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Initials of Chair 

Priestley College – Quality and Standards Committee 

Minutes of the Meeting Held on 5 May 2022 in room P1:16 at Priestley College  

 

 

Present: Gerry Brennan, James Gresty, Peter Kahn, Sheila Yates 

Apologies: Bev Scott-Herron, Derek Cuff, Louisa Reeves, Mark Edgington, Pedro Santos 

In Attendance: George Contos  

Carol Blinkhorn (Minutes)  

 

Quality and Standards Committee commenced with a Special Learning Difficulties and Disabilities 

(SLDD) experience from the Study Base.  

 

Item 3 was taken 

 3 Professional and Digital Studies Faculty Update: 

i. Overall performance including actions for improvement 

ii. Curriculum development 

Mr Whittaker, Head of Faculty and Mrs Seymour, Deputy Head of Faculty attended the 

meeting for this item. 

 

Mr Whittaker and Mrs Seymour delivered a faculty update presentation and highlighted the 

following: 

• Cluster structure – 41 subject lines – 95 teaching groups – 1462 learning aims  

• Curriculum Development – AS and A level – Vocational – new provision - T Levels: 

Digital and Marketing  

• Update – changes in learning after the pandemic – preparing students for 

assessments – advanced information from Awarding Organisations – managing 

absences – Ofsted T level survey.  Mr Whittaker expressed his thanks to the team 

for their support and to Mrs Seymour for her assistance and wished her well as she 

is leaving the College at the end of the academic year.  

• Highlights of the Year: 

o on Tuesday this week Mr Whittaker reported we had our first police cadets 

meeting, noting that tutor Mr J Whittaker had done an amazing job, as we 

are one of only 3 detachments in Cheshire 

o External visits ie HMP Manchester, Shrewsbury Prison  

o Students completing the mental health awareness and anti-bullying course 

(Diana Award) 

o Public Services sponsored walk, over £2000.00 raised for 2 local charities  

o Magistrates in the community hosting a mock trial 

o BPP (university) Police stop and search workshop 

o Foundation Extended Certificate Media results fantastic 

o Business events 

o T Level Digital work placements 

o Criminology forensic workshop  
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Governors asked the following questions: 

 

Mr Brennan – coming back from Covid with staff absence issues, thank you to all for working as 

a team. In an unusual year, what would you take forward from a curriculum point of view? 

Mr Whittaker - students different and with little study skills and would further build study skills into 

induction, would look at the structure of our delivery plan and Media looking at a different board.  

 

Mrs Yates – how between you do you decide who looks after what?   

Mr Whittaker – we know our roles, work together well, and communicate, there is some overlap 

for it to work effectively. 

 

Mrs Yates – various aspects of your job link to SLT, do you know who to go to for what? 

Mrs Seymour – yes, there is no confusion. 

 

Mrs Yates – for students doing T levels and after talking to teachers in schools, is it that more 

students are going to FE colleges rather than attend a sixth form to take exams? 

Mr Whittaker - we don’t know what is going to happen with applied generals.  We have to take 

into account the employment need and staff specialism. 

Mr Gresty – T levels are not a cheap model and it is a challenge. 

 

Mr Brennan – who is the T level aimed at? 

Mrs Seymour – it is a more practical qualification, and the industry placement is a key factor.   

Mr Gresty - each course is very bespoke and fully vocational. 

 

Mr Gresty – what do you think could be better? 

Mrs Seymour – cause for concern and the impact of that, how we manage it and the timeliness of 

it.   

Mr Whittaker – Faculty structure works quite well, might be good to give Faculty Leads some line 

management responsibilities, useful for career progression.  

 

Mr Gresty – 2 areas of vulnerability – Computing with 2 tutors leaving at the end of summer and 

do we need to take on another IT tutor or should we consider Business with IT post.  Another 

concern is vocational outcomes and students not achieving in year 1 of a 2 year course.  

Mr Whittaker – across all vocational provision, if a student doesn’t achieve the external 

assessment, we need to decide if can we bring them in again to resit if their coursework is on 

target. 

 

Mr Gresty expressed his gratitude to Mr Whittaker, Mrs Seymour and to the PDS team  

 

1 Apologies for Absence 

Apologies received from Bev Scott-Herron, Derek Cuff, Louise Reeves, Mark Edgington and Pedro 

Santos.  

 

2 Declarations of Interest 

No declarations of personal or pecuniary interest in the matters to be discussed were made.  
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4 Minutes of the Meeting held on 17 February 2022 

The minutes of the meeting held on 17 February 2022 were agreed as a true and accurate record 

and signed by the Chair.  

 

5 Matters Arising  

 

Action Log – October 2021 

No. Description  Responsible Completion 

1 National picture and College results - to get 

an average GCSE score of the cohort for 

2021 and 2019 to contextualise the 

information.   

Mr Contos Actioned.  

 

Will go in Principal’s Update 

for next FGB   

 

Action Log – December 2021 

No. Description  Responsible Completion  

2 SAR - Area for development 2.4 – to look 

at wording, rephrase and include 

comparative data. 

Mr Contos Completed.  

 

Action Log – February 2022 

No. Description  Responsible Completion  

1 To provide comparison between Priestley 

and national GCSE English attendance data. 

