and during the course
you will benefit from work experience. It can be
combined with another AS-Level and/or a sports
academy to build a full study programme. Students who
have completed the BTEC Sport & Exercise Science
course have gone onto to teaching, physiotherapy,
sports rehabilitation, coaching, fitness,
performance analysis and nutrition.
See course
details

Level 3 Vocational
Sport

EXAM BOARD
PEARSON

This BTEC provides a dynamic learning
experience to prepare you for university or a
career in sport. It can be combined with two or three
AS-Levels and/or a sports academy giving you a
variety options. Students go on to pursue careers in
teaching, sports rehabilitation, coaching, fitness and
sports development. The course runs alongside our
sports academies which give you the opportunity to
compete at local, regional and national level. We also
offer coaching courses, volunteering opportunities and
a variety of trips.
See course details

1

Sports Academies
We have academies for Football, Rugby
League, Basketball, Netball, Volleyball and
Futsal. Join an academy to compete at local,
regional and national level. You will receive an
outstanding education alongside excellent coaching in
your sport. Your timetable will be adjusted to allow for
two training sessions and your Wednesday afternoons
will be free for competitions. In addition to your
technical and tactical training sessions you will also
have access to strength and conditioning, nutritional
advice and support with sports injuries
and rehabilitation.
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Level 3 Vocational
Sports Coaching &
Development

EXAM BOARD
PEARSON

Combine your passion for practical sport with a sound
theoretical underpinning that will help you succeed in
a career in sport. You will benefit from work experience
and the BTEC includes access to National Governing
Body coaching/officiating courses. It will also prepare
you for university. The course can be combined with
another AS-Level and/or a sports academy. Units
include topics such as Careers in Sport, Practical
Sport, Health and Wellbeing, Coaching Skills, Sports
Development and Self-employment
in Sport.
See course
details

1

A-Level
Textiles & Fashion

2

3

EXAM BOARD
EDUQAS

If it is your goal to work in fashion or textiles
then this is where your dream can start to
become a reality. Experiment with different fabrics and
mixed media as you gain the skills and knowledge
you need to thrive in the industry. Learn how to
create exciting surfaces and textures using different
techniques. As you learn in a creative environment you
will create ideas for garments, installations and textile
art. You will be able to progress to university, a future in
the industry or an array of related fields.
See course details

Level 3 Vocational
Travel & Tourism

EXAM BOARD
PEARSON

This BTEC will take you places! Develop your
knowledge of the world and prepare for a career
in the tourism industry. You’ll cover the role of travel
agents, tour operators, hoteliers and transport
companies, learning about customer service and
marketing as you go. Progression routes include
tourism at university and students often go on to study
a Tourism Management degree which can incorporate
a paid overseas placement. You might otherwise
choose an apprenticeship with a travel company.
See course details
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LOUSHERS LANE WA4 6RD

01925 415415
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OPEN EVENT DATES
Tuesday 5th October 5.30pm-8.00pm
Wednesday 6th October 5.30pm-8.00pm
Saturday 6th November 10.30am-12.30pm
Wednesday 17th November 5.30pm-8.00pm
Please see our website for further details

priestley.ac.uk

HOW TO FIND US
From the town centre, go south on the
Wilderspool Causeway along the A49 toward Stockton Heath.
Turn left at the traffic lights, onto Loushers Lane.
The College is 200 metres up on the left.
Pedestrian access is also possible via Menin Avenue.
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