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Dear parents and carers
I hope that this letter finds you and your family safe and well and that you are looking forward to the Christmas period.
The year to date
Staff have enjoyed working with our new and returning students this term and it has been enjoyable to take opportunities
to celebrate the gifts and talents your children have.
As you may know we have placed an emphasis on the importance of enrichment, trips and visits and extra-curricular
opportunities for our students. We are all aware that undertaking such activities supports not only academic
achievements, but personal growth, and it was such opportunities that were most keenly missed by young people during
lockdown periods.
Our many and varied sporting teams continue to perform excellently in local and regional competitions and it has been
a pleasure to see our new TASS status (dual accreditation for elite athletes) help and support individual successes. Our
Pre-Med, Pre-Law, EPQ and Graduate groups meet weekly as does the College Council. Enrichment opportunities and
student-led societies continue to be popular and I would urge your son/daughter to continue to check College emails
and our online Student Noticeboard to be aware of the latest activities available - there will be a new list of enrichment
classes available in January.
Numerous trips and visits have supported learning ‘beyond the classroom’ and alongside getting out and about, we have
also hosted a number of community events here at College. From our ‘The Girl Can’ festival to our new lecture series
which takes place on Wednesday afternoons.
There have been individual success stories to share, individual sporting achievements, auditions and interviews for the
most prestigious universities and specialist art, music, dance or drama schools, recognition of voluntary work in the local
community. Our students have also participated in a range of charitable events to support those less fortunate than
themselves. This term students have raised money and donations for Warrington Food Bank, the Bobby Moore Fund for
Cancer Research, Alder Hey Children’s Hospital, Save the Children, Papyrus (a suicide prevention charity), Children In
Need and our own charity, Priestley Education and Training Trust (PETT). Larger events have been enjoyed by live
audiences such as the annual Winter Showcase where around 100 students were involved in performing, set design,
lighting, sound and event management.
All in all, a very busy but enjoyable term.
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Our Pastoral Team regularly sends out ‘E-Shot’ newsletters to keep you informed. We hope you find these helpful. If
you haven’t yet seen the December issue, please click here - https://bit.ly/3DZz4Hw
January Examinations and Assessments
The key January assessment period begins in the new year. During this period, over 400 of our vocational students will
be undertaking external examinations from 10 January. We are suspending our usual timetable from 17 January to 25
January to allow all our students to complete a mock exam style assessment in each of their examined subjects.
Please click here - https://www.priestley.ac.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/12/January-Examination-Letter.pdf to
access the letter and resources that Mark Eccleston (Assistant Principal) sent home last week to help your
son/daughter prepare well for these important examinations and assessments.
Summer 2022 Examinations: What we know so far
Following a period of consultation, the Government and Ofqual have shared how they intend to support students in their
preparations for summer 2022 examinations. Here is a summary of what we know so far:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

On (or by) 7 February, JCQ and examination boards will be releasing a list of Advanced Information for summer
2022 examinations (GCSE, Core Maths, AS and A level qualifications). Support is also being offered for some
vocational qualifications and art based courses where the impact is on non-examined assessment.
The first ever publication of Advanced Information is a key adaptation to examinations, aiming to support
students and teachers in focusing revision for exams.
It is intended to make sure that examinations are as fair as possible to students given the disruption they have
experienced, and many continue to face, due to the coronavirus pandemic.
The purpose of such Advanced Information is to help students focus their revision by providing the focus of some
aspects of the summer examinations. For example, some of the content, contexts, texts, topics, sub-topics,
themes and skills that will be assessed.
The exact nature of the Advanced Information may vary between subjects, depending on the nature and design
of the qualification specification and its assessments.
In some cases, for example, the information will provide a list of topics that will be the focus of the exam, or
parts of it. In other cases, the information will identify a section of a set work (such as a text), and the extract
used in the exam will be taken from this smaller section. Other approaches will be taken elsewhere.
The Advanced Information will not be at a level that allows questions to be predicted or answers prepared and
therefore should not be used to narrow teaching and learning.

As soon as we have further details at a whole College and subject specific level, we will start sharing these with yourselves
and our students.
January Return to College
We return to College on Tuesday 4 January with the normal timetable resuming.
Clearly, we will keep a close eye on the national situation and national guidance and, if we need to, we will communicate
with you or your sons/ daughters at the earliest opportunity (via email, text and our website and social media). As you
would expect we have a range of scenario-based contingency plans that we can quickly adopt should these be needed
but I do hope that these will not be required. Should face-to-face delivery not be advised by Government, we will utilise
our Google platform for all lessons and students will follow their full timetable.
We would urge students to continue to test over the Christmas period and would ask that a LFT is taken on Monday 3
January before our return on Tuesday 4 January. If any further test kits are required we have plenty of stock available
via Student Services at either Priestley or Crescent Receptions.
In the meantime, take care and look after yourself, your families and one another. On behalf of all here at Priestley
College, may I wish you a safe and happy Christmas and new year.
With best wishes

James Gresty
Principal