Mr Gresty  Actioned. 

3 To raise the access and use of Student 

Noticeboard at College Council. 

 

Mr Santos Completed. 

Looking at redesign  

 

4 To arrange a meeting for Mr Gresty,       

Mrs Yates and Mr Brennan to discuss sports 

provision.  

Mrs Blinkhorn  Actioned.  

Verbal update at last FGB - 

L2 sports provision  

 

6 Link Governor Update    

Two reports received: 

Mr Kahn – 4 March 2022 – English and STEM – met with Mr Watson and Mrs White  

Mrs Yates – 17 March 2022 - HLHE - focus on Health and Early Years T Levels – met with            

Mr Peacock and members of the T level teams 

Observation of Y1 and Y2 lessons and discussions with students  

 

Mrs Yates and Mr Khan took the Committee through their respective reports and highlighted key 

points for governors: 

 

HLHE 

1. Accommodation for T-levels – Mr Gresty noted since Mrs Yates’s visit there has been a lot 

of work done regarding accommodation to simulate a more real experience. 

2. First Aid qualification – Mr Gresty reported a day first aid qualification taken forward and 

moving forward, looking to provide a first aid qualification internally.  
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3. College Study/Reading Room – Mr Gresty confirmed this is being taken forward, physical 

textbooks in a high-level learning space.  

 

English and STEM  

1. Textbooks – personal copy to take home.  Action: Mr Contos to explore and feedback.  

2. Enrichment offer – Mr Gresty noted this is an area where we would like to expand more 

across the College if teaching covered and time permits. 

 

Mrs Yates also noted through discussion with staff, some staff said the online Portal interaction 

between staff and students could be better. Mr Gresty commented Portal we know about, and    

Mr Contos, Mrs Graham and Mr Whittaker are investigating options including Arbor.   

Action:  Mr Gresty to look to hold open listening opportunities for staff. 

 

Mr Brennan noted that he is looking to visit the PDS faculty in June.  

 

Mr Gresty noted that as Mrs Scott-Herron has been supporting one of our academies, she is keen 

to visit the CAS faculty soon.   

 

7 Exams 2022 

Mr Contos delivered his Exams presentation around preparation for 2022 assessments and 

highlighted the following:  

• Progress monitoring – Mr Gresty, Mrs Graham and himself met with all Faculty Leads and 

Heads or Deputies before Easter where themes were identified and shared: 

o Curriculum – TLA Themes 

▪ Exam timing 

▪ Reviewing and improving assessments 

▪ Modelling exercises 

▪ Letters home to highlight importance of final deadlines and support in place 

• Curriculum – Cross College TLA/CPD 

o Parents’ Webinar  

o March PDD – the importance of speaking and thinking 

o Mr Conolly working with Mrs Graham on a ‘retrieval practice/interleaving project’ 

o Appointed 4 GTA’s for student 1-2-1 support and guidance 

o Saturday College this term – 4 planned 

• Pastoral – Cross College 

o Senior Tutors prepared tutorial activities around examinations preparation  

o Activities/materials on wellbeing/stress management 

o Free student breakfast 

o Free student revision packs 

o Direct contact to all Bursary students and parents to inform them of available 

Saturday sessions for independent study 

o Parent/Carer Pastoral E-shot sent out 3 May – bundle of information around exams 

• Business Support 

o Between 4 Oct 2021 and 28 Apr 2022 – 6450 exam sittings 

o 3 May – 30 June – 8102 exam sittings scheduled 

o Additional large digital clocks, whiteboards and calculators purchased 
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o New PCs installed in LRC classroom areas 

o Support from Computer Services and Design and Print – a whole college approach 

to support our students   

 

Mrs Yates reported on a comment from the HLHE Head of Faculty, being amazed regarding no 

limits on photocopying.  Mrs Yates also noted the PA programmes produced must use a lot of ink 

as the majority of the programme is black with white writing.  Mr Gresty reported that we can look 

at photocopying / design and print through sustainability work in our action plan.  

 

8 Any Other Business 

Excel Programme  

Mr Kahn enquired about the work of Connie Bostock on the Excel programme around subject 

level actions.  Mr Contos agreed that we need to do more at that level working with curriculum 

areas and on PDD. 

 

9 Date and Time of the Next Meeting 

Thursday 23 June 2022 at 4.30 pm  

 

Mr Kahn noted he may be late for the start of the meeting.  

 

The meeting closed at 6.35 pm 

 

 

 

 

 

Action Log – May 2022 

No. Description  Responsible 

1 English and STEM - Textbooks – personal copy to take home  

Mr Contos to explore and feedback 

Mr Contos 

2 Mr Gresty to look to hold open listening opportunities for staff. 

 

Mr Gresty  

 

 

Action Log – February 2022 

No. Description  Responsible Completion 

1 To look at option to redesign the student 

PM report. 

 

To ensure PM report for parents contains 

tutorial attendance 

 

 

 

Mr Contos   

Format changed – part 1 

completed  

Mr Contos to ask             

Mr Whittaker to pick up 

part 2 with Mr Eccleston 

and Mr Edgington 

 


