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Dear Parents and Carers 
 
I hope that you have enjoyed the festive season and being with friends and family where that has 
been possible. 
 
Over the weekend the Government shared some updated Covid guidance for educational settings. 
You will likely be aware of details from recent news coverage, but, as a follow up to my letter before 
Christmas, I thought it might be helpful for me to highlight some key points: 

• All students and staff should undertake a self-test at home either tonight or tomorrow morning (be-
fore arrival at College) and then continue to test twice weekly at home. 

• Since 22 December, the 10 day self-isolation period for those who record a positive PCR test has 
been reduced to 7 days in most circumstances. Individuals should take LFD tests on day 6 and day 7 
of their self-isolation period. Those who receive two negative test results on day 6 and 7 would then 
no longer be required to complete 10 full days of self-isolation. 

• People who are fully vaccinated, or those aged between 5-18 years and 6 months, identified as a 
close contact of someone with Covid-19 should take an LFD test every day for seven days and contin-
ue to attend College.

• From Sunday 2 January it is recommended that face coverings are worn in all classrooms. This is in 
addition to the wearing of face coverings in communal areas. The advice on face coverings in class-
rooms will be in place until 26 January. 

• Examinations and assessments in January should go ahead as originally planned. 
 
Please can I ask that you ensure your son/daughter has undertaken their self-test before returning to 
College tomorrow and that they have a face covering with them. 

We do have a supply of coverings if a student forgets, but these are limited and it is helpful if all can 
remember to bring their own. I would also like to remind you that we will continue to be leaving win-
dows and doors open even during these winter months, so I would encourage the wearing of warm 
clothes! 

If needed, self-test kits can be collected from reception areas.

Can I thank you for your continued support. I am conscious that many sectors, including education, 
may be faced with staffing challenges over the coming weeks and months, but please be assured that 
we will be doing all we can to support our students. 
 
Wishing you a very Happy New Year,

James Gresty 
Principal 




